
A GREAT 
PEACE MAKER 






PEACE MAKER 

THE DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 
SECRETARY TO ALBERT GALLATIN 
1813-1837 


WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY VISCOUNT BRYCE 


ILLUSTRATED 



COPTBIQHT, 1914, BY 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


Published November, 1914 



PREFACE 

'n 1875 my grandfather, James Gallatin, handed me 
arge sealed packet, telling me it contained his Dia 
rom 1813 until 1827, also many important priva 
locuments. 

I was not in any case to publish any part of it un 
.900. He died the following year. It lay unopened ai 
learly forgotten until last year. On reading it, I foui 
t of the deepest interest. This decided me (after weedii 
ut large portions and suppressing anything that mig] 
lifend) to offer it to the public. 

It throws a very clear light on the events leading i 
0 the Treaty of Ghent, and on the actual conclusion 
hat treaty. James accompanied his father, Albe 
Srallatin, as private and confidential secretary. He wi 
ixteen years of age when the Diary opens. 

Albert Gallatin held a unique position. Born i 
reneva in 1761, of one of the most aristocratic familie 
e was left an orphan at an early age, and was brougl 
p by his grandmother, Madame de Gallatin-Vaudene 
he was a woman of very strong character, an intima- 
'lend of the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, and also < 
'oltaire. 


md at that time the possessor of but a small fortune, h 
luddenly disappeared. The next heard of him was i 
America. 

In this connection the following letter of May 24, 178( 
rom Benjamin Franklin to Richard Bache, Postmaste] 
jeneral of the United States, is of interest: 

Dear Son, 

Messieurs Gallatin and de Serre, two youn 
pntlemen of Genem of good families and very good cha'i 
%cters, having an inclination to see America, if the 
should arrive in your City I recommend them to yov 
Civilities, Counsel and Countenance, 

I am ever your affectionate father, 

B. Franklin. 

At the age of forty, Albert Gallatin held the positio 
of Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. Th: 
post he held until 1814. 

In 1813, an official offer having been made by th 
Russian Minister, Count Dashkoff, of the mediation ( 
Russia, with a view to making peace between Englan 
and the United States, Mr. Madison, the President, ser 
for Mr. Gallatin and requested him to proceed at once t 
St. Petersburg as head of a mission, appointing M: 
Adams (Minister to Russia) and Mr. Bayard as the oth( 
two delegates. 

On April 1, 1813, the Treasury was empty; but, wit 
the assistance of John Jacob Astor,* Gallatin was enable 
to make terms with the banking houses of Parish an 
Girard, and so saved the United States from bankruptcy 
It was a bitter pill for the Federalists to swallow thj 

* John Jacob Astor from Waldorf, Germany. At the age of sixtef 
he joined his elder brother, a dealer in musical instruments, in Londo 
At the age of twenty with a snoall naek of furs he started on his 


cmeved tJiis; it also ratner put American patriotism 
iame. 

As the Diary will show, the mission to Russia w 
itile. But Gallatin made every effort, and with the a 
f his friends, Madame de Stael, Generals Lafayette ai 
loreau, and Baron Humboldt, he obtained a persor 
iterview with the Emperor Alexander in Londo 
'here is no doubt that the latter's influence had gre 
weight. That Albert Gallatin under the greatest dii 
ulties (particularly with his own colleagues) made t 
'reaty of Peace is now universally acknowledged. E 
eing a foreigner was a great advantage to him as 
egotiator in Europe — but placed him at a disadvanta 
1 America. 

Lord Castlereagh and the Duke of Wellington we 
lad to treat with him, and in 1815 he practically coi 
leted the Commercial Treaty, though by his tact ' 
[lowed Mr. Adams to imagine that he had done so. 

He was Minister in France from 1816 until 1823, ai 
^as the United States Ambassador in England fro 
826 to 1827. He was a man of the most simple tast 
ut of deep learning. Louis XVIII once laughingly sa 
) him, ^'Your French is more perfect than mine, b 
ly English is far better than yours." 

John Jacob Astor made him the most generous ofi 
P a share in his business, Alexander Baring* did t 
ime; he refused them both with the same answer, 
lan holding the position I have must not die rich." 

He was offered the Treasury again in 1844. He d 
ot answer the letter, but simply endorsed it, Folly 
hich I take no notice." 

He died in 1849 at the age of eighty-eight. It w 
[ways his wish that my father, his eldest grandso 
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I was brought up by my grandfather, J 
the author of this Diary. My father died 
1859. 




INTRODUCTION 


XJST one hundred years ago three envoys from the Unitt 
tates met, at Ghent, three from Great Britain, in ord' 
0 negotiate for a peace which should close the aimle 
nd indecisive war which those countries had been wagit 
sr two years. After many weeks of wrangling, durii 
rhich they often despaired of success, they succeede 
nd on December 24, Christmas Eve, the treaty of tl 
wo nations was signed, which has given one hundr* 
ears of a peace several times endangered, but nev 
iroken, and now far more likely to continue unbrok< 
han it ever was before. 

This result was mainly due to the tact, patience, sel 
ontrol, and wisdom of Albert Gallatin, one of the Amei 
an Commissioners, the others being John Quincy Adam 
lenry Clay, Bayard and Russell. Born at Geneva 
,761 of an ancient family, originally from Savoy, he hi 
pne to the United States in 1780, had entered Congre 
n 1795, and had at once risen to distinction there by h 
emarkable gifts — clearness of thought, power of logic 
irgument, and steadfastness of purpose. As Secretai 
if the Treasury in the administrations of Jefferson ar 
dadison from 1800 to 1813, he had resumed the wi 


and wMch covers also tie period (1826-27) of Alberl 
Gallatin’s last special diplomatic mission to England, 
The latest entry is October 9, 1827. 

This Diary, given many years ago by James Gallatin 
to his grandson, is now published by the latter. Count 
Gallatin. It is a singularly fresh, frank, and 
vivid record of the incidents which the young man saw 
in Holland, France, and England during his stay there, 
and of the sentiments which those incidents evoked 
when they happened. Young Gallatin had great ad- 
vantages as an observer, for while his father’s position 
gave him access to the society of the ruling classes in 
the countries named, he was himself able to move about 
more freely than his father could, and see life on its 
unoflBcial side. Being moreover a detached observer, 
and in character and tastes more a Genovese than an 
American, he was able to survey men and things with 
an impartially critical eye, which in its youthful confidence 
spared nobody, except his father, and saw the faults of 
his American citizens at least as clearly as he did those 
of Frenchmen or Englishmen. 

The intimacy of his daily jottings gives us a lively 
picture of the Gallatin family. His mother was a typical 
New Englander of that time, altogether well regulated, 
and so loyal to her Puritan piety that she refused to 
attend on a Sunday any of the State and Court functions 
which the customs of the Bourbon Restoration allotted 
to that day. His sister, also well regulated, was not 
without liveliness and spirit. James, the diarist, is a 
br^ht fellow with plenty of humour and by no mp a nfa 
wdl regulated. The ruling figure is, of course, the 
illustrious father. The picture of his character is all 
the more interesting because Albert Gallatin was a 

?I^TSI3ntiai*lTr ^ J -L 




to the weak sides of democracy. His perse^ 
high sense of duty, and his clear, strong jud^ 
out both in the notices of his conduct in difficc 
and in the letters from his pen, some few of 
been very properly inserted in the book, i 
American history will value these familiar gl; 
man who did not in his own day receive from 
American public the credit which his disini 
as well as his abilities deserved. He was nc 
popularity, and he certainly never sought it 
with or under whom he worked recognized 
and though there had often been friction hi 
and John Quincy Adams, that upright and pui 
man insisted on his accepting the mission to 
1826, which Gallatin had sought to avoid. 

There are in this book many interesting si 
the remarkable events and personages of 
Napoleon Bonaparte (during the Hundred 
the Duke of Wellington pass across the sti 
the Eighteenth appears frequently, and th 
Berri, of whose assassination in 1820 there 
account. So does King George the Eourth ai 
Alexander I of Russia, and his Minister Pozz 
the only Corsican, except the Bonapartes and 
has figured in European history since the ten 
We hear a good deal about Lafayette and 1 
Stael, and Joseph Bonaparte and Madame 
Bonaparte (the wife of Jerome Bonaparte), w 
the other personages more or less fully touche 
are Alexander von Humboldt, Lord Castlereag] 
briand, Talleyrand (of whom there is a good 
Count d^Orsay, Madame R6camier, Count 
George Canning, Lord Goderich, and those 
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it is so softened by the lapse of a centu 
descendants of the persons implicated 
care. The anecdotes and the gossip pre 
ture of the society of the time, more dis 
more intemperate in England, more ci 
On the social as well as the political si( 
contribution to history, and Europeans 
icans may be glad that the Diary of thi 
matist has not shared the common fate 
young men consign their personal exper 
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BROTHER-IN-LAW 

have made up my mind that I could in no other manne 
be more usefully employed for the present than on th 
negotiation of a peace. Peace is at all times desirable 
England must be desirous at this critical moment to hav< 
it in her power to apply her whole force on the continen 
of Europe, and the mediation of Russia saves her pride.'^ 

Diary resumed: 

MAY 0, 1813 

We sailed to-day from Newcastle — a ship called th( 
Neptune, 300 tons — Captain Lloyd Jones, J. A. Bayard 
G. H. Dallas, George Milligan, John Todd, father, anc 
myself. 

MAY 10 

Head-winds. I am a bad sailor. I share father^s cabin. 
He comes in now and then and looks at me gravely. He 
says he has no time to think of being sick. 

MAY 11 

A British frigate at anchor; she sent a boat with a 
lieutenant and the captain’s compliments to father 
saying that he would be pleased to see him on board. 
Of course he declined, but sent Dallas and Milligan to 
present his compliments. Captain Jones also took 
Admiral Warren’s passport to have it endorsed. The 
frigate is the Spartan — ^her Captain’s name is Braynton. 

JUNE 20: GOTTENBURG 

We anchored in the quarantine grounds this morning. 
It being Sunday we only got our permission from Gotten- 

L.. — ^ • TT . __ 


1 only a barren rocK. Keturned on board at lU.dU. 
[JNE 21 

Ve hired two boats to take us to Gottenburg. We land( 
ve miles from Gottenburg as the current was so stron 
^e fortunately found carriages to take us to the tow; 
V^hile we waited for them we went into some of the house 
aey are very dirty, horrible smells. All the women a; 
gly and blow their noses on their aprons. Such apologii 
)r carriages — simply open carts, four of them, eac 
rawn by half-starved ponies; wooden springs to tl 
arts. The River Gotha full of shipping. We stoppe 
t the house of a Mr. Dixon a nice Scotsman who ha 
een American Consul. Several Americans came to s< 
ither. 

ONE 22 

Leturned to our ship after breakfast — sailed in tl 
v'ening. . . . Father found a courier going to Englar 
nd entrusted him with a letter to Alexander Barir 
^hich I copied for him.* 

[JNE 25 : COPENHAGEN 

Ve landed this morning. Went to Bachalan^s Hotc 
'ather let me go to see all the sights and afterwan 
uestioned me by way of teaching me history. 

QLY 1 

Ve went on board this morning. South-east win 
^hich delays us greatly. Father called me on dec! 
ointed out where Lord Nelson fought his battle in 180 
[e says all the fortifications are new. It was bor 
arded in September 1807. Most of the houses destroy < 

1 j jf _ j rni 1 


The King lives most simply. Ihe Ministers have merel; 
nominal salaries. Father says he cannot understanc 
England and Russia’s conduct toward Norway. It ha, 
thrown the nation into the hands of the French agains 
their will. Great poverty and distress and much dis 
content. The people struck me as most civil; thej 
looked weary and oppressed, but are very sober. 

JULY 3 

Always head-winds. I do hope we will finish this voyage 
soon, it is so monotonous. Father wishes me to do £ 
certain amount of work every day. I feel it is good foi 
me and it certainly makes the time pass more rapidly. 

JULY 8 

Lovely weather but still head-winds. Just called or 
deck to see the coast of Courland. All on board are 
getting very weary and impatient to land. Fathei 
always keeps his serene temper. 

JULY 12 

Entered Gulf of Finland. We will soon be at the end 
of our voyage. 

JULY 21: ST. PETEESBUEG 

After a tedious journey with little to interest one we 
arrived at St. Petersburg. It is very beautiful. Weather 
very warm. 

JULY 23 

Have been sight-seeing all day. St. Petersburg is very 
fine— great width of the streets and fine palaces. In 
the evenings father tells me much of Russian history. 
Mr. Adams* very civil but has a disagreeable manner. 
He is from New Enoflflnrl a “VanVc ” 


ather is much disappointed that no steps have bee 
aken by England beyond a note discouraging arbitratic 
Itogether. He fears the English Government resei 
he offer of Russian mediation and that the Preside! 
^'as a little hasty in sending the mission. 

!'he Emperor is not at St. Petersburg but with h 
rmy fighting Napoleon. He left Count Romanzoff i 
harge of foreign affairs and has taken Count Nesselroc 
nth him. This father greatly regrets, as Count I 
as great influence with the Emperor and thinks it 1 
he interest of Russia to remain in close friendship wil 
England. Count Romanzoff, on the contrary, was tl 
istigator of the offer of mediation on the part of Russi 
s he disapproves of the overpowering dominion ( 
England on the sea. . . • 

ULY 29 

)ur position is a very embarrassing one. We plainly s< 
re are not wanted. Romanzoff is pressing the Emper( 
□ renew his offer of mediation to Englarid. . . . 

UGUST 6 

uch weary waiting, and all seems so hopeless. IVl 
ither’s wonderful calm and patience surprise one ar 
11. I, of course, being so young, find plenty of amus 
lent here; all is so new to me. To-day, after all corr 
pondence was terminated, father began to talk to m 
le warned me as to my future life — that is, if I decide 
0 remain in America — never, above all things, to forg< 
ly birth and the duties that birth brings — never to c 
nything to dishonour a name which for centuries hs 
ever borne a stain — always to remember that tri 
obility was simplicity — always to be civil, particular 
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wealth in minerals, &c. &c., must be enorr 
turers would come with the lust of gold- 
scruples or conscience or education — ^that 
be terrible corruption — never to mix mys 
man who did not carry on his business or 
in an honest manner — far better to die poor i 
than to sully my name — ^tbat the country 
for years from corruption — immense fortui 
made and lost and men of evil repute woulc 
of the power of their money, keep corrupt 
honesty afloat. . . . 

AUGUST 9 

I never saw people drink as the Russiani 
buffet covered with bottles and glasses 
They drink seven or eight glasses of vodhc 
before going into dinner. I have never to 
of any kind. After dinner the young men 
and disgusting. . . . 

AUGUST 11 

Yesterday the Emperor’s answer was corn] 
father and the other envoys. He authorize 
to renew offer of mediation to England, b' 
direct to London. . . . 

AUGUST 24 

Count Eomanzoff summoned the envoys 
them the dispatches renewing the offer. Fat 
two or three alterations and they were mad< 
be writing all day — my head is in a whirl, 1; 


Je ne suis pas aveugle sur la position actuelle de ce pays, 
mais j'aurai toujours de la partialite pour lui. Je 
mlnteresserai toujours H son bonheur et H son succes. 

Le refus du gouvernement anglais doit vous mettre 
dans une situation tres-d&agr6able. 

Je vois d'ici les Federalistes exager^s rire des maux 
de leur pays par Fespoir de voir le triomphe de leur 
parti, et les exageres du parti contraire en profiter centre 
vous et le President; car il ne faut pas vous en flatter, 
quelque mecontentement que le refus des Anglais de 
traiter en Russie puisse occasionner la guerre ne sera pas 
nationale; il y’a trop d’egoisme; trop de richesse dans 
toutes les classes, et pas assez d’argent dans les caisses 
de Fetat, pour qu^on puisse esp6rer un mouvement assez 
vigoureux de la nation qui la mette dans une attitude 
imposante. 

Les Anglais veulent, dit-on, traiter de la paix sans 
mediation. Je le crois, mais il est ^ craindre que la 

If it liad been the Royalists who slew Robespierre, the Republicans 
would have thanked them twenty-four hours after. 

I was indeed sorry to hear that in spite of the powerful intervention 
of his Imperial Majesty your mission would not meet with the success 
that we anticipated. As one of the English ministers in Germany said 
to me, “The EngKsh will not admit of any mediation when their 
rights at sea are under discussion.” 

I have not the honour to be an American, but I am deeply inter- 
ested in the fate of a country where I have stayed so long and where 
I have received so many marks of kindness. I am far from being 
blind to the present position of your country, but I shall always have 
an interest in her welfare and success. 

The refusal of the English Government must place you in a very 
disagreeable position. I can imagine the extreme Federals laughing 
at disasters to their country in the hope of a party triumph; while 
I can see the Extremists on the other side making capital out of them 
to discredit you and the President. There is no use in deceiving 
yourself; America may be irritated bv the 


humain et le plus honnete que je connaisse, me combl€ 
d’amiti^- D s’int^resse aux Am^ricains et sera toujours 
prSt, j’en suis sur, ^ user de toute son influence pour leui 
procurer la paix. Si je pouvais vous ^tre bon k quelque 
drose ou pour votre mission ou pour vous-mSme veuillez 
disposer de moi et croire aux sentiments de la considera- 
tion la plus distinguee avec laquelle je suis votre trds- 
humble et trSs-obeissant serviteur. 

Moreau, 

Au Quartier-Genlral Imperial, Hrushova, 21 Aotlt, 1813. 
SEFIEMBER 15: WEDNESDAY 

No answer from England. Father greatly distressed at 
the death of General Moreau. 

SEFTEMBEE 20 

Nothing doing ri mediation; we have to wait patiently 
for answer. Father thinks nothing can be done in Russia 
and is anxious to go to England. 

SEPTEMBER 25 

We amuse ourselves as best we can. It is not the season 
here. St. Petersburg deserted, hot with wind and dust. 
I go to the theatre and occasionally dine out. . . . 

OCTOBER 19 

A thunderclap' to-day. Letters from Washington; one 
announcing officially that the Senate had rejected father’s 
nomination as head of the Commission by one vote. . . . 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE to the AMERICAN 
COMMISSIONERS 

Departaient op State, 

August 5, 1813 


Gentlemen, 


enate of the nomination of Mr. Gallatin on the id 
[lat his mission to Russia was incompatible with tl 
ffice of Secretary of the Treasury. 

After the appointment of Mr. Jay, when Chief Justi 
f the United States, by President Washington, and 
Ir. Ellsworth, when holding the same office, by Preside! 
.dams, by which a member of a separate branch of tl 
rovernment was brought into an office under the Exec 
ve, and after the sanction given in practice as well ; 
y law to the appointment of persons during the abseni 
f a head of a department to perform its duties, it wi 
resumed that there would not be any serious or sul 
;antial objection to the employment in a similar servi( 
f a member of the Administration itself. 

Although this nomination was opposed in the Sena 
3 soon as it was acted on, yet it was not believed thi 

would be rejected until the vote was taken. At s 
irly stage the President was called on by a resolutic 
E the Senate to state whether Mr. Gallatin retained tl 
ffice of Secretary of the Treasury, and, in case he di< 
ho performed the duties of that department in h 
bsence. The President replied that the office of Secr^ 
iry was not vacated by Mr. Gallatin’s appointment 1 
-ussia, and that the Secretary of the Navy performc 
s duties in his, Mr. Gallatin’s, absence. After th 
;ply, which was given in conformity with the President 
svn views of the subject, and with those of Mr. Gallati 
hen he left the United States, it was impossible for tl 
resident, without departing from his ideas of propriel 
t both respects, to have removed Mr. Gallatin froi 
le Treasury to secure the confirmation of his nominatio 
) Russia. It would have been still more improper i 
a.ve taken that step after the rejection of the nomim 


done jointly under the Commission, given to the three 
Commissioners by the President when you left the 
United States, in compliance with your instructions will 
not be affected by this event. 

OCTOBER 32 

Father had an interview with Count Romanzoff to-day. 
The latter begs him to remain in St. Petersburg but 
he tliinVs he ought, perhaps, to return at once to the 
Treasury. He feels now that he can act as he chooses as 
he is free. His political enemies are gaining power. He 
is strongly impressed with the idea that he ought to 
resume the negotiations. . . . 

OCTOBER 24 

After a stormy interview with Mr. Adams (Adams was 
the storm) father has decided to take his own course. 
He is sendmg Mr. Dallas to London to see Lord Castle- 
reagh. Count Lieven* and Mr. Baring, with the object of 
being in direct communication with them. . . . 

OCTOBER 26 

Father thinks of going himself to England or to go direct 
to the Emperor’s headquarters. Count Romanzoff spoke 
to father a few days since about a Count Joseph Galati, 
a major-general in the Russian army. He wanted an 
introduction. He is going to call to-morrow, as he is 
only passing through St. Petersburg on his way to join 
the Emperor. . . . 

OCTOBER 27 

Count Galati called this afternoon. He says he is a 
branch of our family; that his family were from Savi- 
gliano in the Piedmont; that his father was intimate with 

"Paul /Ira 


e was very charming, and rather does not douDt 
lationship. Count Paul Michael was the head of i 
mily and my father was his ward. Count Galati i 
eat person in Russia. He was in full uniform, covei 
ith orders and stars. He kindly explained them to i 
e has the following orders: the Military Orders 
;. George and St. Vladimir of Russia, St. Maurice a 
. Lazare of Sardinia, and the Sovereign Order 
. Jean of Jerusalem. He so deeply regrets he is leavi 
morrow as he wishes us to go to his country house. . 

:::tobee 28 

)rd Walpole has arrived. Father is greatly annoy 
his openly talking of Count Romanzoff’s “ intrigues.' 

JTOBER 30 

»unt Romanzoff has just sent father a note informi 
n that he intended retiring from office but that he vi 
nain Chancellor until he has closed the affairs of t 
ssion. 

:CEMBER 1 

seems all the trouble has been made by the Emper 
getting to communicate a most important note 
unt R., which put him in a false position. So after : 
rd Castlereagh was not to blame 

^fUARY 12, 1814 

ther has decided to leave St. Petersburg as there is ni 
rord from the Emperor. . . . 

'lUARY 26 

! leave to-day. Mr. Bayard accompanies us. 


T^r^TT a:, a T14'C!'T'T7«T>T\ a TI/T 


We learnt with great pleasure to-day that Lc 
reagh’s offer of direct negotiations has been n 
President by the appointment of a new C< 
Father’s name was omitted. It seems the 
thinks he is on his way back to take up the Trea 

MARCH 20 

The President has discovered the mistake and 
Father as one of the Commission. . . . 

MARCH 22 

Father received to-day the necessary permis 
Mr. Baring to visit England. We are leavi 
diately. . . . 

APRH, 9: LONDON 
Arrived here to-day. 

APRH, 11 

Father wants to change the place for the neg 
He thinks London would be far better. He Wi 
be in direct touch with Lord Castlereagh. Wt 
comfortably settled in apartments in Seymor 
I find London very dull in comparison to Pari 
Petersburg. Our position is not a very pleasani 
have many invitations, and I think all mean t( 
and kind, but there is always a feeling of constra 
The only house where we seem to be really 
is Mr. Baring’s. 

APRH, 13 

Father sees a great deal of his old friend 1 
Dumont.* He brought Jeremy Benthamf to i 
him to-day. We dine with Monsieur D. to-morr 
*^dr6 Dumont, poEtician, bom 1764, died 1836. Ba 


. . Dined with Lord Bathurst, stiff and lornaal. . . . 
PRIL 15 

)h! the horrors of Sunday in London. It is indeed 
ay of rest. 

Inglishwomen are not pretty; they are either coai 
r very delicate. Complexions fine but too red. Dr< 
> very badly — no taste. . . . 

PML 17 

have been nearly every day to the British Museu: 
ather wanted many works consulted and not 
iken. • . . 

looked up Barth^lemy de Gallatin.’*' He was Colonel 
le Mounted Grenadiers. He died in 1786 and is buri 
: Brompton near his country house. I found his nan; 
c. &c., in an old Army list. He left two daughters. . . 

PRIL 18 

have seen the Prince Regent walking in the Ma 
e is handsome. The Queen I have seen several time 
le keeps great state. . . . 

The foUcnving letters of Albert Gallatin to W. H. Crawford and Oe 
il Lafayette are of interest in connection with the negotiations as shoi 
1 the diplomatic difficulties with which the mission had to contend, 

ALBERT GALLATIN to W. H. CRAWFORDf 

London, April 21, 183 

;y deak Sir, 

Mr. Bayard and myself left St. Petersburg o 
nuary 25, remained four weeks at Amsterdam, an 
rived here on the 9th inst. I could not write to yo 
oner, there having been no communication with Par 

* BartMlemy de Gallatin, Lieut.-Colonel Second Troop of Hon 


having offered me first safe opportunity for a confidentia 
letter. 

Messrs. Clay and Russell, who are jointly with Messrs 
Adams and Bayard appointed to open a direct negotia 
tion for peace with Great Britain, arrived at Gottenburj 
on the 12th inst., after a passage of forty-six days; bu 
as they had not reached the town when the last packe 
sailed, we have not yet received any letter from them 
or any American news brought by the vessel in whicl 
they came. 

There is a newspaper report of Norfolk, under date oi 
February 12, stating that G. W. Campbell was mad( 
Secretary of the Treasury, Rush Attorney-General, and 
that I had been nominated fifth Commissioner to treaf 
of peace with England. My stay in Europe will, oi 
course, depend on the oflicial account which Messrs. Clay 
and Russell will have brought. You are sufficiently aware 
of the critical situation in which the restoration of a 
general European peace has placed our affairs. The 
numerous English forces in France, Italy, Holland, and 
Portugal ready for immediate service, and for which 
there is no further employment in Europe, afford to this 
Government the means of sending both to Canada and 
to the United States a very formidable army, which 
we are not prepared to meet with any regular, well- 
organized force; and they will also turn against us, as 
much of their superabundant Naval forces as they may 
think adequate to any object they may have in view. 
In the prosecution of the war the Ministry would be 
supported by the general voice of the nation. In the 
intoxication of an unexpected success, which they ascribe 
to themselves, the English people eagerly wish that their 
pride may be fully gratified by what they call the “punish- 
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hat such opinions should be almost universally en 
ined here by the great body of the people is not at 
itonishing. To produce such an effect, and ther- 
nder the American war popular, the Ministerial poi;\ 
ive had nothing more to do than to transcribe Ameri* 
3deral speeches and newspapers. If Pickering, Quin 
rong, Hanson, &c., have not brought a majority of 
oaerican people to their side, they have at least fi 
cceeded here, and had no diiOSculty in convincing 
at part of the English community which derives 
formation from political journals that we had no ca 
complaint, and acted only as allies of Bonaparte, 
derstand that the members of the Cabinet do 3 
rticipate in that opinion, but it will certainly reqn 
effort on their part against popular feeling to m^ 
ace with America. It must be added that even th< 
L the Cabinet) a belief is said to be entertained thai 
atinuance of the war would produce a separation 
3 Union, and perhaps a return of the New Engla 
ites to the Mother Country. The multitude of perse 
the Army or Navy, or connected with the war, attach 
the governing party, and whom peace will throw c 
employment, will also press on Government; a 
hough it is probable that the immense military a: 
^al establishments of this country will be so far reduc 
to enable Government to dispense with the m< 
popular war taxes, a prosecution of the war agair 
I United States would afford a convenient pretence i 
iserving a much more considerable standing for 
ill is necessary and would otherwise be allowed ) 
rliament. It may, on the whole, be reasonably inferr 
t the Ministers will be neither disposed to make t. 
5t concession — ^for doing us justice on any point wou 


Jexander, not as a mediator but as a common irien< 
ressing on this Government the propriety of an accon 
lodation, and expressing his strong wishes for a gener; 
sstoration of peace to the civilized world. I do nc 
now whether your situation affords you means i 
pproaching him, and can only state my opinion of tl 
reat importance that an early opportunity should I 
aken by you, or any other person you may think fitte 
or the object, to call his attention to the situation i 
rhich we are left, and to the great weight which h 
pinion in favour of peace on liberal conditions, strong] 
xpressed to this Government, must necessarily have ! 
his time. Of his friendly disposition for the Unite 
states there is no doubt; but we may be forgotte] 
ind it is necessary that he should be apprised of tl 
lostile spirit which prevails here, and which, if n( 
jalanced by some other cause, may even carry Ministe 
jeyond their own wishes and views. It should ah 
5e stated that our Government, having accepted oi 
jrear ago the Emperor’s mediation, and not having su] 
posed that, considering the political connection betwet 
him and Great Britain, she could reject that offer, i 
other provision was made on our part to obtain peai 
until our Government was apprised in January last i 
the rejection of the mediation by England. Thus was 
delay of a year produced, and the opening of our negoti; 
tions unfortunately prevented till after England is i 
peace with the rest of the world; a circumstance whie 
although it does not give us a positive right to clai: 
the Emperor’s interference, affords suflBcient ground i 
present the subject to his consideration. I entreat yc 
to lose no time in taking such steps as may be in yoi 
power in that respect, and to write to me whatever yc 

1 • ..A .. 


Secretary of State, or of Mr. roletica, directing to 
Linder cover of Count Lieven, Ambassador Extraordinj 
3 f H.I.M. the Emperor of all the Russias, London.^^ 

I send General la Fayette’s patents, which were er 
aeously put in my hands instead of yours, and wh 
[ have had no previous safe opportunity to transn 
My last letters from my family were dated January 
vhen they were all well; but I have none of a late d; 
Tom Government or from any of its members. 

I am, my dear sir, with great respect and sine 
ittachment, truly yours. 

Albeet Gallatin. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to GENERAL LAFAYETTE 

London, A'pril 21, li 

3eak Sie, 

I regret that your patents should be put in my har 
Qstead of being entrusted to Mr. Crawford, as no si 
pportunity has as yet offered itself for their conveyan< 
I had the pleasure of seeing very often your frie 
["racy at St. Petersburg, and left him there in good heal 
n January 25. 

I believe that I am not mistaken in offering you r 
ongratulations on the late events in France. It wor 
ertainly have been desirable that the changes shor 
ave been produced by the spontaneous will of the Fren 
eople rather than to appear to have been forced by 
Dreign army. But if such was to be the mode, y 
re most singularly fortunate that the Emperor Alexand 
hould have been the agent. With respect to the rest 
:self, I think that every friend of rational liberty and 
umanity must rejoice at the overthrow of the detestal 
granny under which you and a great part of Euro 


lived never made me desirous that it should, by way o: 
experiment, be applied to countries which might be bettei 
fitted for a limited monarchy. And if this be that whicl 
suits you best, I think the ancient dynasty in every 
respect preferable to a new one. Unfortunately, whilsl 
the greater part of the civilized world rejoices at thi 
restoration of a general peace, the United States alone 
remain at war, and are placed in a more critical situation 
than ever they were since the first years of their revolu- 
tion. Pride, avarice, and ambition will throw here great 
obstacles to an accommodation for which there has ever 
been, on our part, the most sincere disposition. I write 
to you well knowing your unalterable attachment for 
America, and that, if in your power, you will lend your 
assistance in promoting that result. 

Albeet Gallatin. 


Diary resumed : 


APRIL 23 

Father very busy. He has been in close conference with 
Lords Castlereagh, Liverpool, and Bathurst. There is 
much to be discussed. . . . 


APRIL 26 

Still waiting to hear when the English Commission tbinlr 
of starting for Ghent. Father would have much preferred 
carrying out the negotiation in London, but our other 
Commissioners refused point-blank; they were either 
afraid or too proud to come to England. Of course they 
look upon father as a foreigner. This has annoyed him 
very much. He will, I fear, have a very tough time of it 
m keepmg his colleagues in unison, although, by the 
acddent of his being appointed last on the Commission, 


md a sincere friend to the cause of liberty. We ha\ 
ong conversed upon American affairs. It began wit 
lis telling me that he had read with much pleasure an 
nterest what I had sent him. I found ideas had bee 
luggested that had excited a fear that the people of th 
Jnited States had not properly improved their interne 
iituation. My answer was an observation upon th 
lecessity of parties in a Commonwealth, and the assertio 
hat these were the happiest and freest people upo 
larth. The transactions with France and England wer 
jxplained in the way that, although the United State 
lad to complain of both, the British outrages came neare 
Lome, particularly in the affair of impressments. H 
poke of the actual preparation and the hostile die 
)ositions of England. 

I, of course, insisted on the importance of his mediation 
he confidence reposed in him by the United States, wh( 
lastened to send Commissioners chosen from both parties 
md which he very kindly acknowledged. He said he ha( 
wice attempted to bring on a peace. ^^Do, sir,^^ said I 
^make a third attempt; it must succeed; ne wus arrMe\ 
)as en si beau chemin. All the objects of a war at ai 
^nd, the re-establishment of their old limits can b< 
ess opposed, as the Americans have gained more thar 
hey have lost. A protraction of the war would betraj 
ntentions quite perverse and hostile to the cause ol 
lumanity. Your personal influence must carry the 
>oint. I am sure your Majesty will exert it."^ ""Will,’* 

ays he, promise you I will. My journey to London 
tffords opportunities, and I will do the best I can."' 1 
iold him I had received a letter from Mr. Gallatin now 
n London, and we spoke of him, Mr. Adams, Mr. Bayard, 
md the two new Commissioners. I had also other occa- 


itter from my mend Mr. Jefferson, of whom she spo 
dth great regard. This led to observations relative 
iie United States and the spirit of monopoly in Englar 
^tending even to liberty itself. The Emperor said, th 
ad been more liberal in Sicily than I supposed the: 
did not deny it, but expressed my fears of their pi 
acting Ferdinand against the Cortes. His sentiments < 
le Spanish affairs were noble and patriotic. The sla\ 
‘ade became a topic upon which he spoke with phila 
iropic warmth. Its abolition will be an article in t. 
meral peace. You see, my dear sir, I had fully t 
;)portunity we were wishing for. If it has not bei 
ell improved, the fault is mine. But I think some gO( 
IS been done. And upon the promise so candid ai 
merous I have full dependence. If you think proper 
)mmunicate these details to Mr. Gallatin, be pleased 
ive them copied. He spoke very well of him, ax 
emed satisfied with the confidence of the United Stat 
id the choice of their representatives to him. By h 
st accounts Mr. Adams was at St. Petersburg. 

The particulars of this conversation ought not, i 
lurse, to be published; but you will probably think 
leful to communicate to the Commissioners. • , . 

INE 2 

bie Emperor is expected in London next week. T1 
iiropean Treaty of Peace has been signed. He com< 
the guest of England. This will make it more difficu 
r father, as the position will be a delicate one. Loi 
istlereagh arrives to-day or to-morrow. It seems thi 
e exclusion of all Maritime questions or any interferenc 
America was one of the conditions of the Chatello 
inference. 
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UNE 6 

le received a letter from M. Lafayette this morning, 
rom Paris. It gave him a brief r6sumg of his interview 
nth the Emperor Alexander at Madame de Stael’s. He 
legs father if possible to remain in England to have a 
lersonal interview with the Emperor, which he says the 
5mperor promised to grant him — but that it must be of 
I private nature. He also mentions that Baron Humboldt 
las also approached his Majesty — and adds that the 
atter “puts himself at your disposal.” 

TJNE 10 

rhe Emperor arrived to-day. He is lodged at Leicester 
Souse, Leicester Fields. This is the palace that the 
ddest daughter of James I occupied; she was known 
is the “One-year Queen of Bohemia.” Her daughter 
vas the Electress Sophia, mother of George I. . . . 

rUNE 14 

rhe Emperor’s aide-de-camp called to-day. He said the 
Emperor had sent him to say that on June 18 he would 
receive us privately at 11.30. . . , 

As it is a delicate matter there has not been any cor- 
respondence on the subject. . . . 

JUNE 18 

As arranged, his Majesty received father this morning. 
We went accompanied by Mr. Levitt Harris, a secretary 
to the St. Petersburg Mission. Our minister offered the 
loan of his coach. This father thought wise to refuse, 
a.nd hired a common hackney-coach so as to attract as 
little attention as possible. The streets were crowded. 
It IS the day of the banquet given by the City of London 
to the allied Sovereigns. Only father and myself were 
admtted to his Majesty’s presence. There were crowds 
waitmg for audiences. We were passed in at once. 
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Father was presented and then presented me; then all 
withdrew except his Majesty. He is a splendid-looking 
man^ was in full uniform and covered with jewelled 
orders and stars. He was most gracious, and said he 
had the most friendly feeling toward the United States. 
He added that he feared his intervention would be of 
little use — that he had made three attempts since he had 
been here, but that England will not admit a third 
party to interfere in her disputes with you.^^ This he 
said on account of our former Colonial relations, which 
are not forgotten. He also expressed an opinion with 
regard to the conditions of peace, saying: ^'The diflSculty 
will be with England.'' He also spoke of Madame de 
Stael as a woman of great brain and courage." He 
congratulated father on being her cousin. Father 
expressed his deep gratitude to his Majesty for granting 
him an audience, and the gratitude of the United States 
for the interest and friendship he had shown. As we 
withdrew he patted me on the head and said, ^^You 
are rather young to be in diplomacy." 

I wore a suit of Chinese nankeen, white silk stockings, 
high white choker, with a breast-pin of seed-pearls mother 
gave me before I left home. They call my hair auburn — 
I call it red. I am afraid I looked very young. 

Poor Mr. Levitt Harris was furious at not being present, 
but the Emperor's order was “Monsieur Gallatin et 
son filsJ^ 

JUNE 19: LONDON, SUNDAY 

Copied note which the Emperor gave father permission 
to send. The latter does not think it will have any 
effect. The illuminations last night were very fine — far 
surpassing anything I have ever seen. Although father 
is an Envoy Extraordinary" here, his position is of 
such a delicate nature that it is impossible for him to 
accept any public invitations. 

25 
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JUNE 20 

Lord Castlereagh informed father that the English 
Mission will start on July 1 for Ghent. . . . 

JUNE 21 

We leave to-morrow for Ghent by way of Paris, where we 
will remain for a week if possible. . . . 

JUNE 26: PARIS, SUNDAY 
We arrived at five o’clock to-day. 

JUNE 27 

Father had a long visit from General de Lafayette, 
accompanied by Baron Humboldt.* They were both 
much pleased that he had had an interview with the 
Emperor Alexander, but both agree with him that they 
fear now Russian mediation will be of little use, . . . 

JUNE 29 

I saw the King to-day driving in state . , . went to 
the Frangais in the evening — Racine’s PMdre very fine. 
The King and other members of the Royal Family were 
present. 

JUNE 30 

I went to Versailles to-day. What memories it awakens, 
particularly the Petit Trianon 1 I do not think there is 
a palace in the world to equal Versailles. I shut my eyes 
and conjured up Louis XIV and his Court with all its 
splendours. I was accompanied by a son of the Due de la 
Rochefoucauld D’Enville. He is most interesting, and 
told me many quaint episodes of history. One which 
impressed and amused me was that when the Electress 
Sophia, “mother of George I,” came on one occasion to 
visit her sister, the Duchesse d’Orleans, on taking leave 
of the Queen, etiquette required that she should only 
raise the skirt of the Queen’s robe and kiss it, being only 

» Baron Humboldt, bom 1767, died 1835. Statesman and Author. 
26 
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an electress. The Queen, to avoid her doing this, stepped 
behind a chair, and the electress kissed the chair. 

JULY 1 

We leave to-morrow for Ghent by easy stages as father 
is not feeling very well. . . . 

JULY 7: GHENT, THURSDAY 

We arrived here to-day and are lodged very comfortably 
in the Hotel d’ Alcantara, corner of the Rue des Champs. 
Ghent looks clean and cheerful. The inhabitants speak 
only Flemish. All seem employed in commerce. There 
is an English garrison here; the uniforms make the 
streets very bright. 

They call private residences Mteh in this country. The 
house is large and all the delegates are to lodge here. 

JULY 9 

No news of the English Mission. 

JULY 16 

Nothing to do. Mr. Adams in a very bad temper. 
Mr. Clay annoys him. Father pours oil on the troubled 
waters. I am now reading a history of the Low Coun- 
tries. . . . The women are so ugly here. . . . 

We had waffles for breakfast — ^it reminded me of home. 
It seems they are an old Dutch dish. . . . 

AUGUST 7 

At last! The British Mission arrived this afternoon. 
We heard they were coming and I actually saw them ar- 
rive. They are lodged in a fine Carthusian monastery. . . . 

AUGUST 8 

To-day was the first meeting. The British Commissioners, 
as a base of discussion re the treaty — demanded that the 
Indian tribes should have the whole of the North-Western 
Territory. 
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This comprises the States of Michigan, Wisconsin, and 
Illinois— four-fifths of Indiana and the third of Ohio. 
That an Indian sovereignty should be constituted under 
the guarantee of Great Britain: this is to protect Canada. 
Father mildly suggested that there were more than a 
hundred thousand American citizens settled in these 
States and territories. The answer was: ‘‘They must 
look after themselves.” Father is not impressed with 
the British delegates. They are Lord Gambier, Henry 
Goulburn,* and William Adams — men who have not 
made any mark and have no influence or weight. He 
attaches but little importance to them as they are but 
the puppets of Lords Castlereagh and Liverpool. Father 
feels he is quite capable of dealing with them. • . . 

AUGUST 9 

The other demands are of little importance. They 
consist of Sackett^s Harbour and Fort Niagara, so as to 
have control of the lakes. But all this means the dis- 
memberment of the United States. . . . 

Father drafted the rejection of the British “Sine qua non.” 

AUGUST 10 

Father finds greater difficulty with his own colleagues. 
The accident which placed him at the foot of the Com- 
mission placed Mr. Adams at the head of it. Messrs. 
Clay, Bayard, and Russell let Mr. Adams plainly know 
that, though he might be the nominal mouthpiece, 
Gallatin was their leader. Clay uses strong language to 
Adams, and Adams returns the compliment. Father 
looks calmly on with a twinkle in his eye. To-day there 
was a severe storm, and father said, “Gentlemen, 
gentlemen, we must remain united or we will fail. , * 

Henry Goulbum (1784^1856), Member for Horsham, 1808. 
17.0 ^airs, 1810. Under Secretary for War, 

^12. ChanceUor of the Exchequer to the Duke of WelHngton, 1828. 
Home Secretary, 1835. He was elected member for Cambridge 
Umversity in 1831. 

ao 
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AUGUST 11 

Mr. Adams insisted upon drafting the first dispatch 
to-day and submitted to the others for a revision. Mr. 
Bayard used it simply as a foundation for his own draft; 
after quarrelling they referred to father. He put it into 
shape, and after endless discussion all the Commissioners 
ended by adopting it. After this father drafted all other 
dispatches. He wishes all dispatches to be without any 
offence to the feeling of the English delegates. 

AUGUST 12 

He fears negotiations will soon come to an end and has 
but little hope; he does not think the British Govern- 
ment wish to make peace or they would have sent more 
powerful delegates. 

AUGUST 20 

To-day I copied a private note from him to Mr. Monroe: 

will not remain here long, the position is untena- 
ble; I am preparing for departure. Our negotiations 
may be considered at an end. Great Britain wants 
war in order to cripple us; she wants aggrandisement 
at our expense. I do not expect to be longer than 
three months in Europe.^^ 

Still lingering on and nothing arrived at. We are kept 
in absolute ignorance of the cause of the delay. It is 
most galling. It seems Mr. Goulburn does everything 
to obstruct matters. This may be to gain time to receive 
his orders from Lord Castlereagh. . . . 

AUGUST 21 

We all dine at the Intendant^s to-day, the delegates of 
both sides. 

They always entertain here on Sunday— how different 
from London ! It is the gayest day. The working people 
have a cheerful holiday; in London they show joy by 
getting drunk. . . . 
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UGUST 22 

Ir. Clay sat next to Mr. Goulburn; he told father 
tterwards that he had decidedly made Goulburn 
nderstand that we intended to await further instructions 
•om America. Mr. Bayard also had a long conversation 
Eter dinner with Mr. Goulburn, but he said he made 
0 impression. . . . 

UGUST 23 

lord Castlereagh arrived here to-day on his way to Vienna. 
UGUST 24 

[e had a long conference with his delegates, after which 
e saw father, and was most gracious. I was present, 
[e said he had written to Lord Liverpool. . . . 

UGUST 26 

'ather much fears that Mr. Adams will do harm. . . . 
EPTEMBER 3 

father is much annoyed with Mr. Goulburn. He 
aw him to-day. The latter said: “I don’t think you 
ave the slightest intention of making peace.” Father 
nswered: “Surely you cannot mean thisl Why 
hould I have taken the long journey to Russia in 1813 
nd given up everything else in the one hope of making 
leace?” 

EPTEMBER 4 

Ve have given notice to our landlord and intend leaving 
in October 1. Father is quite convinced that Mr. 
joulburn has made some serious mistakes and that he 
las been reprimanded. 

SEPTEMBER S 

k note from Lord Bathurst: the pith of it is that it 
TOuld be more becoming on the part of the United States 

30 


to agree to surrender the Lakes to England and the 
North-West Territory to the Indians. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 9 

Mr. Adams drafted a long reply to it, which he submitted 
to father, who did not approve of it as it would only 
add fuel to the fire. He wrote his own reply, and for a 
wonder Mr. Adams approved of it. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 15 

There is a continual passing of notes and we still are no 
nearer a solution. Father is getting rather despondent, 
but only shows this to me, keeping a cheerful and hopeful 
demeanour before the others. The Indian Territory 
question is a great diflScuIty. Father says if the Indians 
were included in the peace — and to be in the same position 
as they were — our Government would break off negotia- 
tions. He was of opinion that it would be folly to break 
up negotiations on that account. 

England could not now retreat from the position she 
had taken up with regard to the Indian Territory with 
dignity. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 20 

Father has drafted a reply to the British note. It is 
to this end, that they were willing to recognize the 
Indians as an independent nation; they refused to 
allow them to be included in the treaty in any manner, 
although they would be allowed their old rights and 
privileges. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 26 

The note was signed to-day and sent to Washington. 
Mr. Goulburn came to see father. He was most gracious 
and informed him he relied on his tact and good sense 
that he could treat with him; in fact, that he was not 
the least like an American. I do not know if father 
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was pleased or not. He says the only Americans are 
the Red Indians. . . . 

SEPTEMBER 30 

[t seems that Lord Liverpool wishes the offer of the 
Indian amnesty proffered to be accepted. Lord Bathurst 
is of the same mind. At last a slight ray of hope that 
there may be a happy termination. 

OCTOBER 3 

It is now thought advisable to call for a projet of a 
treaty. Mr. Clay has insisted upon drafting the American 
reply himself. . . . 

OCTOBER 22 

The British Commissioners sent a note yesterday; the 
pith of it is that the basis of uti possidetis be admitted 
and that they would treat on that basis alone. , . . 

OCTOBER 24 

I copied a short note to-day which was sent to the 
British Commissioners, drafted by father. It was to 
the effect that they would not treat on the basis of 
uti possidetis but only on the basis of status quo ante 
bellum, with regard to territory, also asking for a British 
projet. . . . 

OCTOBER 29 

We are all hard at work framing our projet. It is a most 
difficult task, as both Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay object 
to everything except what they suggest themselves. 
Father remains calm but firm and does all he can to keep 
peace. The articles on impressment, blockade, and 
indemnities are assigned to Mr. Adams; the boundaries 
and fisheries to father. 

OCTOBER 30 

Father to4ay drew up an article re American rights to 
fish in British waters and British rights to navigate the 
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Mississippi, which were confirmed by the treaty of 1783. 
Mr. Clay objected to them. A long and angry discussion 
ensued. One question was, what were the fisheries 
worth ? The other the value of the navigation of the 
Mississippi. Father wishes to save the fisheries; Mr. 
Clay would not assent to anything. . . . 

NOVEMBER 3 

This drafting still goes on — endless discussions and violent 
arguments which I can see father thinks futile, but he 
never loses patience. 

NOVEMBER 5 

A vote to-day on father’s proposed articles. Mr. Clay 
and Mr. Russell opposed it; father, Mr. Adams, and 
Mr. Bayard approved. 

So the articles were inserted in the -projet. We are 
getting a little more into shape. . . . 

NOVEMBER 7 

Father is doubtful if the questions of the fisheries and 
the Mississippi were not made permanent by the treaty 
of 1783. 

NOVEMBER 10 

The projet signed to-day and sent. The fisheries and 
Mississippi navigation left out. 

NOVEMBER 12 

We have to wait patiently for an answer, as all has to be 
submitted to the superiors in London. 

NOVEMBER 26 

The British contre-projet sent to-day; no allusions to 
the fishery question. A clause claiming free navigation 
of the Mississippi. . . . 
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NOVEMBER 28 

A dreadful day. Angry disputes on the conire-projet. 
Father wishes the clause re the Mississippi accepted. 
Mr . Clay would not hear of it. Mr. Adams in opposition 
to Mr. Clay. Nothing arrived at. . . . 

NOVEMBER 28 

To-day father received a private dispatch from the 
Duke of Wellington. I have only just seen it. It is 
marked “Strictly confidential.” It is couched in the 
most friendly terms, assuring father he has brought all 
his weight to bear to ensure peace. He goes on to say: 
“As I gather, Mr. Madison as well as Mr. Monroe gave 
you full power to act, without even consulting your 
colleagues on points you considered of importance. I 
now feel that peace is shortly in view. Mr. Goulburn 
has made grave errors and Lord Castlereagh has read 
him a sharp lesson.” 

Father burnt this dispatch and does not even know 
that I have recorded it. I wanted to copy it, and was 
doing so when he took it off the table and burned it. . . . 

NOVEMBER 29 

Father’s proposition to accept the Mississippi clause 
after prolonged discussion was carried with a clause 
containing the taking, drying, and curing of fish, as 
secured by the former Treaty of Peace. 

DECEMBER 7 

An answer refusing to accept this proposition received 
to-day. More discussion, everlasting bickering, and 
matters delayed. Father can no longer support Mr. 
Adams; he has tried his patience too far. 

DECEMBER 12 

Another private note from the Duke of Wellington 
assuring father of his support. He says: “Pray do 
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lot take offence at what I say. In you I have the 
;reatest confidence. I hear on all sides that your modera- 
ion and sense of justice, together with your good common 
ense, places you above all the other delegates, not except- 
Qg ours. The Emperor Alexander has assured me of 
his. He says we can place absolute reliance in your 
void. I have always had the greatest admiration for 
he country of your birth. You are a foreigner with 
11 the traditions of one fighting for the peace and welfare 
if the country of your adoption.” 

^'ather, I think, was pleased. He is a foreigner and is 
uoud of it. . . . 

)ECEMBER 

in answer to-day. The fisheries and Mississippi clauses 
o be withdrawn and to be referred to further negotia- 
ions. It would be withdrawn so as not to be mentioned 
n the treaty. 

father now sees clearly the avowed wish of the English 
Tovernment to make peace. . . . 

)ECEMBER 24 

rhe treaty was signed to-day in the refectory of the 
nonastery. Later on there was a solemn service in the 
athedral; it was most impressive. We all attended as 
v^ell as the Intendant, all the officers and the high officials 
if Ghent. 

:hristmas day 

rhe British delegates very civilly asked us to dinner, 
rhe roast beef and plum pudding was from England, 
md everybody drank everybody else^s health. The 
)and played first ^'God Save the King,” to the toast of 
he King, and ^'Yankee Doodle,” to the toast of the 
^resident. Congratulations on all sides and a general 
atmosphere of serenity; it was a scene to be remembered. 
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Sod grant there may be always peace between the 
;wo nations. I never saw father so cheerful; he was in 
ligh spirits, and his witty conversation was much 
ippreciated. 

DECEMBER 27 

Ne have now to wait for the ratification of the treaty, 
indeed, I find it a great rest for me. I have copied 
ill father’s letters as well as all the important ones that 
le has received. Although I am only seventeen years of 
ige, I feel much older. Mr. Adams has shown great 
dndness to me. At first I did not like him, but now will 
De sorry when we part. 

FANUARY 1, 1815 

[ have enjoyed the last week very much. Ghent is en 
'Ste, dancing nearly every night. . . . 

FANUARY 8 

rhe ratification of the treaty completed to-day, A great 
banquet offered by the town of Ghent takes place to-night. 
Poor father is not looking forward to it. . . . 


FANUARY 9 

rhe banquet was very fine, lasting over five hours — 
speeches, nothing but speeches and toasts. Father said 
jut a few words, but they were carefully chosen and 
seemed to go to the hearts of all. He spoke in French 
ind ended in a most witty strain. 


fANUARY 10 

We are leaving now as soon as possible for Geneva. . . . 


TM folMy leUers are of interest as a iribiUe to the part played 
Albert Gamtin in the conclusion of the Treaty of Ghent 
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MADAME DE STAEL to ALBERT GALLATIN * 

CoppET, SmssE, Pays de Vattd, 
Ce 31 Juillet, 1814 

Vous m^avez permis de vous demander si vous avez 
quelque succ^s heureux a esperer de votre mission. 
Mandez-moi k cet 6gard, my dear Sir, tout ce qu^il vous 
est permis de me dire. Je suis inquiete d"un mot de 
Lord Castlereagh sur la duree de la guerre et je ne 
m^explique pas pourquoi il a dit qu^il 6tait de Pint^ret 
de TAngleterre que le Congres de Vienne s’ouvrit plus 
tard. C’est vous, Amerique, qui m'interesse avant tout 
maintenant, k part de mes affaires pecuniaires. Je vous 
trouve k present les opprimes du parti de la liberte et 
je vois en vous la cause qui m^attachait a TAngleterre il 
y a un an. On souhaite beaucoup de vous voir k Geneve 
et vous y trouverez la Republique telle que vous Tavez 
laiss6e, seulement elle est moins liberale car la mode est 
ainsi maintenant en Suisse. Aussi les vieux aristocrates 
se relevent et se remettent k combattre, en oubliant, 
comme les geants de PArioste, qu'ils sont dejS morts. 

♦ MADAME DE STAEL U) ALBERT GALLATIN 

CoppBT, Suisse, Pats de Vaud, 

July 31, 1814 

You gave me permission to ask what hopes you have of the success 
of your mission. Let me know, my dear sir, all that you are permitted 
to tell me. I am disturbed by a word that Lord Castlereagh let drop 
about the duration of the war, and I cannot understand why he said 
that it was to England's interest that the opening of the Congress of 
Vienna should be postponed. 

It is above all in you — America — that I am interested now apart 
from the question of my finances. I find you at the moment the 
oppressed champions of liberty, and it is in you that I find the same 
cause that attached me to England a year ago. 

Every one is very anxious to see you at Geneva, and you will find 
the Republic there the same as you left it; only it is less liberal — for 
that is the fashion at the moment in Switzerland. The old aristocrats 



aux circonstances. Vous devez vous ennuyer k Gand et 
je voudrais profiter pour causer avec vous de tout le 
temps que vous y perdez. Avez-vous quelques com- 
missions a faire k Geneve et voulez-vous me donner le 
plaisir de vous y etre utile en quelque chose? Mille 
compliments empresses, 

N, DE Stael-holstein. 

Vous savez que M. Sismondi vous ^ loue dans son 
discours a St Pierre. 

MADAME DE STAEL to ALBERT GALLATIN* 

Paris, Rue de Grenelle St. Germain, No. 105 
30 Septemhre, 1814 

Je vous ai Scrit de Coppet, my dear Sir, et je n'ai 
point eu de reponse. Je crains que ma lettre ne vous 

too are rising, and entering the arena again, forgetting like Ariosto^s 
giants that they are already dead. I hope Reason will triumph, and to 
one who knows you, she bears a quality so noble and high-minded that 
her strength appears supreme. Strive for peace, nevertheless, and be 
guided by circumstances. You must be wearied at Ghent, and I 
would fain have the opportunity of passing in converse with you all 
the time that you are losing there. Have you any commissions that 
you wish executed at Geneva? If so, pray give me the pleasure of 
doing you some service. 

A thousand compliments. 

N. DE StaEl-holstbin. 

You have doubtless heard that M. Sismondi sang your praises in 
his speech at St. Pierre. 

* MADAME DE STAEL to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Paris, Rub de Grenellb St. Germain, 105, 
September 30. 

I WKOTB to you from Coppet, my dear Sir, and I have not had any 
answer from you. I feat my letter has never reached you. Will you 
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lit pas parvenue. Soyez assez bon pour me dire ce 
le vous pouvez me dire sur la vente de mes fonds en 
merique. Je suis si inquiete que Fid^e me venait 
envoyer mon fils en Am6rique pour tirer ma fortune 
j la. Songez qu^elle y est presque toute enti^rC; c’est 
dire que ai quinze cents mille francs, soit en terres 
it en fonds publiques, soit chez les banquiers. Soyez 
Lssi assez bon pour me dire si vous restez ^ Gand. Mon 
s en allant en Angleterre pourrait passer par chez vous 
>nner mes nouvelles de Paris. 

Enfin je vous prie de m'accorder quelques lignes sur 
ut ce qui m’interesse. Vous pouvez compter sur ma 
scroti on et sur ma reconnaissance, et je merite peut- 
re quelque bienviellance par mes efforts pour vous 
rvir. 

Lord Wellington pretend que je ne le vois jamais sans 
pr^cher sur FAmerique. Vous savez de quelle haute 
nsideration je suis p6n6tr6e pour votre esprit et votre 
ractere. Mille compliments. 

N. DE Stael-holstein. 

good enough to tell me all you can about the sale of my property 
America. I am so anxious that I thought of sending my son to 
lerica to withdraw my fortune from that country. Remember that 
^rly the whole of it is there, that is to say some fifteen hundred 
usand francs, in land and public funds or at my bankers, 
ie good enough also to tell me if you remain at Ghent. My son 
Id go to see you on his way to England and give you my nows from 
•is. Lastly, I beg of you to send me a few linos on anything that 
irests me; you can count on my discretion and gratitude — and 
eserve perhaps some kindness for the efforts I have made to servo 

L. 

iord Wellington pretends that I never see him without preaching 
lim on the subject of America. 

need not tell you how much I admire your wit and your character, 
housand compliments. 


N. DE Stael-holbtein, 
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LLBEET GALLATIN to MADAME DE STAEL-HOLSTEIN* 

Gand, 4 Octohre, 1814 

n’est que tier, my dear Madam, que j'ai re^u 
'otre lettre du 23 Septembre; celle que vous m’aviez 
ait le plaisir de m’Scrire de Coppet m'6tait bien par- 
'enue; mais malgrS la parfaite eonfiance que vous 
a’avez inspiree, il ^tait de mon devoir de ne rien laisser 
ranspirer de nos nSgociations; et j’esp^rais tous les 
ours pouvoir vous annoncer le lendemain quelque chose 
le positive. Nous sommes toujours dans le m^me 6tat 
[’incertitude, mais il me parait impossible que cela 
luisse durer longtemps, et je vous promets que vous 
erez la premiSre instruite du r&ultat. MalgrS lea 
^cheux auspices sous lesquels nous avions commence & 
raiter, je n’avais point perdu I’esp^rance de pouvoir 
eussir. H faut cependant convenir que ce qui s’est 
»ass6 k la prise de Washington peut faire naitre dc 
louveaux obstacles k la paix. Une incursion momen- 
anfe et la destruction d’un Arsenal et d’un frigate ne 
ont qu’une bagatelle; mais faire sauter ou brlller les 
)^ais du Congrbs et du President, et les bureaux des 
lifferents departements c’est un acte de Vandalisme dont 


♦LETTER OF ALBERT GALLATIN to MATO^MF 
DE STAEL-HOLSTEIN 

Ghent, October 4, 1814. 

T was only yesterday, my dear Madam, that I received your letter 
« Sqrtember 30. The one that you were kind enough to write from 
^ppet reached me safely. But in spite of the perfect confidence 
nth which you inspire me it was my duty not to let anything transpire 
r ^ and I had hopes every day that on the morrow 

i Should have some definite news to give to you. We are always in 
^ same state of uncertainty, but it seems to me impossible that this 
m c^ue for long, md I promise you that you shaU be the first to 
TO unpropitious auspices under which 

It however be admitted that what took place at the 
Mptate of Waahmgton may bring forth further obstacles in the way 
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la guerre de vingt ans en Europe depuis les frontiSres 
de la Russie jusqu^^ Paris et de celles du Danemarc 
jusqu'a Naples, n'offre aucim exemple, et qui doit nfices- 
sairement exasp^rer les esprits. Est-ce parceque 
Texception de quelques cathedrales, FAngleterre n^avait 
aucun Edifice public qui pdt leur Stre compart? Ou 
serait-ce pour consoler la populace de la cit6 de Londrcs 
de ce que Paris n^a 6te ni pille ni brtil6 ? 

Tout en vous disant cela, je ne me plains point de la 
conduite des Anglais, qui, si la guerre continue, loin de 
nous nuire n^aura servi qu^S. unir et animer la nation. 
Sous ce point de vue, la mani^re dont on nous fait la 
guerre doit pleinement rassurer ceux qui avaient des 
craintes mal fondees sur la permanence de notre union 
et de notre Gouvernement F^deratif. Et il a quTmo 
dissolution totale qui puisse renverser nos finances et 
nous faire manquer a nos engagements, 

Je comprends cependant fort bien que lorsqu^on n’est 
pas Americain, Ton desirerait dans ce moment avoir sa 
fortune ailleurs que dans ce pays la; je puis avoir des 
prejuges trop favorables et ne voudrais aucunement vous 
induire en erreur. 

Mais il me semble que vendre vos fonds ^ 15 ou 20 

of peace, A sudden raid and the destruction of an Arsenal and a 
frigate are a mere trifle, but to blow up and burn the House of Congress 
and the President's Palace, and the offices of the various departments, 
is an act of vandalism to which the Twenty Years' War in Europe, 
a war that extended from the Russian frontier to Paris, and from 
Denmark to Naples, cannot offer a parallel, and which must noooa- 
sarily embitter the temper. Was it because, with the possible exception 
of a few cathedrals, England has not a single building that can comparo 
with them, or was it to console the populace of the city of London for 
the fact that Paris was neither sacked nor burnt? 

All the same I am not complaining at all of the conduct of tlio 
English, which, far from hurting us, will, if the war continues, only 
serve to unite and to animate our country. Erom this point of view 
their manner of conducting the war must amply reassure all who 
cherished groundless fears for the permanence of our Union and our 
Federal Government. And nothing short of a total rupture can upset 
our finances and make us fail in our engagements, Notwithstandincr 
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pour cent de perte en serait un sacrifice inutile. Ils 
tomberont probablement encore plus si la guerre con- 
tinue, mais les interets seront toujours fid^lement pay6s 
et le capital sera au pair six mois aprSs la paix. Nous 
nous somines tires d’une bien plus mauvaise situation. 
A la fin de la guerre de Tindependance nous n'avions ni 
finances ni Gouvernement; notre population ne s^elevait 
qu’a environ trois millions et demi, la nation etait extreme- 
ment pauvre^ la dette publique 6tait presqu^egale a ce 
qu'elle est actuellement; les fonds perdaient de 80 S. 
85 pour cent. Nous n^avons cependant pas fait faillite; 
nous n’avons pas reduit la dette ^ un tiers par un trait 
de plume; avec de Teconomie et surtout de la probit6, 
nous avons fait face a tout, remis tout au pair, et pendant 
les dix annees qui avaient prec6d6 la guerre actuelle 
nous avions paye la moitie du capital de notre ancienne 
dette. 

Au milieu de toutes nos factions, n’importe quel parti 
ait gouverne, le meme esprit les a tou jours animus & cet 
%ard. Le m^me esprit regne encore; nous sommes trds 

I understand that one who is not an American would prefer to have 
his fortune at the present moment elsewhere than in that country; 
I may myself be somewhat prejudiced and under no circumstances 
would I wish to mislead you. But it is my personal opinion that to 
sell your investments at a loss of 15 to 20 per cent, would be a useless 
sacrifice. They will probably fall still further if the war continues, 
but the interest will always be faithfully paid and the capital will bo 
back at par six months after peace is made- We extricated ourselves 
from a worse position than the present. At the end of the War of 
Independence we had neither money nor government; our population 
did not amount to more than three and a half millions, the country 
was extremely poor, the national debt was nearly as large as it is at 
present, and the Funds fell 80 to 85 per cent. Nevertheless we did 
not go bankrupt, we did not by a stroke of the pen reduce our debt 
to a third. By economy and, above all, by honesty, we met every 
obK^tion, restored all to par value, and in the course of the ten years 
that preceded the present war paid off half of the capital of our original 
debt. 

In the midst of all our party differences, no matter which party was 
in power, the same spirit as regards finance has always animated our 

42 
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ouvert les levres que je fus rassur6^ et en moins de cinq 
minutes je me sentis aupres de vous comme avec une 
amie de vingt ans. Je n^aurais fait que vous admirer, 
mais votre bonte 6gale vos talents et c^est pour cela que 
je vous aime. Agreez-en, je vous prie, Tassurance et 
soyez sure du plaisir que me procurerait roccasion de 
pouvoir vous etre bon quelque chose. 

Albert Gallatin. 

ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Je n^ai pas 4t4 assez heureux pour vous trouver ce 
matin, mon illustre ami. J^aurais bien d6sir6 cependant 
vous parler de mon attachement constant et tendre, de 
mon vif interet pour la paix que vous avez eu la gloire 
de conelure dans des circonstances difficiles. J^aurais 
voulu vous feliciter sur cette belle et noble defense de la 
Nouvelle-Orleans qui fera respecter les armies de la 
Liberte. Comme les flottes qui voguent sous votre 
pavilion se sont couvertes de gloire depuis longtempsi 
Que dans ces temps malheureux mes yeux se fixent avec 
attendrissement sur ces contrees qui seront bientdt le 
centre de la civilisation humainel Je ferais d^autres 
tentatives pour vous trouver et recommander de nouveau 
Mr, Warden, mon ami et celui de Messrs. Berthollet, 
Thenard, Gay Lussac, et de tout ce qui aime les sciences. 
Je ne puis croire qu’un homme aussi instruit, aussi doux, 
aussi honnSte, aussi attache aux Etats-Unis, a M. Jeffer- 
son et aux doctrines vertueuses puisse ^tre rejette 
par votre gouvernement. Je supplie Madame Gallatin 
d agreer Thommage de mon respecteux devouement. 

Wore my confidence returned, and after five minutes in your company 
I felt that I had been your friend for twenty years. My admiration 
was yours in any case. But finding your kindness is only equalled 
y your talents, I cannot but love you. Accept, I pray you, my 
assurance of this, and believe me when I say that it will always be a 
pleasure to me to serve you in any way within my power. 

Albert Gallatin. 
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Juel contrasts entre cette 4poque et celle oil voua me 
ates ^ Londres ennuy6 des “Magnanimous Souverains 
it de la croisade des hgros 1” * 

Humboldt. 

JuAi Mai<aqt7ais, No. 3. 

Jeudi. 

♦ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT io ALBERT GALLATIN 

HAD not the pleasure of finding you this morning, my noble friend. 
Q^evertheless I would fain have spoken with you of my constant and 
incere attachment and of my keen interest in the peace which you 
lave had the honour to conclude under the most difficult circumstances. 

would have liked to congratulate you on your fine and courageous 
[efence of New Orleans, which will gain respect for the armies of 
iiberty. The fleets which sail under your Flag have indeed for long 
overed themselves with glory. How tenderly in these unhappy times 
ly eyes gaze on the countries so soon to be the centre of the civiliza- 
ion of the world. I would make other attempts to find you and to 
ecommend again to your notice Mr. Warden, my friend and the 
fiend of Messieurs Berthollet, Thenard and Gay Lussac, as indeed ho is 
f every friend of learning. I cannot believe that a man so full of 
jarning, so gentle and so honourable, so firm a friend of the United 
Itates, of Mr. Jefferson and his virtuous doctrines, can be rejootod 
y your Government. 

I entreat Madame Gallatin to accept the expression of my respectful 
omage and devotion. 

What a contrast this period presents to the time when you saw mo 
1 London, weary of the Magnanimous Sovereigns and the Heroes’ 
Jrusade. 

Humboldt. 

3 Quai Malaquais, 

Thursday. 


PART II 

FROM THE CONCLUSION OF THE TREATY OF GHENT 
TO THE SIGNATURE OF THE TREATY OF COMMERCE 

JANUARY— JULY 1815 
JANUARY 20, 1815: GENEVA 

We arrived here to-day. Father was very excited, as it 
was his first visit to his native land after so many years 
absence. 

We went direct to the Gallatin House. The entrance is 
in the Cite, a steep narrow lane paved with small round 
cobble-stones. The house faces on the Rue de la Corratrie. 
It is very fine, and belongs to Monsieur Naville, who 
married the daughter and heiress of Count Paul Michael 
de Gallatin, who was the head of the family. Our coat- 
of-arms in stone used to be high up over the door, but 
during the Revolution some miscreants destroyed it, 
leaving only the two lions the supporters. 

JANUARY 21 

Crowds of visitors all day to welcome father. Madame 
de Stael came from Coppet. She is not handsome, but 
such a great charm of manner. She was oddly dressed, 
seeming to have one or two skirts on top of the other, a 
great pelisse of green cloth lined with sable, on her head 
a high green caliche. She invited both father and myself 
to pay her a visit at Coppet. She is not tall, rather fat, 
and has coarse features but splendid eyes. 

46 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1815 
JANUARY 22 

This morning the Syndics came in a body to greet 
father and to congratulate him on the successful termina- 
tion of the Peace with England. Then Monsieur Sismondi* 
made a discours full of laudation of father, much to 
the latter’s annoyance. After they withdrew Benjamin 
Constant was announced; he rushed up to father, seized 
him in his arms, and kissed him on both cheeks. There 
was some excuse for him as he is a relation of ours. 

Large dinner of forty at 3 o’clock, nearly all rela- 
tives — Navilles, Saladins, Sellons, Sarrasins, Humberts, 
Diodatis, de Bud6s, Pictets, Lullins, &c. &c. I was 
much struck with their great simplicity and dignity of 
manner; it was all a revelation to me. The ladies were 
very plainly dressed with hardly any jewels. So odd, 
they never change your knife and fork after the fish is 
served, but have little silver rests by each plate for them. 
The dinner lasted two hours and a half. 

After escorting the ladies to the drawing-room — where 
all the women kissed their hostess, then kissed each 
other, and we men kissed their hands. All this was done 
in a most solemn and dignified manner — then our host, 
knowing father’s habit, conducted him with some of the 
other guests to the library to smoke. 

Father smokes regularly eleven strong cigars a day. 
After about an hour we adjourned to the large gallery. 
All the ladies were seated stiffly around the room. Only 
one person talked at a time. It is called a salon. It was 
interesting at first, but after three hours of it I wished 
myself in Paris. At 9 o’clock supper was announced. . . . 

JANUARY 23 

All day paying visits; a quiet evening. 

JANUARY 24 

We go on a tour of visits, starting on the 26th. I am in 
love with Geneva, it is so beautiful although it is winter; 
* J. C. L. Sismondi, bom 1773, died 1842, a Genevan and famous 
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they tell me I must see it in summer. A large supper 
to-night — other members of our family and relations, 
together with Monsieur de Lavalette and Monsieur 
Bonstetten. . . . 

JANUARY 26 

A very tiring day, paying visits in the morning. From 
5 till 7 o’clock one deputation followed the other to greet 
father. I think he was bored; I know I was. . . . 

JANUARY 26 

We started at 10 o’clock and arrived at Ch&teau de 
Rozay, near Eolle. My grandmother was a Mile Rolaz 
du Rozay. The chateau is small with turrets, very 
old and very comfortable. My two du Rozay cousins, 
who are about my age, are immensely tall and broad in 
proportion, one being 6 ft. 4 in., the other an inch taller. 
It seems that they are always hunting chamois in the 
mountains. I feel like a dwarf next to them. A portrait 
of my grandmother as a girl, not pretty; but one of her 
sisters who married a Prussian, Count Doenhoff, is quite 
lovely; she was Mistress of the Robes to the Queen of 
Prussia and a famous beauty. . . . 

JANUARY 28: CHATEAU DE ROZAY 

We leave here to-morrow and go to the Chfiteau 

d’AIlaman. 

JANUARY 29: ALLAMAN 

Allaman, on the Lake Leman, belongs to Count Sellon 
(his mother was a Gallatin). A beautiful castle, filled 
with Gobelin tapestry and furniture; one room all pink 
tapestry. We dined in the chapel — 60 ft. long and 
30 ft. wide, stone floor. . . . 

JANUARY 30 

The family are charming — four daughters, all young. 

/to 
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he youngest is named Hortense. The Queen Hortense* 
as her godmother. The latter has stopped for weeks at 
llaman. They have an authentic ghost here, not in 
e house but in the park; I hope to see it before I 
ave. It is in the form of a monk reading a book. He 
to be seen in one of the alleys of the wood approaching; 
you get quite close he vanishes. All the family have 
en it, as well as hundreds of others. Monsieur de Sellon 
itions men with bill-hooks at various places to cut down 
anches, as he thinks it but an optical illusion. , . . 

MJARY 31 

saw the ghost at 12.30 to-day. It is certainly extra- 
iinary. They fired point-blank at it without any 
ect. ... 

:bruary 1 

)o tired to write last night. A beautiful day, bright 
nshine. We have been skating all day. Our visit 
:minates to-morrow. To-night a large supper in honour 
Joseph Bonaparte, t the ex-King of Spain, the eldest 
other of Napoleon. He lives at Prangins on the lake, 
onsieur de Sellon had a letter to-day from the Queen 
>rtense — he read parts of it aloud to us. Evidently 
e is in great trouble. 

IBRUARY 2 

seph Bonaparte is handsome— acts as if he were still 
ng of Spain, tie arrived with a large suite. We were 
Bsented to him by the Count de Sellon before supper. 

5 had a long conversation with father on the state of 
irope. He is very rich. He spoke with much feeling 

' Hortense de Beauharnais, daughter of the Empress Josephine by 
first husband, married Louis Bonaparte January 3, 1802, was 
een of Holland and mother of Napoleon III. 

Joseph, the eldest brother of Napoleon, born 1768, died 1844, was 
ig of Naples and King of Spain. 
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' Napoleon. He married Julie Clary, the daughter of a 
[arseilles tallow-chandler; she had some money. Father 
jes not like the Bonapartes or their entourage — says 
)seph Bonaparte shows his middle-class bringing up 
)th in speech and movements, that Napoleon is better 
here he is. Although father is representing a republic 
id believes in republics, he has a strong affection for 
le House of Bourbon. We drove with four horses and 
istiUions to the Chdteau de VeuflBans, above Lausanne, 
t the bottom of the hill two more horses were added, 
nt by Monsieur de Senarclan. The names are so funny, 
eufflans is superb, built by the Reine Berthe in 1000. 
is in bad repair; it would cost over a million francs 
I restore it. After we arrived a deputation presented 
1 address to father from Lausanne in the name of the 
anton de Vaud. . . . 

EBRUARY 3: VEUPFLANS 

went to-day to the Chateau de Chillon, near Vevey. 
is most interesting; such a wonderful position, built 
it into the lake. It belonged to the Duke of Savoy, 
nother dinner lasting two hours, some music, which 
as a relief, then talk, talk, talk, and the usual trays 
issed round, one closely following the other. I was 
ad to get to bed. . . . 

EBRUARY 4 

^e go to-morrow to Sergy, which belongs to Monsieur 
ictet, another relation. . . . 

EBRUARY 5 

beautiful house. Snowing hard all day. A very large 
Mty but of little interest. . . . 

EBRUARY 6 

?e 1^ here this morning in a most comfortable sleigh 
» Ckippet; we had three relays of horses, the last sent 
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dinner at her house in Geneva, to which Madame 
naparte was invited. Arriving very late, she delayed 
•ving the dinner for over half an hour. On one side 
her was a Mr. Dundas, a great gourmand, who was 
ich put out at having to wait. After the soup had 
en served he turned to Madame Bonaparte and asked 
r if she had read the book of Captain Basil Hall on 
nerica. She replied in the affirmative. “Well, madame, 
i you notice that Hall said all Americans are vul- 
rians?'^ “Quite true,^^ calmly answered Madame 
)naparte, “I am not in the least surprised. If the 
nericans had been the descendants of the Indians or 
e Esquimaux there might have been some reason to 
1 astonished, but as they are the direct descendants of 
e English it is perfectly natural that they should be 
tlgarians.’^ After this Mr. Dundas did not open his 
outh again and left at the first opportunity, 
tiis afternoon we went out in Russian sledges, six 
them. 

bie Marquis of Huntly arrived, and we dined at 5 o^clock. 
most interesting evening — our hostess most brilliant, 
le told us many episodes of the Revolution and the 
irt she had taken in it: how she had helped so many 
' her friends to escape, having armed herself with pass- 
3rts of different nations; how Napoleon had persecuted 
3r. She also spoke most feelingly of her father with 
sars in her eyes; it seems she adored him, 

EBRUARY 8: COPPET 

he Marquis of Huntly* gave father a copy of a letter given 
) him by Mr. Barry. It is an account of an interview 
ith Napoleon at Elba — most interesting. He first read 
i aloud. Madame de Stael could hardly contain herself 

* Marquis of Huntly, born 1743, died 1827, afterward Duke of 
ordon. At tke command of Louis XV he opened the ball at Versailles 
ith the Dauphiness, 1770, and in 1826, at the age of eighty-four, danced 
ith Madame de France, daughter of the Due de Berri. 
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id continually interrupted, exclaiming, Cei animal; 
i devrait lui tordre le cou” Lord Huntly says that 
le of the reasons she hates Bonaparte so heartily is, 
hen she once asked him whom he considered the greatest 
omen in history he replied, '^The women who had 
le most children/^ Madame de Stael had only two. 

COLONEL BARRY’S LETTER to THE MARQUIS OF 
HUNTLY 

Mr. Douglas* dined with Colonel Barry yesterday. He 
id just come from the Island of Elba, where he had 
1 audience of nearly two hours with Bonaparte, 
is account of him is as nearly as follows: 
n his arrival in the island he went to General Bertrand 
\rho is a sort of chamberlain) to state that he was a mem- 
3r of the English Parliament and to request permission 
) pay his respects to the Emperor. General Bertrand 
as ill, but he received a very civil answer from General 
'rouet in the affirmative. He was accordingly intro- 
aced, and was received with great courtesy. Bonaparte 
iked several questions about his journey, and then, 

) the surprise of Mr. D., began to talk in the most 
areserved manner of the state of affairs in Europe. He 
lid that he lamented that the present Government had 
Dt given up the slave trade — that had he remained in 
Dwer he would have done so, as it was a system of 
rigandage by which France was not benefited. He 
Eld proposed a plan for the settlement of St. Domingue, 

) give up the centre of the island to the blacks and to 
jtablish factories upon the coast. That he had conceived 
would be attended with advantage to allow polygamy 
nongst the blacks, but upon consulting a certain bishop, 
m bon homme, cet Ev^que m’a dit: c^est contraire ft 
i religion GhrHienneJ* He abused the Emperor Alex- 
ider with great violence, said he was ^faux et un faU 

* Mr. Douglas was an M.P., and a violent anti-Bonapartiat. 
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Vous ne pouvez pas avoir une idee de la faussete de cet 
Jiomme: We were right, he said, in supposing that 
there had been secret articles in the treaty of Tilsit. 
Alexander was bound by them to go to war with England. 
'Cela entra dans mon systhme!' He said the Bourbons 
would repent it if they gave up Belgique, 

That he would have given up anything else, but that 
he knew the French people would not allow him to 
remain on the throne except as a conqueror. France 
would not bear to be confined to her ancient limits. He 
compared her to air compressed within too small a 
compass, the explosion of which was like thunder. 
^Malheur aux Bourbons si jamais Us font la paix sans 
consener aucune conquete; il y^a dans la France une 
jeunesse houillanie de 100,000 homines accoutumes au 
metier de la guerre,^ He was here evidently carried 
away by his subject and, suddenly recollecting himself, 
said; *Mais ce n^est pas mon affaire— je suis mortJ 
In the course of conversation Prince Metternich was 
mentioned, and Mr. D. said, *Cest un hon politique/ 
Bonaparte answered: ^Non, c^est un homme trSs 
aimahle et qui parle tres hien en compagnie, mais qui 
ment ioujours; on pent mentir une fois, deux fois, irois 
foiSy mais on ne pent pas mentir ioujours, ce n^est pas selon 
ma poliiiqueJ England was, he said, at the height of 
her power and glory, but that we must remember that 
when nations were arrived at that point it was said 
they were near a decline. That the Continental Powers 
were jealous of our maritime rights and in time of peace 
would be as much so as they had been of his territorial 
acquisitions. 

He laughed and joked a great deal about the Pope 
and the tricks he had played to get him in his power, 
constantly repeating, *Moi qui suis le meilleur Catholique 
du monde; it rCy a pas dans le monde un meilleuv 
Catholique que moi/ and sentiments of this sort. He 
said he understood the world had expected that he would 
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have put a pistol to his head, but no, he had been born 
a soldier; had found the ^'Throne de France'^ vacant, 
circumstances had placed him on it, that he had remained 
there fourteen years, and had been obliged to descend 
from it. Having borne this ^ce serait un l&che qui ne 
pourrait pas soutenir V existence,^ He was sorry, he said, 
at the close of the last campaign, when he had advanced 
to Ville Juis, he had not pushed on to Paris. He 
had 40,000 of his guards with him who would have 
shed the last drop of blood for him, and he thinks his 
presence would have raised the people to defend the 
town — he wanted so much to do so but was dissuaded 
by his generals. He complained bitterly of Marmont. 
^ Could you have believed it that a man to whom I have 
actually given bread would have deserted me in that 
manner?' he said; that we had not done justice to the 
Americans; that there had never been any treaty between 
him and Madison, and they had held as high language 
to him as they had done to us. Mr. D. had crossed the 
Alps by the passage of the Simplon, one of the most 
splendid works of Bonaparte's reign; hearing it, he 
made many inquiries about the state of the road, and 
appeared minutely acquainted with it and interested on 
the subject. This is almost all I can recollect, nearly 
the whole of what Mr. D. related to us. He says Bona- 
parte is in excellent health — not too fat, as he had been 
told; very dirty and vulgar in his manner of speaking 
and extremely poor. 

The French Government have not paid him his pension, 
and in consequence he has been obliged to reduce his 
household one-half. He had 1200 troops in his pay, 
mostly veterans who had followed his fortunes from the 
Imperial Guards. Mr. D. says his apparent want of 
feeling is beyond anything he could have conceived. 
He could not learn anything on the subject of 
that he was to leave Elba. Some time ? 
landed in one of the most barren parts of t 
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a messenger was dispatched to Bonaparte; he came 
down unattended by any servant and received a lady, 
whom he conducted to a country house of his. She 
remained there two days, at the end of which time he 
reconducted her in the same manner. They embraced 
often at parting. The Elbans think it vf^as INdarie Louise, 
but it is generally supposed to have been a Polish lady 
to whom he was attached. 

Mr. Douglas in the course of conversation two or three 
times mentioned the Empress, whom he had seen in 
Switzerland, but Bonaparte took no notice of it and 
appeared anxious to avoid the subject.'^ 

NOTE ON ORIGINAL BY ALBERT GALLATIN 
Mt» Douglas’s conversation with Bonaparte given to me at Geneva in 
F^ruaryi 1815, hy the Marquis of Hunily^ since Duke of Gordon. . . . 


Diary continued : 

FEBRUARY 8 

After dinner Albertine de Stael sang some charming 
chansonettes, accompanying herself on a spinet. All 
the chairs were put in a circle and Madame de Stael 
held forth. She read some letters of Louis XVIII when 
he was in England. She also told us that it was a fact 
that the Due de Berri had married in London the 
daughter of an English clergyman and had children. 
Then Monsieur Bonstetten gave a little discourse on 
Voltaire and ByroU, followed by Monsieur Sigismonde. 
Then father gave a most amusing account of his early life 
in America and of his first meeting with General Washing- 
ton in a log-cabin. I saw Madame de S. taking notes 
on her tablets. 

FEBRUARY 9 : COPPET 

This morning Lord Huntly described the splendours of 
the ball at Versailles for the marriage of the Dauphin 
Louis XVI; that the King sent for him and commanded 
him to open the ball with Dauphine Marie Antoinette 
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de Clermont-Tonnerre (she was nee de Sellon), Count and 
Countess Cavour, Comtesse de Boigne, and a host of 
others. We dined thirty. At 8 o’clock more arrivals: 
Prince Demidoff in a superb sleigh with eight horses 
harnessed in Russian fashion; he brought the Grand 
Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Princess Patiomkin, 
Princess Galitzin, and Madame Bonaparte. The Grand 
Duke led in Madame Bonaparte. She is quite beautiful 
still, was wonderfully dressed, and covered in fine jewels. 
She kissed me on both cheeks, which made me very shy, 
but she has known me since I was a child. 

At 9 o’clock the comedy was played in the long gallery. 
It was most witty. Madame de Stael was in white and 
gold draperies, with a turban with eight or ten white 
feathers. She really looked handsome. She always has 
a small branch of laurel in her hand. At the end of the 
performance, with a curtsey she threw it to father — just 
the thing to annoy him. Madame Bonaparte gave me a 
brooch of turquoise for my choker. Supper was served 
at 10.30, and the guests did not leave until after 1.30 a.m. 
We leave at 2 o’clock for Sacconex (the de Budes). I 
watched father carefully and tried to do exactly as he 
did. All the ladies curtseyed down to the ground to 
H.R.H.; some of the older ones I thought would never 
get up again. Why will fat old ladies wear such low 
waists? I never kissed so many hands in my life, and 
my neck is quite stiff with bowing. 

FEBRUARY 10 

We left Coppet after dejeuner. Prince Demidoff kindly 
offered to take us with him, as he was going back to 
Geneva and Sacconex is on his way. His sleigh is superb; 
all the rugs are of the finest Russian sable. All assembled 
in the hall to bid us farewell. Madame de Stael kissed 
me on both cheeks and gave me a beautifully bound copy 
of “Corinne” with the dedication Cupidon de la 
part de Vauteur*^^ I really must look a baby. I will 
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never forget my visit to Coppet. We had eight horses 
harnessed Russian fashion, three relays. Galloped all 
the way. . . . 

FEBRUARY 11: SACCONEX 

This is a lovely house and all are so kind. M. de Bude 
is a cousin of father's. There are two sons — Jules, the 
younger, full of life. We have been skating. . . . 

A large dinner, rather dull. , . . 

For three mortal hours in the drawing-room footmen 
passed tray after tray of sir ops, wine cakes, &c. &c. 
People here never seem to stop eating. 

Byron called Madame de Stael ''old Mother Stale,'^ 
but nevertheless he said of her "she is vain, but who has 
better right to be." . . . 

FEBRUARY 13: GENEVA 

We returned here to-day and are stopping at the Naville's. 
Father learned to-day that at one time it was the inten- 
tion of the British Government to send the Duke of Wel- 
lington to America, during the Ghent negotiations, to 
terminate the war. It seems he refused to go, giving 
his reason that he could not be spared, and at the same 
time expressing his displeasure at the way Lords Castle- 
reagh, Liverpool, and Bathurst were acting. It seems 
it was mainly due to him that the English made the 
concessions they did and brought the matter to a speedy 
termination. . . . 

FEBRUARY 14 

Father takes me alone with him to-morrow to spend the 
day at Ferney. He calls it a pilgrimage. He was often 
taken to see Voltaire by his grandmother when very 
young. This afternoon a deputation of Americans resid- 
ing in Geneva and the Canton de Vaud presented father 
with an address enclosed in a beautiful casket of enamel. 
We dined quietly en famille. 
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FEBRUARY 15 

Such an interesting day. Sitting in Voltaire’s favourite 
chair at Ferney, I am writing this. We left Geneva 
early, arriving here for dejeuner at 11.30. The owners 
of Ferney are away, but left orders we were to be enter- 
tained. The house is not large, but well situated and 
comfortable. During dejeuner father told me how he 
used to be brought by his grandmother to Ferney; that 
he often dined at the tables we were sitting at with the 
friends of Voltaire— the Marquis de Condorcet,* who 
wrote the letters of Junius to William Pitt (he was 
arrested in April 1794 and found dead in his cell at 
Bourg la Reine on April 8, poisoned by opium, which 
he always carried in a ring, so cheating the guillotine); 
the Abbe Galiani, the great wit and raconteur, whose 
indecent stories even Madame Necker forgave (it was 
he who said the death of Marie Theresa was ^'like 
an ink-bottle spilt on the map of Europe”); Diderot 
the atheist, and Grimm. He said, “I feel them hovering 
around us now, and can nearly hear their voices.” 

Then he told me of visits when Voltaire read some 
new play aloud, or rehearsed with the Due de Villar and 
Madame Gallatin (his grandmother) — plays that were 
acted both at Ferney and Pregny; in fact, he himself 
had taken the r61e of a negro boy in Oriental dress when 
he was twelve years old. One Sunday Voltaire took 
him into the garden and, pointing to the heavens, said, 
''That is the dome made by the great God — not the God 
created by man.” There was a splendid sunset, and 
as the sun sank behind the Vosges Mountains he said: 
''Can anything be grander than that? — never to be 
mutated.” " When I was older he impressed upon me 
always to be charitable in thought and action, to benefit 
my feUow-creatures as much as was within my power, 
always to speak the truth, and never to be afraid to give 

* Jean Antoine Nicolas de Caritat, Marquis de Condorcet, bom 1743, 
died 1794. 
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my opinion/^ The last time father saw him he was ill; 
it was in 1778, the year before he died. He kissed father 
on both cheeks and said, Enfin Dieu m^appelle — mais 
quel Dieu. Je n^en sais rien.” Madame de la Vilette, 
his niece, gave father a small bust of her uncle, which I 
now have. . . . 

Before leaving Ferney I picked some myrtle-leaves 
and pensees to send to my mother. . . . 

After dining at 4 o^clock we returned to Geneva — a 
day never to be forgotten. I am afraid my description 
is very poor. 

Father is giving sittings to Madame Meunier Romilly 
for a portrait for Geneva. . • . 

FEBRUARY 16 

To-day I visited St. Pierre, the cathedral, also the temple, 
and saw the tablet to the victories of the Escalade in 
1602. There was a Louis Gallatin killed. , . • 

FEBRUARY 17 

We went to Pregny, where father was born. This house, 
together with all my father’s property, was sold by his 
trustees during the Revolution at great sacrifice. They 
thought they were acting wisely in such troubled times. 

I went to see father’s portrait. She will only have 
time to paint the head and hands, the remainder from 
a model. It looks too old to me. 

FEBRUARY 18 

We paid a visit to Madame Rgcamier, who is passing 
through Geneva. She is beautiful, but I could not see 
great intelligence in her face; great charm of manner. 

We also called on Madame Patterson Bonaparte. She 
was very witty and made father laugh. She told us how 
she first met her husband, Jerome Bonaparte. He had 
gone to America in command of a ship, arriving at 
Baltimore. He was invited to dine with an old French- 
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lan, the Marquis de Poleon, who had escaped with his 
amily from St. Domingo during the massacre on that 
5 land; two of his children with their nurses were killed. 
)ii account of the troubled state of France, he had 
bought it wiser to go to America. All the beauties of 
Baltimore were invited to the dinner ^the Catons,* 
cc. &c. She was looking out of the window overlooking 
he drive with Monsieur de Poison’s eldest daughter, 
he continued: ^'We saw two young men approaching 
he house. Mile Pascault exclaimed, pointing to the 
aller one, ‘That man will be my husband.^ I answered. 
Very well, I will marry the other one.' Strangely 
nough, we both did as we had said. Henrietta Pascault 
narried Reubell, son of one of the three directors, and 
; married Jerome Bonaparte"; adding, “Had I but 
waited, with my beauty and wit I would have married 
in English duke, instead of which I married a Corsican 
)Iackguard.^^ 

We leave to-morrow, much to father's regret. He feels 
t is his duty to go to England as soon as possible, as 
here is so much to discuss and settle. This has been 
[lis holiday. A large supper of fifty to-night, nearly all 
relations. I liked them, austere as they were, as they 
are so fond of father and proud of him. 

FEBRUARY 19: BELGARDE 

We left at 8 o'clock this morning. Prince Demidoff 
sent his sleigh and had arranged for four relays of horses. 
Even at that early hour most of our relations came to 
wish us “God-speed." Father was touched, I could see 
it by his eyes. This is our first halting-place. After all, 
Madame Meunier had only time to paint the head and 
one hand, which is holding a roll of paper, symbolic of 
the treaty. 

♦ '^e three beautiful Miss Catons. One married the Duke of Leeds. 
Aiwite ^ Marquis of WeUesley, brother of the Duke of WeUington, 
smd the third Lord Stratford, 
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FEBRUAEY 20: BELGARDE 

I got up early and went to see the “Bouche du Rhone.” 
The river disappears for over three miles under stone. . . . 

FEBRUARY 23: MACON 

We arrived here late last night. A charming old town. 
It is the great wine country. . . . 

FEBRUARY 25: DIJON 

Not very interesting. Still the wine country. . . . 
FEBRUARY 28: FONTAINEBLEAU 

What a beautiful place I We are lodged in an inn 
opposite the palace gates. I went over the ch&teau; 
it is full of interest, of Henry II, Diane de Poitiers, 
&c. &c. I was shown the apartment that Napoleon 
gave to the Pope when he made him prisoner. The 
Pope would not allow a divorce between King Jerome and 
his wife; that was one of the reasons he brought him 
to Fontainebleau, as he himself wanted to divorce 
Josephine. . . . 

MARCH 1: PARIS 

We started early and arrived for breakfast at Vaux 
Praslin, a magnificent palace belonging to the Due de 
Choiseul. It was built by Fouquet, Marquis de Belle- 
Isle, Superintendent of Finances to Louis XIV. He 
entertained the King there in great splendour. . . . The 
Due received us most kindly. He is a connexion through 
the Birons and Marmiers. I never saw such wonderful 
Furniture, tapestries, pictures, &c. &e. The library 
superb; all the books bound in red morocco with coat- 
af-arms in gold. Only the family and a nice homely 
iejeuner. Then father returned with the Due to the 
library to smoke and to get some political information 
From him. We left at 3 o’clock for Paris and arrived 
ate. . . . 

3h, beautiful Paris 1 I am so glad to get back. . . . 
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MAKCH 2: PARIS 

The Due de Choiseul Praslin called to-day and told father 
his Majesty wished for an interview unoflScial. It is a 
delicate matter, as father feels, until he has been to 
London, that his mouth is closed. . . . 

We are lodged in a quiet little hotel in the Rue de 
Monsieur. Father will not spend any money unneces- 
sarily as his expenses are paid by his Government. His 
strong idea is that the representative of a republic should 
not make any show or be ostentatious, saying, “It is 
only the vulgar nouveaux riches that do that.” . . , 

MARCH 3, 1815 

We were received privately this morning by the King. 
Only the Duchesse d’Angoul^me was present. She 
looked very sad. 

The King moved to the embrasure of a window, 
motioning to father to follow himj they remained in 
conversation for a quarter of an hour. Amongst other 
things his Majesty intimated a wish that father would 
be sent as Minister to Paris, adding, “You must not 
forget that your family belonged to France before you 
belonged to America.” The Duchess talked to me 
most graciously, asked me about my mother, and said, 
“You are too young to begin political life.” I assured 
her I was seventeen. She exclaimed, Mais e’est un 

uur . . . 

Monsieur David, the great artist, has requested father 
to allow me to pose to him for Cupid. Father has 
consented, and I sit to-morrow. . . . 

MARCH 4, 1815 

A day of great excitement. News has reached Paris that 
Napoleon had made his escape from Elba and was at a 
little village called Cannes; that he had been received 
with acclamation. 

The King and Royal Family went to the opera and 
had a great reception. . . . 
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[ARCH 5 

reat consternation. Courier after courier arriving; 
Si news suppressed. . . . 

[ARCH 6. 1815 

[o news further than we had yesterday. They say the 
iing is very calm. I saw him driving in state to-day. , . . 
at for my portrait — that is, like a model, I had to 
ose nude. . . . 

[ARCH 10 

'he Emperor is marching on Paris, gathering men on 
is way. Some say he has already one hundred thou- 
rnd. ... 

[ARCH 11 

II sorts of wild reports: one does not know what to 
elieve. . . . 

lARCH 14 

'he Emperor was at Grenoble on the 7th with over 
ne hundred thousand men. . . . 

lARCH 16 

?he Emperor marching steadily on to Paris — acclaimed 
verywhere. Father says the Royal Family will leave 
’aris in a few days. He has private information, but 
las not told me any details. I walk about all day. 
lands of young men shouting “Vive I’Empereur.” It 
5 very exciting. ... 

lARCH 19 

'he King and Royal Family leave Paris to-night. The 
Smperor, with a huge army, is expected at Fontainebleau 
o-morrow. The people in the streets look depressed 
,nd uncertain what to do. Father has told me to remain 
udoors. . . . 
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MARCH 20; PARIS, 11.30 

The Emperor arrived this evening; most of the Imperial 
Family were at the Tuilleries to greet him. All day the 
greatest confusion — officers and their staff, couriers, 
messengers, &c., galloping wildly about the streets. 

Great carts of baggage and furniture. It is very amusing: 
most of the shops closed, the caf^s crammed, chairs even 
put out in the streets. Orators standing on tables 
making speeches; roars of “Vive I’Empereur,” “Vive 
le petit Caporal.” I don’t know if it is genuine or not, 
the French are so excitable. The American Minister 
sent the Stars and Stripes for father to hang on the 
balcony, for protection in case of trouble. I saw the 
Emperor arrive, thousands and thousands cheering him. 
I got wedged in the crowd and carried along with it. , . . 

MARCH 21 

People seem mad with joy. What turncoats the French 
are! Dense crowds surrounding the Tuilleries all day. 
I saw several of the Imperial Family driving. . . . 

MARCH 22 

There is to be a gala performance at the opera — the night 
not yet decided upon. The Emperor drove out to-day 
and was received with enthusiasm everywhere. 

We are leaving shortly for London. Father fears there 
may be trouble, which might delay our journey. . . . 

MARCH 23 

The performance at the opera to-night. I am going. . • . 
MARCH 24 

The scene was superb. For fully twenty minutes the 
audience yelled when the Emperor appeared; I yelled too. 
He is fat, looks very dull, tired, and bored. 

I had another sitting to-day for Monsieur David, 
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MARCH 25 

We see but few people; all our friends seem to vanish 
[ike magic. 

A distracted letter from Madame de Stael to-day. She 
seems in great trouble about everything, particularly 
tier fortune. 

Father will answer her under cover to Monsieur Naville, 
IS he fears a letter addressed to her might not reach 
tier. . . . 

MARCH 26 

rhe people are settling down as far as one can see. Father, 
through Monsieur David, has bought one or two beautiful 
pictures at a very low sum — a head of a Madonna 
m wood panel cut out of a large picture by Murillo, a 
5ne Paolo Veronese, the subject Queen Esther before 
Ahasuerus, a portrait of Mile de Lafayette by Mignard, 
md a lovely head by Greuze. I don^t think father will 
approve of my picture Monsieur David is painting; it 
[s V Amour et Psyche. I have not seen the model but 
should like to. She must be very pretty, only seventeen. 
We are not to pose together. . . . 

MARCH 26 

My last sitting, as we leave for England in a few days. 
MARCH 29 

rhe Emperor sent an aide-de-camp requesting an inter- 
v^iew with father, purely on some financial matters. It 
places him in a most awkward position; he regrets he 
lid not leave for England sooner. . . . 

MARCH 30 

rhe audience at 10.30 this morning. I am not to go. 
Father was not at all pleased with his interview. He 
says the Emperor was brusque — that his speech is most 
iTulgar. Joseph Bonaparte was present. I had better 
^uote father’s own words: “The Emperor first asked 
ny advice on important financial matters, to which I 
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,ve my frank opinion. He then began to question me 
30 ut Canada, also the slave trade. I replied. Sire, 
iv position is such that on these subjects my lips are 
: present sealed/ He abruptly said, ^Then why did 
come here?' Bowing, I answered, ‘I obeyed your 
[ajesty's command out of respect for the ruler of France, 
at as an envoy from the United States to England I 
n not my own master. The Emperor, turning his 
ack on me, walked to a window; I having backed out 
: the room, so ended our interview/' . . . 


[ARCH SI 

le are leaving to-morrow for London. Father thinks 
is wiser. • . . 


PRIL 1: PARIS 

could not start after all — some difficulty about our 
assports. It seems we cannot leave until the 3rd. 
ather is much put out. He had a letter to-day from 
ord Castlereagh. Mr. Adams is Minister to England, 
will be very glad to see him again. . . . 

PRILS 

saw the Emperor to-day riding with a great staifif of 
fficers. He certainly has a most powerful face. I 
■ent to the Fran^ais last night. We leave early to- 
lorrow. . . . 

PRIL 3: MANTES 

har first stopping-place. Arrived in time to go to bed. 
igjy country. ... I wrote a long letter home, as father 
an offer to take letters from le Havre. . . , 

PRIL 4: LES ANDELYS 

day. There was some mistake about our 
of horses and we were detained three hours. We 
n by Rouen, as father wants me to see the cathedral, 
ie nmi not arrive in London until the 10th. . . . 
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APRIL 5: ROUEN 

Arrived here too late to see anything. . . . 

APRIL 6: ROUEN 

I have been all over the cathedral; it is very beautiful. 
Joan of Arc was burned here. We leave at 11 
o’clock. . . . 

APRIL 7: LE HAVRE 

We embarked at once. Awfully rough. Such a miserable 
little packet ! Only one cabin, and horrid odours of 
onions frying. I have gone under, , . . 

APRIL 9: DOVER 

An awful passage. Father has posted up to London, 
leaving me here to recover. I will leave to-morrow. . . . 

APRIL 10: LONDON 

We have been lent such a nice house in St. James’s 
Street and all the servants. I have not seen father 
yet. . . . 

APRIL 11 

Mr. Adams does not arrive to take up his post until 
next month. 

Mr. Bayard is appointed Minister to Russia but he is 
too ill to accept it. He is in Paris. . . . 

APRIL 12 

I am very busy now as I have all sorts of documents to 
copy and file, I also have to go with father to take 
notes. All settling of negotiations is at present entirely 
carried out by him, so the work is very heavy. Lord 
Castlereagh is most gracious, even friendly. Our position 
in London is quite different now; I think I will enjoy 
myself. Mr. Clay arrives in a few days. The season 
has not yet commenced but people are returning to town. 
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[ have been specially enjoined not to record any gossip 
in my diary— to confine it as much as possible to interest- 
ing facts. Father dislikes gossip and tittle-tattle, saying 
it is only fit for idle women, I am having a fine dress 
made to be presented in May. . • • 


^RTL 16: LONDON 

I went to St. Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London 
to-day; the latter is most interesting. 

AU we can do now is to go thoroughly into the following 
matters awaiting Mr. Adams’ arrival: Colonial policy; 
regulating traffic with Canada; opening the St. Lawrence 
River to us; impressment and blockade in times of war; 
trade with West Indies and Nova Scotia; trade between 
India^ Europe, and the United States. Father wishes 
to have everything ready, so as to be able to put matters 
clearly before the other delegates when all have assembled. 
Of course, he is anxious to go home, as he has been absent 
over two years. . . . 


APRIL m: LONDON 

We are invited to pay a visit to the Duke of Devonshire 
at Chatsworth, also to Lord Saye and Sele at Broughton 
Castle. I went to see a cock-fight yesterday and did 
not like it; I will not go again. We dine and sup out 
a great deal. I cannot stand the hours they sit at the 
table drinking port and Madeira. At some houses they 
have round shallow silver trays on wheels holding the 
bottles, which are pushed round the table. I have 
never been accustomed to drink anything but claret and 
water, so I have to sit quiet doing nothing and listening 
to subjects discussed which are far beyond me. 

APRIL 26: BROUGHTON CASTLE 

*1^ is a most interesting old castle surrounded by a 
with a drawbridge. The hall is full of armour 
whidi was fished out of the moat. My bedroom has a 
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sliding panel which opens on the chapel below; other 
rooms have the same. It is to hear early prayers without 
leaving one’s room. . . . 

APEIL 29: CHATSWORTH 

We arrived here on Friday. A superb palace. His 
Grace is so handsome, such great dignity of manner 
and so kind and gracious. He is only twenty-five. Every- 
thing on a splendid scale. They say he will never marry 
as there is some doubt about his birth — that he is a 
changeling. We return to London on Tuesday. Father 
anxious to get back. . . . 

APRIL 30: CHATSWORTH 

There is a very large party stopping here; I cannot get 
hold of all the names. One very great lady is the Mar- 
chioness of Stafford; she is Countess of Sutherland in 
her own right. Like all well-born people I have met she 
is most simple, gracious, and charming. She seems to 
take an interest in everything and is most kind to me. 
She took me all over the house, pointing out the pictures 
and telling me their history. She was a great friend 
of the unfortunate Queen Marie Antoinette. She has 
the greatest admiration for Madame de Stael and was 
much interested in my account of our visit to Coppet. 
She laughed at the dedication to “Cupidon” in my copy 
of “Corinne” and calls me “Cupid.” I am going to dye 
my hair black. The ladies are very fine at night and 
wear wonderful jewels. 

We visited some splendid places to-day. Everjdhing is 
done in such great state. Poor father is so bored; 
I like it. 

MAY 1: CHATSWORTH 

We leave to-day. His Grace is putting a fine coach 
at our disposal with relays of horses all the way to 
London . . . 
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A.Y 3: LONDON 

r, Adams arrives shortly. We found quantities of 
vitations. 

ined with Mr. Alexander Baring. His wife was Miss 
ngham from Philadelphia, her father a Senator. Mr. 
•ederick Robinson, ♦ Vice-President of the Board of Trade, 
is one of the guests. He takes Lord Gambier’s place, 
e seems most affable — a contrast to Lord Gambier, 
bio reminded me of a fire cracker which would never 
I off but was always sputtering (I am forbidden to 
press my opinions). Lord Landsdowne and Lord Grey, 
jry important personages, were also present. We are 

be presented privately to the Regent on Saturday. . . . 

AY 5: LONDON, SATURDAY 

were received by the Regent at 12 o^clock. Carlton 
ouse is very fine but the furniture, &c., is too 
lowy. The Regent and two of his brothers received 
5. The former is very handsome and dignified but is 
.t. He was superbly dressed, his brothers as well, 
ather made such a contrast in his black shorts, white 
Ik stockings, and black coat with his white choker, 
he Prince has the most charming manners; he was 
lost affable. I was in my new clothes — yellow breeches, 
bite stockings, and a dark-blue coat embroidered in 
old. He patted me on the cheek and said with a laugh. 
You will break some hearts.” Everything was done 
ith the greatest tact — no mention of politics, simply a 
fish expressed that we should enjoy our sojourn in 
England, The audience lasted half an hour. 

forgot to mention that a Royal carriage was sent to 
ake us to the palace. There were three footmen behind 
.nd father’s chasseur, in green with cock’s feathers in 
ds hat, stood on the step. We had to have a chasseur 
IS father is “Special Ambassador to England.” We never 

* Frederick John Robinson. Created Viscount Goderich, April 28, 
.827, and Earl of Ripon, April 13, 1833. 
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lAY 9: THURSDAY 

^ery busy writing. I have been to two balls and a rout. 
Vhat a funny thing the latter is. You crawl up the 
taircase, bow to your hosts at the top, and crawl down 
gain with your clothes torn off your back. They call 
hat pleasure. We dine to-morrow with the Duke of 
Vellington. . . . 

iAY 11: SATURDAY 

I very fine dinner. Gold and silver plate superb. It 
asted four hours. Everybody of note was present — 

II the Ministry. Of course, I was much interested. I 
at next to Lord Grey. He did not talk but snapped out 
entences; his mouth is like a mouse-trap. All the 
ervants, they say, were bailiffs. There is so much 
plendour and so much absolutely degrading poverty in 
jondon. Neither in Paris nor Washington have I seen 
nything of the kind, . . . 

lAY 13: MONDAY 

dr. Adams has arrived and we go to serious work. . . . 
lAY 15: WEDNESDAY 

i very long interview to-day; all delegates present, 
dr. Robinson and father continually poured oil on the 
roubled waters. Serious matters were discussed, then 
[ropped to be brought up again. They meet again on 
Mday, . . . 

lAY 17: FRIDAY 

dr. Adams is really a thorn; he is so absolutely Yankee^^ 
nd of a common type. Why he is Minister here I 
annot understand. He is totally unfitted for the post, 
le bursts out at times, upsetting everybody and every- 
hing. Father looks at him with tightly compressed 


5] DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN 

3 . I fear some day he will wither him; now he only 
,kes a clever joke which restores peace. I can sec 
I contempt on the faces of the English delegates; 
sy are so courteous and civil. . . . 

lY 18 

ther had a long personal interview with Lord Castle- 
,gh to-day. They have both agreed that this is the 
;er method to pursue. Lord C. told him they did more 
an hour than, when all met, in a week. Father has 
i same confidence in his lordship^s wonderful quickness 
grasping matters, also his sound good sense of justice 
it Lord C. seems to reciprocate. 

LY £0: LONDON 

ice the signing of the treaty at Ghent there have been 
cries of leaders in the Times inspired by the war party, 
the most bitter character. Of course, they have 
noyed me very much. Father has spoken to me 
reral times on the subject with his calm good sense, 
i says this is inevitable — ^to be regretted, but unworthy 
notice. 

ird Castlereagh has assured him that when he received 
5 news of the signing of the treaty at Vienna he was 
erjoyed. 

le Duke of Wellington and Lord Liverpool have 
pressed the same sentiments. What has pleased me 
>re than anything else is that these three great men have 
reservedly acknowledged that to his good sense, 
>deration, and firmness the signing of the treaty was 
e. He has no vanity, but feels it is a reward for all 
e personal sacrifices he has made. 

iY £3 

is a great activity in military circles; evidently 
e dh^ are determined to crush Napoleon once and for 
* AH this delays us. Father says the climax one 
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the other must soon arrive. He is a little anxious, 
s little. . . . 


imours of all sorts of what the Emperor is going 
try to do. Father fears a great financial crisis. . . . 


is but one absorbing topic, Napoleon^' ! 
: LONDON 

received a detailed account of the great ceremony 
champs de Mars. There was first a solemn Mass, 
e Emperor swore fidelity to the New Constitution. 
3 dressed in the Imperial robes of state. His 
s wore Court dresses of white velvet embroidered 
short capes of the same material powdered with 
^ees, and caps with masses of white ostrich feathers, 
nperor distributed the eagles to the various regi- 
At that moment a terrific thunderstorm broke 
s, together with the repeated salutes of artillery, 

, most impressive, if not theatrical, scene. In a 
it to the throne were all the Imperial princesses 
eir children. I wish I had seen all this. . . . 

tie news. Messrs. Bayard and Crawford sail in 
ptune on the 18th. Father is forced to remain 
the treaty. Always some new obstacle crops up. 
[ams impossible. 

5 

lews. Napoleon left Paris last Monday; they say 
arching on Brussels. . . . 

’7 

rrives only to be contradicted, but the fact remains 
aperor is sweeping all before him. Father only 
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eems troubled about the financial crash which is sure to 
dIIow if Napoleon is victorious. . • • 

UNE 18 

heat anxiety. Consols have fallen terribly. I have 
ever seen greater depression; everybody one sees 
eems frightened. A rumour to-day that a battle had 
leen fought and that the Duke of Wellington was crushed; 
o-night that is contradicted. One cannot believe any- 
hing. They say Monsieur Rothschild has mounted 
ouriers from Brussels to Ostend and a fast clipper ready 
0 sail the moment something is decisive one way or the 
ither. . . . 

TJNE 25, 1815 

[he last few days have been so intoxicating that I have 
lot had a moment td write in my diary. When the 
lews was confirmed of the great victory of the Duke of 
iVellington at Waterloo London went mad and I with it. 
People I had never seen before rushed up to me in the 
[treets and shook me violently by the hand. Father 
low says we will have a long and lasting peace — that 
S'apoleon will be obliged to abdicate, that his star has 
'alien. Many people have been ruined and others have 
nade large fortunes. He is a little annoyed at the 
iesertion of Messrs. Bayard and Crawford, who have 
lailed in the Nejptune, leaving us to get home as best 
pre can. . , . 

nJNE 26 

The Emperor has arrived in Paris. It seems he wanted 
to be killed but his marshals forced him into a carriage, 
as they feared he might be taken prisoner. . . . 

JUNE 27 

We arc nearing the completion of the Treaty of Commerce, 
and it is to be signed in a day or two. . . . 
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JUNE 28 

Father had a farewell audience with the Regent. I did 
not go. Mr. Baring is most kind to us. . . • 

JUNE 29 

Of course, Mr. Adams is retarding matters with his pig- 
headedness. Mr. Robinson is so entirely different, so 
suave and conciliatory. Father is perfectly satisfied 
with the conditions of the treaty. . . . 

JUNE 30 

Father has decided to leave London on July 4, on our 
way home. My mother is not well. We have secured 
a good ship. . . . 

JULY 2 

The treaty signed to-day but not without diflSculty. 
Mr. Adams at the last moment wished to make all sorts 
of alterations. Father agreed to some of them, and 
Mr. Robinson also; if it had been Mr. Goulburn or 
Adams they would not have agreed so easily. Mr. 
Robinson has been most charming in every way. We 
dine for the last time with Mr. Baring. . . . 

JULY 3 

We are actually off to-morrow. All the Barings were 
so kind. The dinner was delightful and we parted 
with them with deep regret. I will be glad to get 
home; after all it is my home and I love it. But I 
want to come back, Homme 'propose mais Dieu 
dispose. 



PAET III 

THE MINISTRY IN FRANCE 

OM THE RESTORATION OF THE BOURBONS TO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF THE DUG DE BERRI 

NOVEMBER 1^15— JULY 1820 

VEMBER 23, 1815: NEW YORK 

ich to my regret, father has written to-day declining 
i mission to France. Lately he seems to have got an 
a in his head that he must devote his attention to 
Mng money for his children. Mamma is greatly dis- 
jointed as well as Frances; they had been looking 
ward to the gaieties of Paris life after all I had told 
:m. Albert does not care; he would prefer to live 
the backwoods. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to THOMAS JEFFERSON 

New York, November 27, 1815^ 

iAR Sir, 

On my return from Washington I found your 
Icome letter of October 16, which my friends here, 
lly expecting my return, had kept instead of forwarding 

Our opinion of Bonaparte is precisely the same. In 
at Lafayette^s and the opinion of every friend of rational 
erty in France did coincide. The return of that man 
IS generally considered by them as a curse. Notwith- 
mding the blunders and rooted prejudices of the 
)urbons, the alienation of the army and the absolute 
int of physical force had made them, upon the whole, 
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harmless, and as soon as the termination of the Congress* 
would have left France independent of foreign interference, 
they must in the course of things either have been overset 
or have governed according to public opinion* After 
Bonaparte^s restoration, it was hoped to pursue a similar 
course; others, placing confidence in the declarations 
of the Allies, hoped to get rid both of him and of the 
Bourbons. All saw the necessity of defending the 
country against foreign invasion, but the fatal catastrophe 
was not, to its full extent, anticipated by any. I call it 
a catastrophe with an eye only to the present; for, 
exhausted, degraded, and oppressed as France now is, 
I do not despair of her ultimate success in establishing 
her independence and a free form of Government. The 
people are too enlightened to submit long to any but a 
military despotism. What has lately passed was a scene 
in the drama, perhaps necessary to effect a radical cure 
of that love of conquest which had corrupted the nation 
and made the French oppressors abroad and slaves at 
home. As to independence, we have the recent instance 
of Prussia, which, with far inferior population, resources, 
or intellect, arose in two years from almost annihilation 
to the rank of a preponderating Power. But to return 
to Bonaparte: I lament to see our republican editors 
so much dazzled by extraordinary actions or carried 
away by natural aversion to our only dangerous enemy 
as to take up the cause of that despot and conqueror, 
and to represent him as the champion of liberty who has 
been her most mortal enemy, where hatred to republican 
systems was founded on the most unbounded selfishness 
and on the most hearty contempt for mankind. I really 
wish that you would permit me to publish, or rather that 
you would publish, your opinions on that subject. This 
might have a tendency to correct those which are daily 
published, and which do injury to our cause at home, 
and to our country abroad. 

* At Vienna and the dissolution of the Coalition. 
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ider different circunastanees, without having any 
ih for a foreign mission or a residence in France, 
light have accepted the appointment of Minister there, 
t, satisfied that nothing can at this moment be effected 
that country, and it being very reluctant to my feelings 
be on a mission to a degraded monarch and to a nation 
ier the yoke of foreign armies, I thought that I might, 
;hout any breach of public duty or of private gratitude, 
isult my own convenience, and I have accordingly 
daily informed our Government that I declined 
ogether the appointment. Gallatin 

iVEMBER £7 

lad a long conversation with father this morning. For 
i first time he told me of Mr, John Jacob Aster's most 
lerous offer to take him into partnership, with a fifth 
ire in a business whose profits were $100,000 a year. 
3 reasons for refusing were, although he respected 
•• Astor, he never could place himself on the same level 
;h him. I am not surprised, as Astor was a butcher's 
1 at Waldorf — came as an emigrant to this country 
;h a pack on his back. He peddled furs, was very 
ver, and is, I believe, one of the kings of the fur trade. 

: dined here and ate his ice-cream and peas with a 
ife. 

ICEMBER 6 

: showed me a letter from Mr. Monroe again urging 
n to accept the French mission. It is in the most 
ttering terms and begs father not to withdraw from 
litical life ^that he is by far the finest diplomatist we 
7e, that anything would be safe in his hands, 
iid hope he was going to tell me he would accept, 
t when I ventured to ask him his answer was: “I 
1 st think of making proper provision for my family, 
im getting old.” 
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DECEMBER 19 

Another letter from Mr. Monroe urging father to recon- 
sider the mission to France. We all want him to, but we 
know perfectly well it is wise for us not to say anything. I 
honestly feel I would much prefer to live in either France 
or England — all is so crude in this country. The two 
years I spent in Russia, France, and England have 
unfitted me for America. 

DECEMBER 26 

Father has just brought another letter to copy. 

ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES MONROE 

New York, December 26, 1815 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your friendly letters of the 4th 
and 16th instant, and have a grateful sense of the motives 
which dictated them. I can assure you that I feel a 
great reluctance to part with my personal and political 
friends, and that every consideration merely personal 
to myself and detached from my family urges a con- 
tinuance in public life. My habits are formed and cannot 
be altered. I feel alive to everything connected with 
the interest, happiness, and reputation of the United 
States. Whatever affects unfavourably either of them 
makes me more unhappy than any private loss or incon- 
venience. Although I have nothing to do with it, the 
continual suspension of specie payments, which I con- 
sider as a continued unnecessary violation of the public 
faith, occupies my thoughts more than any other subject. 
I feel as a passenger in a storm — vexed that I cannot 
assist. This I understand to be very generally the 
feeling of every statesman out of place. Be this as it 
may, although I did and do believe that for the present 
at least I could not be of much public utility in France, 
I did in my private letter to the President place my 
declining on the ground of private considerations. In 
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it respect my views are limited to the mere means of 
stence without falling in debt. I do not wish to 
;umulate any property. I will not do my family the 
ary of impairing the little I have. My health is frail i 
!y may soon lose me, and I will not leave them depend- 
: on the bounty of others. Was I to go to France, 
i my compensation and private income (this last 
2 s not exceed 12500 a year) did not enable me to live 

I ought, I must live as I can. I ask your forgiveness 
entering in those details, but you have treated me as 
Mend and I write to you as such. You have from 
mdship wished that I would reconsider my first 
3 ision, and I will avail myself of the permission. It 

II be understood that in the meanwhile, if the delay 
attended with any public inconvenience, a new appoint- 
snt may immediately take place. My motive for 
iting when I did was a fear that, specially with respect 
other missions, the belief that I would go to France 
ght induce the President to make different arrange- 
;nts from those he would have adopted on a contrary 
pposition. . . . 

Albeet Gallatin 

NUAIIY 2, 1816 

really believe he is going to change his mind after all. 
amma does not mention the subject but sighs deeply 
intervals. Frances declared at breakfast it was useless 
r her to go on with her French as they were not going 
Paris. . . . 

5BRXJAIIY 2 

urrah! everything couleur de rose. I wrote the letter 
ppting the French mission for him at his dictation, 
j. Monroe had written him the most pressing letter on 
le 27th of last month, begging for an immediate reply 
le way or the other. All I say to them at home is, 
Po/iUs VOS paquets, mesdames.” . , , 
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ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES MONROE 

accepting the mission to France 

New York, February 1816 

Dear Sir, 

I have just received your letter of 27th ult., and 
have at last concluded to avail myself of the permission 
given me to accept again the mission to France. I am 
duly sensible of yours and the President's kindness in 
having kept the question so long opened, and hope you 
will find an apology for my hesitation in the importance, 
at my age, of a decision which must so materially affect 
the prospects for life of my wife and children. I believe 
with you that the chance of Congress making any addi- 
tional allowance to Foreign Ministers is not the better 
on account either of the present incumbents or of the 
state of suspense in which some of the important missions 
are now kept. On what may hereafter be done no 
reliance can be placed. I calculate only on what now 
exists, and mean, as I before stated, to regulate my 
expenses accordingly. If I find it impracticable to live 
without encroaching on my small . property, I will beg 
permission to return. I believe an additional compen- 
sation to be much more important to the United States 
than to the individual. 

I have still some private arrangements to complete, 
which will not, however, detain me long, and I will be 
ready to repair to Washington, for the purpose of reading 
the former correspondence and receiving your instruc- 
:ions, at any time you may be pleased to appoint. It will 
Dest suit my convenience to have a short time allowed 
ne on my return from Washington. I will, in the 
neanwhile, wait for your answer. 

I beg you to present Mrs. G."s and my best respects 
:o Mrs. M. and to Mrs. Hay, and to believe me, with 
lincere respect and esteem, truly yours. 

You will have the goodness to return or destroy the 
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ter in which I had declined the appointment, as it 
nild not remain on the files of the office. 

Albert Gallatin 

JAMES MONROE to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Washington, February 13, 1816 

JAR Sir, 

We were much gratified to find by your last letter 
it you accepted the mission to France. I have not 
shed to take you from your affairs, which I am con- 
iced must require your unremitted attention before 
ur departure; but I now think that the sooner you 
ne here the better it will be. It is known that you 
ve accepted the mission, and an early visit here will 
Dduce a good effect. The prospect of obtaining an 
gmentation, in the modes heretofore suggested, of the 
ary is improved by the acceptance; and, being here, 
e opportunity you will have of conferring with Mr. Clay 
d Mr. Crawford on the subject, and interesting them 
it, will give to our exertions much aid. This you may 
ord, in the present state, with perfect delicacy. Every- 
ing will be done to accommodate your views, in the 
ne of your departure, that circumstances will permit. 
)ur former letter was not filed in the Department, 
ivill return it to you when we meet. Our best regards 
Mrs. Gallatin. 

With great respect and esteem. 

Sincerely yours. 

James Monroe 


?RIL 13 

other ! I wish people would let him alone. They now 
Fer him the Treasury; again all our plans are at a 
andstilL 
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APRIL 18 

He will not accept. He says his arrangements to go to 
France are too far advanced to be changed at this last 
moment. He also has some very important business to 
settle in Geneva. The family bourse has accumu- 
lated for so long, and now is such a large sum, he thinks 
something should be done with it. He is the only male 
Gallatin in the world and the Gallatin women have no 
claim to it; there are several of them married in Geneva 
of the different branches. Anyhow, to France we go. 

MAY 25 

I have been on board the Peacock (Captain Rogers), 
which is fitting out to take us as soon as possible. The 
captain told me to-day he would be ready June 1, but 
from the appearance of things I do not believe he will. 

JUNE 2 

Of course, the Peacock is not ready. Here we are all 
packed up and ready; everything most uncomfortable. 

JUNE 7 

The captain has promised father that he will be able 
to sail in two days. All our baggage has been put on 
board. 

JUNE 10: ON BOARD THE PEACOCK 
We are actually off. Such a host of friends to bid us 
“God-speed.” Mamma in tears, Frances in tears, all 
the maids in tears, and all the female relations in tears. 
At the present moment mamma and Frances are waving 
to the receding shore. Albert is busy with the chickens, 
of which we have a large supply. . • . 

JULY 9: PARIS 

After a very fast passage here we are in Paris. I can 
hardly believe it is true, and keep rubbing my eyes, 
thinking I may be asleep and dreaming. 
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.Y 10 

;her had an interview with the Due de Richelieu* to-day 
12 o’clock; I was present to take notes. He ex- 
3sed a most friendly feeling that the French Govern- 
at had for the United States — in fact, was most civil, 
n cordial. 

seemed anxious to know what our feelings toward 
^land were. Father answered that the two Govern- 
Qts were on excellent terms, but of course there was 
tation between the people, which always existed after 
svar — that he regretted that public journals added 
1 to the flame. 

e Duke regretted that the newspapers misrepresented 
s present government of France. He could not under- 
nd how most of the English and American papers 
ended a man who crushed liberty everywhere, 
e Duke, on leaving, said His Majesty wished father 
present his letters of credence to-morrow as the Royal 
mily wer§i leaving Paris shortly. 

LY 11 

accompanied father to the palace to present his letters. 
was amazed at our reception, both by the King and 
i Prince. Our audience was, of course, private, 
ther presented me. Both the King and the Prince 
pressed themselves as most friendly towards the 
lited States. “Monsieur,”! the Due d’Angoul^me, 
d the Due de Berri were present. The King is old 
d very fat. Monsieur is rather handsome; the 
xc d’Angoul^me very stern but with a very kind face; 

‘ Due de Richelieu (Femand-Emmanuel-Sophie-Septimanio du 
issis), peer of France. Minister of Foreign Affairs and President of 
i Council September 26, 1815; died May 17, 1822. 
f “Monsieur” Charles-Philippe de France, Comte d' Artois, brother 
the King. He succeeded Louis XVIII as King of France September 
, 1824. He reigned under the name of Charles X. His two sons 
re the Dukes of Angoul6me and Berri. 
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the Due de Berri very good-looking and very gay and 
smiling. 

Very great etiquette is maintained. They say the 
King is more strict than even Louis XIV was. We cut 
a sorry sight in our plain black coats and breeches with 
all the splendours of the Court uniforms. 

The King asked about mammals health, how she had 
borne the journey — is really most kind and gracious. 
Court coaches were sent for us and took us back. Mr, 
Sheldon* followed us in the second coach. 

JULY 30: ai RUE DE L’UNIVERSITE 
I have been all day interviewing servants — tall and short, 
fat and thin — until I can hardly speak. After sorting 
out what I considered the best, I had them drawn up 
for father’s approval, which I am glad to say he gave. 
Major-domo — Callon by name, a very fine person; 
two house footmen, Edouard and Alfred; two carriage 
footmen, Louis and Jean; Chef, Monsieur Ratifar, such 
a great personage (he brings his own kitchen staff) ; three 
maids, all pretty — I chose them. I don’t know what 
mamma will say when she sees them. I hate to look at 
ugly women. 

The house is really very fine entre cours et jar din. 
Furniture old but very good. We have to supply our 
own plate and linen. We have to make some alterations, 
so mamma and Frances have gone to the Lussacs at 
Versailles. I have my own valet, Lucien, aged twenty- 
five — a very important person he thinks himself, valet 
to a Secretary of Embassy. He will call me ^^ExceU 
lence.” 

AUGUST 3 

All the morning choosing carriages and horses. Of the 
latter we got two pairs, very fine for the “Berline,” 
which is all glass in front; this will be for Court and 
* Mr. Sheldon was one of Albert Gallatin's secretaries. 
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asions. A very strong “Brichka” for everyday 
!ce stout little pair for it. A cabriolet for me; 
le big horses will go in single. 

6 

■eally in very good order and the servants excel- 
iadame Patterson Bonaparte has written from 
asking if she might be allowed to pay us a visit 
days. She is on her way to America. She arrives 
0th. 

The following letter written ai this date gives an interesting ao 
e financial condition of France after Waterloo, 

STTER from ALBERT GALLATIN to JAMES 
MONROE AT WASHINGTON 

Paris, August 6, 1816 

''ou were informed by my dispatch No. 1 of my 
in this city on the 9th of last month. On the 
bad audience of the King, to whom I delivered 
ers of credence. The reception, both from him 
m the princes, was what is called gracious, and 
inied with the usual expressions of most friendly 
ion towards the United States, 
ide here has been too short to enable me to form 
nion of the prospect we have of succeeding in 
ig the indemnities so justly due to our citizens, 
lo not wish to enter into the discussion until I 
scertained as far as practicable the disposition 
Government in that respect. Whatever this may 
situation of their finances will be a formidable 
5 in our way. That there will be a great deficit 
i every succeeding year until the foreign contribu- 
re discharged is notorious. The precise amount 
deficit for this year is not so well known, but, 
source entitled to confidence, has been stated to 
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me as exceeding 350 millions of francs. It is not believed 
that any practical increase of taxes can produce more 
than 100 millions. The residue, or 250 millions a year 
for five years, must therefore remain unpaid, or be 
provided for by creating new stock. That situation would, 
indeed, be deplorable in a country where there is no 
public credit, and where the Treasury cannot raise money 
in any other manner than by selling their 5 per cent, 
stock at the market rate, which does not now exceed 
58 per cent. I still hope that the statement is exagger- 
ated; but the reliance which seems to be placed on the 
forbearance of the allied Powers confirms the opinion 
that the internal resources are not sufficient to meet the 
foreign demands. 

It has been suggested to me that some classes of claims, 
particularly that of vessels burnt at sea, would, if pressed 
by themselves, have a better chance of being admitted; 
but, unless otherwise instructed, I will not pursue a course 
which might injure the general mass of our claims. . • . 

Albert Gallatin 


AUGUST 7 

His Majesty has expressed a wish — in fact, a command — 
that mamma is to be received in private audience, and 
has fixed the 9th. Fortunately, she has all her frocks 
ready. She is to be received in the morning. All the 
corps diplomatique have called, and now it is nothing 
but returning visits. The de Broglies are still with 
Madame de Stael at Coppet, but are returning to Paris 
shortly. The Due de la Rochefoucauld d^Enville (a distant 
relation) has been most kind, and has told father what 
he ought to do and what he ought not to do. 

AUGUST 10 

Mamma was most graciously received. Father accom- 
panied her. She had to wear full Court dress at eleven 
in the morning. She was first received by the King, 
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ho spoke English to her, much to her relief. When 
le retired from the presence she was escorted by Madame 
e Duras to the apartments of the Duchesse d^Angoul6me. 
t seems it was most trying. She has not yet recovered 
•om the fatigue, as she is not strong. 

UGUST 11 

ladame Patterson Bonaparte arrived this morning from 
reneva. Her baggage nearly filled the antechamber, 
he is very lovely, but hard in expression and manner, 
don’t think she has much heart. Her son seems to 
e her one thought. She had a very long talk with, 
ather about his future (her son’s) ; she is most ambitious 
or him. She even has a list of the different princesses 
vho will be available for him to marry: as he is only 
en years old, it is looking far ahead. 

! have but little work to do here. I foresee I will 
oon be in mischief. Paris is indeed the paradise of 
^oung men. 

AUGUST la, 1816 

Vladame Bonaparte’s conversation most brilliant. At 
lupper last night she said that when in Paris just after the 
lundred days, she was at a ball at the British Embassy. 
3he noticed she was much stared at, and that some of 
:he ladies curtsied to her. She asked the Duke of Wei- 
ington what it meant, and he told her she was taken 
:or Pauline Bonaparte* as she was so strikingly like her, 
ind that people were so amazed at thinking Pauline 
Bonaparte would have dared come back to France, 
rhe Ambassador came up to her at that moment to lead 
ber to supper. This intrigued the company all the 
more. She is frightfully vain. 

AUGUST 14 

Father had an audience of the King this morning. He 
suddenly said: “I hear that Madame Jerome Bonaparte 
* Sister of Napoleon, married Prince Borghese. 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1816 

is with you. Pray express to her our regret she will not 
come to our Court, but that we know her reasons for 
not doing so.” When father told her she was much 
gratified, and said, ^'That Corsican blackguard would 
not have been so gracious.” 

AUGUST 15 

Madame Bonaparte left to-day for Havre to embark for 
America. She is such an interesting person, we will 
miss her. She gave mamma a ruby-velvet frock to cut 
up for Frances. To father she gave a really beautiful 
turquoise and diamond brooch. He will never wear it, 
so I will have it. 

AUGUST 17 

We are very busy with documents to be copied to send 
to America. The Due de Richelieu had a very long 
conference with father yesterday. The latter likes him 
so much — admires all his fine qualities, particularly his 
great simplicity, frugality, and above all his honesty. 

AUGUST 23 

I drove my new curricle” for the first time to-day. 
I do not know which was the most proud, myself, Lucien, 
or the horse. It is rather difficult to drive a spirited 
horse and to keep taking off one's hat every moment. 
I have to be on the qui vive not to fail to return a salute; 
I will do better when I get to know people's faces better, 
but now I find it most difficult. I saw many lovely 
ladies, and I flatter myself some of them saw me. I 
find they notice much more when I am driving than when 
I am on foot. Moral — always drive. 

I have just come back from walking in the gardens of 
the Palais Royale. How pretty Frenchwomen are ! 
I know I shall get into all sorts of scrapes. I don't 
remember if I noted our visit to Monsieur de Lafayette. 
He is stopping with a Mr. Parker some distance from 
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He has permission to come to Paris but does 
dsh to do so at present. His greeting to father 
lost cordial. We are soon going to see him again, 
r find it most difficult to keep up my diary; lately 
e neglected it terribly. In the future I will have 
j to write when I can find time and from memory, 
irork all the morning, receiving for father all kinds 
[ualities of people; dining out, suppers, theatres, 
11 sorts and kinds of varied amusements. Hardly 
to sleep. 

e made friends with a charming little danseuse of 
lera. Rosette by name. 

• • • • • • 

ik since I have been able to take up my pen. On 
;day father and mother were commanded to dine 
the King — a very great honour it seems, and one 
^ed for princes and ambassadors. A rather amusing 
nt happened. After dinner a small reception was 

Amongst the ladies received was a Comtesse de 
e.* She is the daughter of the Marquis d’Osmond,t 
ssador in England. In a loud tone she expressed 
stonishment at the presence of Monsieur Gallatin 
is wife to the Prince de Cond64 liis answer to her 
“His Majesty cannot too highly honour Monsieur 
tin, as, although representing a new country, his 
tors had served France for generations and one had 
a. most honoured and intimate friend of Henri IV.^^§ 
sms this got to the King^s ears, who was much 
red, and when Madame de Boigne made her curtsy 
rned his back on her. She called on mamma the 
day, and was most gracious and asked too many 

larlotte Louise EMnore Adelaide d’Osmond married afc the age 
^ General de Boigne. Separated from him after ten months 
ned Me. He was immensely rich and allowed her a large income. 

Eustache Marquis d^Osmond, Peer of France, Ambassador 
Jand. 

me de Conde, bom 1736, Duo de Bourbon. 

5 AoDendiY TT 



CASPAR GALLATIN 
Friend op Henri IV 
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jstions. They say she is the mistress of the Due 
)rleans, who is not allowed to come back to Prance, 
bdame de Stael has arrived. I went with father to 
her to-day; she looks very ill. She had heard of 
idame de Boigne’s behaviour and was very angry. 
5 said, ^'That woman is effrontery itself/^ and Truth 
^er received her invitation to her christening.^^ Madame 
gamier was much amused and told many funny anec- 
;es about Madame de B. It seems her husband is an 
iian nabob who has property at Chamb^ry. They 
not live together but he allows her a large income, 
►ertine de Broglie was delightful — so glad to see us 
I is so natural and unaffected. They are looking for 
ouse, but are at present with her mother. . . . 

CEMBER 

)r neglected diary ! I have broken with Rosette 
[ now dance with the jeunes filles du monde. It is not 
using as I take them back to their mothers when the 
ice is over. We hardly speak a word. How I hate 
this etiquette ! We dined yesterday at the Due 
Bern's. They were both most gracious; she is like 
soiled child and has very bad manners. The Duke of 
llington was a guest, and after dinner the Due de Berri 
ke most kindly to me. They say he has many friends 
he coulisse of the opera. He is so gay and cheerful — 
h a contrast to his father and uncle. They say the 
eans family will soon return to the Palais Royale 
they receive in the most informal manner. A great 
at the Duke of Wellington's. 

seems the Royal Family were most rude, but that 
duke did not pay any attention and rather put them 
shame. Some extraordinary English women were 
gent. 

WARY 1817 

tn trying to collect my senses as it has been nothing 
a whirl of gaiety. Father insisted upon having a 
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ler Christmas Day: Madame de Stael, the de Broglies, 
:o di Borgo, Baron Humboldt, Constant Rebecque, 
isieur la Place, the Due de Richelieu, Chateaubriand, 
and Duchesse de Clermont-Tonnerre, Rochefoucauld, 
on, and a host of others. We sat down thirty-eight. 
:rt and Frances were allowed to appear on this occa— 
Mamma had a huge Christmas-tree in one of the 
?ing-rooms. Small souvenirs for all. As Pozzo was 
ing off some of the presents the tree caught fire: 
?roglie pulled off his coat, I followed suit, and we 
thered the fire before it did much damage. At 
light mamma had had prepared “egg nog” and 
pie toddy,” and we all drank each other’s health 
imerican fashion. Madame de Stael looks very ill. 
r all our guests had left I slipped off to the Maison 
;e — quite a different company. I managed to slip 
the house at 6 o’clock without any of the servants 
ig me. 

it gaiety there is in Paris this season of the year I 
rybody seems cheerful and happy, and all is so 
ht. Father and I dined on Sunday with the Prince 
Princess Galitzin. Katinka Galitzin is pretty and 
of fun; we get on capitally. She has much more 
ty than French girls, being Russian. The son of the 
de Caumont la Force is courting her. In the evening 
jception at Court. Mamma had excused herself 
he plea of illness, but the fact is her religious prin- 
:s will not allow her to go to any big ball or Court 
Sunday. It is a little awkward for father as most 
he big Court functions are on Sunday. I forgot to 
tion the splendid ceremony at Notre Dame on 
istmas Eve. The cathedral was in complete darkness 
: for a few dim lamps. As the bell rang twelve strokes 
urst of light and the most beautiful singing I ever 
•d. The crowd was terrific; several women fainted, 
is an hour getting out, so was late for a supper at the 
Se. Toviea ces “petiles dames ! ” 
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What a gorgeous New Year ! Visits, visits — nothing 
but visits. My pockets are empty. Etrennes for all the 
servants, presents to all the family, not forgetting my 
coulisse friends, has cleared me out. 

Another Court function on Sunday, which, again on 
the plea of illness, mamma begged to be excused. His 
Majesty noticed her absence and most graciously inquired 
if she were seriously ill. Father, who is so absolutely 
frank, answered: ^^Sire, I regret that my wife’s religious 
principles prevent her going to any entertainment on 
Sunday.” The King, instead of being annoyed, answered, 
^'Pray convey our respects to Madame Gallatin, and tell 
her we honour her principles and her courage.” Father 
was much relieved. 

JANUARY 9 

To our immense surprise, a Court courier arrived this 
morning to say that his Majesty would in person call 
at 1,30. No time for any preparations. Father said, 
will receive his Majesty in absolute simplicity, as 
behoves our republic.” He arrived with Monsieur in 
a very simple coach. Mamma, father, the children, and 
myself received him under the 'perron in the courtyard. 
He is very infirm — apologized for not getting out of the 
carriage. He handed mamma a large roll which was a 
very fine engraving of himself. Written in English is 
^^To Madam Gallatin, with all the respect due to a woman 
who has principles. Signed, Louis.” He greatly admired 
Frances, who really promises to be very beautiful. Her 
complexion, like mamma’s, is absolutely perfect. After 
much bowing, &c. &c., he drove off. It seems no such 
honour has ever been conferred by him before. Every- 
body tells father the King pays more attention to him 
than to anybody else. Comte de Gallatin, our cousin, 
the Minister from Wiirtemberg, says he is very jealous. 
By the way, his story is an odd one. His father was in 
the service of the Duke of Brunswick when the duke was 
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;d at the Battle of Jena. As he was dying he said 
he King of Wurtemberg, "I leave to you my most 
ted friend.” The King took him into his service andl 
ted him a Count. Unfortunately, this one only Ixas 
jhters. We are on the most intimate terms with- 
family. Poor mamma is quite dazed — the whole 
jm of living is so entirely different from that in 
rica; this, coupled with her want of fluency in 
Lch, adds to her troubles. Fortunately, we have 
L able to obtain the services of an excellent house- 
ler, Madame Berthal by name — a> Russian who spealcs 
y language under the sun. Nothing ever affects 
er; he is always pleased, and I have never seen him 
out at anything. I really believe if he was given 
jreakfast at midnight, his dinner at 6 a.m., and his 
«r at midday he would hardly notice the difference, 
ive just been seeing the footmen, coachmen, &c., 
leir new liveries. For ordinary occasions, dark blue 
ti breeches, yellow waistcoats, and dark blue coats 
silver buttons, black silk stockings; state liveries, 

; blue breeches, white silk stockings, yellow waistcoats, 
light blue cloth coats with broad silver braid and 
r buttons. The latter is exact, as dark blue does not 
; in heraldry. 

ler is a little doubtful, fearing Americans may 
et to so much show, but he feels the Court of France 
ires it. 


srt’s black, Peter, whom we brought from America, 
?^ed the cook how to make buckwheat cakes. This 
e as a complete surprise. Poor mamma burst out 
ig ™en she saw them. Prances is taking dancing 
•ns. ave learnt to cut a “pigeon’s wing” and had 
eat success at the Galitsin’s on Sunday evening. . . . 
cousin. Count Gallatin, is most kind; he and his 
tove told mamma all that is required of her at Court. 

“ A represents a 

republic, and with all his aristocratic relations here 
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much more is expected of mamma, but her manners are 
so simple and so utterly unaffected that father begs her 
not to change them in any way. 

An accident happened to mamma’s herline to-day. 
Turning from the Faubourg St. Honore into the Rue des 
ficuries d’ Artois, one of the hind wheels caught on the 
high kerb and was wrenched off. Fortunately, the 
horses are very quiet and were not frightened. Frances 
was a little cut by the glass of the window she was sitting 
by. The English Ambassadress was passing at the time, 
and very kindly insisted upon taking mamma to the 
Embassy, which is close by. After having Frances’ 
face seen to she drove mamma home; it was most 
gracious of her. 

I have made the acquaintance of a young American 
who is studying painting, Grayson by name. He is 
going to introduce me to the ‘^grisette world”; I am 
looking forward to it. We go to one of the students’ 
balls on Sunday night. I must keep this very quiet, as 
I fear father would be much annoyed. He does not mind 
how much I go out in the grand monde but he dislikes 
anything like low life. He never had a youth himself; 
he was penned up in Geneva, and when he went to 
America he lived a simple life in the wild parts. I would 
not care to do anything to annoy him. 

My grisette ball was not a success — the fact is, it was 
not fit for any gentleman to go to; I am not particular 
but there are limits. The men were much worse than 
the women. How can they degrade themselves to such 
an extent 1 They left nothing to the imagination. I 
was determined to stop to the end, and even went to 
supper at a restaurant at the Halle. I will never forget 
the horrible orgie. There were Russian, Spanish, Italian, 
and Prussian students; they might have been wild 
beasts from their behaviour. This has been a lesson to 
me; lam glad of the experience and will profit by it. 
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the Elysge Bourbon last evening there was a little 
ing vaudeville played by children wliieh was very 
,ty; then supper, and we danced a contre-dansi'^,^ 
2 h gave me a chance to cut my "pigeon’s wings. 
t eight in succession when my turn came as advancing: 
dier. Madame de Boigne, in that horrid voice of 
, said, “Tr^s bien, mon jeune Amiricain." IIow I 
ke that woman I I cannot help it, she is nothing 
pretension. I believe she thinks herself the moat 
ortant person in France. 

ined at the Russian Embassy yesterday and marie 
I a fool of myself. It was a delightful dinner, and 
ok in Princess Katinka Galitzin. There wa.*? a large 
TtionU of nougat. When it was passed to me the 
it guests had only taken off some of the ornaments, 
icess K wanted some of the nougat, so I boldly stuck 
nth a silver fork; I did not think it was so brittle- — 


g went the whole thing, scattering the nougat in all 
ctions. If the floor had only opened 1 Bits of the 
gat stuck in the ladies’ hair, on their necks and 
ilders. I was filled with confusion. Pozzo di Dorgo 
aimed, “Voila V Amiricain qui attack le ciiadel da 
lussia.” This caused a general laugh and put every- 
y in a good humour. I have not got over it yet. 
link the ladies forgave me as I am so young. 

■nma is so tiresome. When we were children, every 
arday night we had to take a powder and in the 
anng ^ a black draught — always administered by 
m person. She really forgets I am no longer » 
Frances and Albert. I hod 
e^ache for several days, and asked mamma’s 
'To “y at 6 o'clock 

s ^ knocking) in walked mamma with 

Sd T « filled “Jghtcap on 

she left the room I 
f’Amiaajodncs.” I don’t think 
the tone I said it in. . . . 


no 
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TUESDAY 

I am in horrible disgrace. The Russian Ambassador 
gave mamma a beautiful cat. It is always in a large 
basket in her boudoir. Yesterday some people were 
coming to dejeuner. I was early and alone in the boudoir 
where we always assemble when en •petite committee. 
Mamma had been sent a quantity of Madonna lilies 
which were in a vase. I do not know what possessed me, 
but I took one up and commenced to “annunciate” 
the cat in solemn tones. I had my back to the door, 
when I suddenly heard my name pronounced — “James,” 
but in such a tone as only mamma can say it. I was 
saved for the moment by the Due and Duchesse de 
Clermont-Tonnerre being announced. I hardly dared 
speak at table as I knew I was in disgrace. Dear mamma’s 
French is very doubtful, and she never can get a name 
right. There was a pause in the general conversation. 
She turned to the duke and said, “How is Madame de 
Bid6,” meaning Madame de BudS, the grandmother 
of the duchess. This was really too much for me. I 
exploded, and fortunately choked, and had hurriedly 
to leave the table. When I returned naturally I apolo- 
gized, but I might have fallen into the middle of Stone- 
henge from the expression of their faces. Only dear 
father had a twinkle in his eye. He I know will get me 
out of this scrape. 

Mamma sent for me before supper and I had a mauvais 
quart d’heure. I humbly apologized and was most re- 
pentant. I then threw my arms around her and gave her 
a good hug. She gave me six tracts, one for each day 
of the week; I promised to read them. The funniest 
fact of it is that Mourussa, the cat, gave birth to six 
kittens in the night. I only suggested to father that 
one might be called Annunciata. He did not answer 
but looked out of the window. 

I am very sorry for mamma; I can see she is not 
happy. Father is so occupied that I do not think he 
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notices it. It is hard for her: she speaks so little French, 
has really no friends whom she cares for, and her position 
is a very difficult one. The Court is so hemmed in by 
etiquette to which she is not accustomed. She does not 
understand the ways of Frenchwomen of the grand 
vionde and is continually shocked. Indeed I am not 
surprised the only women, she finds anything in common 
with are the ladies of the English Embassy and some 
of the English residents in Paris. There are few Ameri*- 
cans, and those that are here are mostly in commerce 
and without education. I went with her two days ago 
to call on a Mrs. P., the wife of a very rich but common 
American. They have recently bought a very fine hotel 
in the Rue de Varennes; they sold all the beautiful old 
furniture and have refurnished it in execrable taste, but 
she is evidently very proud of it and insisted upon showing 
us aU the reception-rooms. In one room there was a 
large bronze replica of a statue by ‘^John of Bologna.^^ 
For something to say, I admired it. She folded her 
arms and, with a palpable wink, said, '"Bologny done it, 
but I am going to have pantaloons made for it when I 
receive.’' Mamma’s face was a study. She relaxed into 
a smile when the poor woman offered her molasses candy 
and dough-nuts, saying she made them herself to remind 
her of home. 

Now that the gaieties are over I am hard at work 
again; the continual writing, copying of documents, 
^d so forth is very trying. Father cannot pin the 
Due de Richelieu down to anything definite. 


I^BRUARY 

To fatl^ s peat delight, Lafayette dined here last week, 
Madame de Stael, Due and Duchesse 
Monsieur la Place, Pozzo di Borgo, and the 
+t amusing incident. We were all 

drawing-room. Monsieur de Lafayette 
ved. Monsieur la Place was talking to me 
100 
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when Lafayette was announced. La Place turned very 
pale. Just as dinner was announced he went up to 
father begging leave to retire, as he had been ill and 
felt very faint. It seems he found it impossible to sit 
at the same table with Lafayette on account of his 
relations to the Bourbons. This amused Madame de 
Stael very much, and I think the dinner was gayer 
without him. Madame Bonaparte has announced her 
arrival from America in May. 

There has not been a lull in the gaieties, which I thought 
were over. Invitations keep pouring in. Mamma only 
accepts those which she is obliged to as it fatigues her so 
much; father the same, so I have to represent the family 
on all occasions. When we are at home en famille, 
which both mamma and father prefer, I find it intolerably 
dull. They both read or write and rarely speak. Frances 
goes to bed very early, so does Albert. Mamma retires 
at 10.30; father sits up nearly all night. About 11 
o’clock I begin to yawn, and off I go, but not to bed; I 
generally do not get home until 3 and 4 in the morning. 
I hate this sort of deception. When I am twenty-one 
I will openly avow my sins. 

Skating all day on the Petit Lac in the Bois de Bologne; 
I enjoy it immensely. It seems so funny, hardly any 
of the French ladies can even stand on their skates. 
The men are really too absurd. 

A few Russians and Poles skate well, but all are very 
cheerful. Large bonfires are lighted on the bank so 
that we can warm ourselves. The Galitzins brought 
some punch and cakes. They allow their daughter to 
skate, so do the Ourousoffs. No French girls, only 
married women. The G.’s sent two beautiful sledges 
that a man can push from behind — one in the shape of 
a springing tiger, and it is lined with tiger-skin and 
cushions of the same. The other, a large swan, is most 
graceful; this is lined with blue velvet. They have only 
just arrived from Russia. We men in turn push the 
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Ferent ladies about on the ice. I don^t think I cared 
ich about it. The King's coach passed at the very 
t pace that it is always driven; much to our surprise, 
returned and stopped for his Majesty to watch us. 
3 — of course, the men — uncovered, but he most 
tciously sent one of his gentlemen to say that we were 
fc to notice him but go on with our sport, which he 
shed to watch. He stopped quite half an hour. It is 
3h a pity that the beautiful Bois de Boulogne has been 
stroyedl Most of the fine trees have been cut down 
d most of the undergrowth. This was done by the 
diers of the Allies. 

have made some excellent friends of my own age or 
[ittle older. The Due de Guiche, the son of the Due 
Gramont, Rochefoucauld, whom I knew when I was 
re in 1815, Balliet La Tour, PuysSgur, are my intimates, 
have tried to make friends with some of the attaches 
the English Embassy, but I am sorry to say they do 
t seem to care for us but seem to shun us as if we were 
war. Later others may come with a different spirit, 
they are often changing. Nobody could be more 
acious than the Duke of Wellington. Father had met 
m so often at Madame de Stael's; she has that won- 
rful gift of bringing people together and putting them 
once at their ease. I had what might have been a 
ost unpleasant adventure last evening. I had noticed 
veral times a very pretty what I thought was a grisetie 
the gardens of the Palais Royal. She didn't seem 
mind my rather bold way of staring at her — in fact, 
e smiled. As I am always ready for adventure, I wrote 
L a bit of paper asking for a rendezvous. I dropped it 
st as she was approaching me. I saw her pick it up. 
le did not look at me, but shortly after a man, raising 
s hat, handed me a note, only a few words, making 
1 appointment at a house in the Rue St. Honore for 
).30 in the evening. Naturally I was there. An old 
Oman met me at the door. Putting her finger to her 
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lips and bidding me to follow her, she mounted to the 
second floor. Letting us in with a key, I found myself 
in a most beautiful apartment. She threw open the 
door, and to my amazement there was my grisette with 
a child of about two years on her lap and one a year or 
so older standing by her side. All were beautifully 
dressed, and sitting by a little table was a man. He 
rose, and with a bow said, Monsieur, you are most 
welcome to our humble home. My. wife has kept the 
children out of bed expressly for you to see them/^ 
Imagine my deep mortification. She is Mademoiselle 

R of the Thedtre Fran 9 ais. It was a lesson I will 

not forget and which I richly deserved. They both 
begged me to honour them with a visit at any time. She 
knew perfectly well who I was. I will certainly not 
forget them. We are getting very near Lent now, when, 
of course, we will be very quiet. I love the spring in 
Paris — the Champs Elysees is so beautiful with the trees 
and brilliant sunshine. I have been fencing a great 
deal lately, not that I anticipate a duel; in fact, I would 
not be allowed to fight on account of father’s position — 
not that I want to in the least, but I think fencing gives 
great ease, grace, and balance. I took the children on 
Sunday to Versailles. The great fountains played. I 
took Frances to see them; they are a wonderful sight. 
Of course, mamma would not go, as it was Sunday. We 
lost Albert and did not find him for several hours. When 
he appeared he had his hat covered with insects and 
butterflies on pins that he had caught. I made him 
throw them all away. He is really incorrigible; he 
ought to be sent to a boarding-school or college. 

MARCH 1817 

Now that Lent has come we have much more leisure, 
no Court entertainments of any kind. Father has received 
an intimation that he will be required to go to the 
Netherlands in July to help Mr. Eustace in his negotiations 
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demnity, &c. &c. He does not care much about 
r but never shirks his duty. I will go with him. 
ame de Stael is very ill. She sent for father to-day 
had a long conference with him, principally about 
property. He had advised her to place all her 
itary affairs in the hands of Monsieur Rothschild 
ondon. She did not take his advice at the time 
now repents it. It seems she is much troubled 
t what she should do for Mr. Rocca (her husband), 
great love for her daughter is overwhelming; she 
s to leave her the bulk of her property. At one 
ent — strong woman as she is — she talks of approach- 
leath; the next moment of the house she has taken 
the entertainments she intends to give. Madame 
,mier has a beautiful hotel in the Rue de (illegible). 
receives on Thursday evenings, always reclining on 
iise4ongue. She is certainly very brilliant and witty, 
does not like Madame de Boigne and calls her une 
ncieuse. She says, Madame de B. only acknowl- 
3 two families, that of the Bon Dieu and the 
onds.” 

ink I have forgotten to mention the attempt on 
ife of the Duke of Wellington. As he was driving 
3 in the Champs Elysees a shot was fired, but for- 
fcely missed him — ^in fact, the bullet has not been 
1. Some malicious people say he had the shot fired 
elf. Naturally he has lots of enemies. So great 
n as he is can brush such insinuations aside without 
g them a thought. He certainly is the most impor- 
personage in France at present, and if anything 
ened to him it would be a dire calamity. Indeed, 
very odd how persistently rude the Royal Family 
to him. He never shows the slightest displeasure 
is always dignified and courtesy itself. Father has 
p^eatest admiration for him, and believes him to be 
rn diplomatist as well as a great soldier and leader 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1817 

I have just heard that a man called Cantillon has been 
arrested. They say he is but a man of straw and that 
his arrest was made to appease the English and that he 
will never be tried. The extraordinary thing is that, 
with the exception of the Due de Berri, not one of the 
Royal Family expressed the slightest sympathy or con- 
gratulated the Duke on his escape, 

MARCH 26 

The Chamber closed to-day. I am getting a little tired 
of Lent, mamma will keep it so strictly. I see at times 
it rather annoys father, but he does not say anything. 
I can never quite make out what his ideas are on religion. 
He is a Calvinist and was brought up when a child by 
Mile Pictet very strictly. I think Voltaire and his ideas 
greatly influenced him. I do not care what his religion 
is, nobody could be better than he is. Always so gentle, 
smoothing over everything and keeping peace, thoughtful 
for everybody, even for the servants — could there be a 
better man? I only wish I could approach him in any 
way. Mamma was a Miss Nicholson; I must have some 
of the “Old Nick^' in me from that side of the family. 

MARCH 29 

Father to-day told me if I could find an agreeable travel- 
ling companion that he would give me the money to go 
to Bourg to see Jacques Coeur's house, which is so beau- 
tiful. I fear my travelling companion must be of the 
male sex, although father did not stipulate this. It is 
rather a long journey, quite three days to get there. 

I was showing Prances to-day how I could tame her 
canary. I drew a chalk-line on the table, caught the 
little bird, and laid him on his back on the line. He 
remained perfectly quiet. Frances was delighted. She 
put out her hand to take him up. The poor little thing did 
not move — he was dead. I was so sorry. Poor Frances 
cried bitterly. I went out at once and bought her 
another, but she is not comforted. 
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PBIL 15 

dined with father at the Duke of Wellington’s yester- 
ay. Great magnificence, the plate gold. It is the 
Loyal plate sent from England for his use. Shoals of 
owdered lackeys in the Wellington liveries, eight gold 
mdelabra on the table. In the centre of the table a 
uge gold basin filled with flowers. All the service silver 
ith the sweets and dessert, and then all was gold, 
rince Talleyrand was present, the Due de Rohan, 
>uchesse de Courland (niece of Talleyrand, who seems 
evoted to him). Due and Duchesse de Duras, the Galit- 
ins, Caumont la Forces, de Broglies, Comte and Comtesse 
)’C)rsay, Due and Duchesse de Grammont, Comtesse de 
loigne and her brother Osmond, the English Ambassador, 
hevalier Stuart, Baron Vincent (Austria), the Due and 
>uchesse de Fernan-Nunez (Spain), Baron Fagel (Pays 
las), Comte and Comtesse Soltz (Prussia), Pozzo di Borgo 
Russia), Marquis Alfieri (Sardinia), Prince Castelcicala 
Deux Sieves), Comte and Comtesse de Gallatin (Wiirtem- 
erg), and a host of others. . The Duke was in fine spirits 
nd received congratulations on all sides. 

PEIL 

it last the Orleans family have been granted permission 
3 return to France. They are installed at the Palais 
loyal. They were not well received by the King; in 
act, the only members of the Royal Family who greeted 
hem cordially were the Due and Duchesse de Berri. 
went oflScidly with father to the Palais Royal after 
le had requested an audience. We were received in 
he amplest manner possible. They seem like any 
rdmary bourgeois family. The Duke* is short, marked 

•Looia Hiffippe d’Orl&ns, Due d’Orleans, bom September 6, 1773, 
m Looia Philippe I, died in England (to which country he fled 
til^) Axjgost 26, 1850. He was the aon of Philippe Egalitd, Duo 
I weaaa, who voted for the death of Louis XVI, 
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Bourbon features, decidedly common-looking. The 
Duchess is not pretty but most gracious and charming, 
Mademoiselle as well. We stopped quite half an hour, 
his Highness asking many questions about America, of 
which he seems to have great knowledge. He spoke of 
Monsieur de Lafayette and was au courant with father^s 
intimacy with him. Driving home, father, who rarely 
expresses any opinion about people, said, “That man is 
an intriguer; I would not trust him.’^ We had seen 
and been presented to him in England three years ago. 
A Court reception to-morrow. 

I had rather an unfortunate adventure some few nights 
since, but it I hope will never get to father's ears. After 
going to the opera, a charming little danseuse, whose 
acquaintance I had only just made, asked me if I would 
sup with her at her apartment. Much to my surprise 
I found the greatest luxury — some personage evidently 
in the background. A round table with converts for 
two. We had just commenced to sup when I heard a 
noise in the antechamber. My charmer exclaimed, 
Mon Dieu, je suis 'perdue, cachez-vousJ* I rushed behind 
a curtain. The door opened, and to my dismay I 
recognized the voice of the Due de Berri. He said, 
“So mademoiselle has an amant” Clare tremblingly 
answered, Non, Monseigneur, it was only mamma who 
I was giving a little supper to as you did not arrive." 
He asked, “What has become of her?" “She has gone. 
Monseigneur, as she was not properly dressed to receive 
your Highness." By bad luck I had left my hat on 
a chair. The Duke picked it up and said with a laugh, 
“So, madame, voire mhe wears a man’s hat, which 
she has forgotten." I felt it was time for me to discover 
myself, no matter what the consequences might be. I 
stepped out from behind the curtain, saying, “Mon- 
seigneur, it is my hat; I am mademoiselle’s mother." 
He broke into fits of laughter, poor Clare into tears. He 
laughed so heartily that I could not help joining him; 
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in became serious and in the kindest manner said, 
Qg man, you have acted in a most honourable 
ir not to play eavesdropper. Tout cut pardonu^. 
3 sup together.” Clare rang and ordered another 
; to be laid, and we had a most cheerful supper, 
he rose to leave he begged me to accompany him, 
of course, I did. Going down the stairs he took 
the arm and said most kindly, "I am really the 
) blame; here we have met as Mr. Smith and 
ones,” adding, “in fact, you have unknowingly 
ne a great favour, as I was most anxious to get rid 
le Clare; you have given me the opportunity. I 
•ur debtor, but do not forget I am Mr. Smith.” 
vays speaks English to me, even at Court. 

5 not seen Clare again and do not intentl doing 
met the Due yesterday. lie burst out laughing 
id, with a twinkle in his eye, ” Have you seen your 
Mr. Jones, lately? Mr. Smith, I hear, has gone 
o England.” 

’rince de Cond 4 is very ill. His son, the Due 
irbou, it seems, leads the most extraordinary life- 
ares for people of the lower classes, shows himself 
•lie with the commonest of drabs, hates royalty, 
unfit for decent society. 


to my delight. Lord Huntly (now Duke of Gordon) 
to-day. He is very old but looks wonderfully 
He said, “You look a man now; when I last saw 
)u were a child.” He is a very great favourite at 
Father went again to-day to see Madame de Stadl. 
me back very depressed, as he fears she will not 
ng. She was very excited, talking about Jacques 
from whorn she is descended through the Gallatins. 
was certainly an extraordinary man. I never 
that any of our family benefited by his fortune, 
ad some day going to Bourgs to see his 
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hich they say is the finest Renaissance palace in exist- 
Lce. If Jeanne d^Arc had not had those absurd visions 
e might be rich. Madame de Stael says that both she 
id father get their brains from Coeur; they certainly 
)t nothing else. Father does not inherit the latter's 
ve of show. I really believe he would be perfectly 
ippy in one room with any amount of strong segars 
id a few clever men to discuss abstruse questions with, 
am glad to say he has a certain amount of pride, which 
akes him live in a proper style, which his present 
isition demands. 

JLY 

ather was sent for this morning as Madame de Stael 
worse. He is much distressed, as he has the most 
•ofound admiration for her. 

JLY 18 

[adame de Stael died yesterday. She is to be buried 
; Coppet; so, at least, is the present intention. We are 
)liged to leave for Brussels to-morrow, greatly to father's 
gret, as he would have liked to have paid his last 
spects to her by going to Coppet for the funeral. He 
>nsiders her loss a public one, that she was a great 
>wer and that she had more influence on public opinion 
lan any other person excepting the actual Ministers in 
fice. Her mind, instead of diminishing with years, 
iproved, and she became more and more brilliant. The 
uchesse de Broglie is inconsolable, 
saw Auguste de Stael this morning, 
rrived yesterday in Brussels. Are not well lodged 
the Rue de la Loi. Father wishes to confer with 
aron Pagel. After a week of idleness the King has 
voided that the negotiations must be held at the Hague, 
fter all, we need not have come here until much later, 
^e are stopping here for several weeks before going to 
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he Hague. It is extremely dull; everybody out of 
own, houses shut up, very hot, and absolutely nothing 
or me to do. Father has given me permission to go to 
)stend for some bathing, which I certainly will take 
dvantage of. 

ULY 29: OSTEND 

Lirived here to-day, a lovely place in the Dunes. I am 
t a very comfortable hostelry, the Hotel d’Allemagne. 
!'he bathing splendid. Full of all the bourgeoisie from 
Srussels, Ghent, Bruges, &c. &c. Very amusing watch- 
ig the pacquets coming from England. The people of 
hie place rough Flemish — loud, coarse voices but good- 
atured and healthy. Fishing is the chief industry. 

UGUST 3 

went to Bruges yesterday and stopped the night— such 
n interesting place but falling into decay. Wonderful 
mldings and a beautiful cathedral with such a sweet 
bime of bells. I have made friends with a nice English- 
lan, a Mr, Marchmont, who went with me. It is sad 
> see a place once so opulent and of such importance 
ractically finished. It has played in the past such an 
Dportant part in history. Ostend interests me on 
xount of the siege. One of our ancestors was killed 
lere. In the ^ Etrennes de la Noblesse,’^ which is the 
eerage of France before the Revolution, volume 1778, 
the following anecdote historique: 


f mnf^ de ^ Gallatin fut blesse moHelment au sitge 
fMende-^ Vattaque du chemin convert oil il avoit com- 
avec a p us grande valeur, a la tite des trois compagnies 
! GrenMms du Rggiment de la Cour-au-Chantre, qu’il 
^*80 , et qui y furent ecrapus — on lui coupa la cuisse 

ins^nts avant sa moH on lui demanda ses 

po«r ,on fb. mcore '(luV 

^ won emaiple,’ repondit ilJ‘ ^ 
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Father has written to me to join him at the Hague on 
August 15, so I will stop here until then. I forgot to 
mention that when I was at Brussels I visited the plains 
of Waterloo. I shut my eyes and tried to picture the 
whole scene of the battle. I cannot but feel pity for 
the Emperor — to have risen to the great heights that he 
did and now a prisoner at such a horrible place as St. 
Helena. He was a very great man and he rose alone 
without any help. He, I am certain, had great magnetic 
force. I think his family were a great drag on him. His 
brothers, with one exception, were full of greed. 

My friend Marchmont has not turned out quite as 
nice as I thought he was. He asked me yesterday if I 
would lend him one hundred francs, saying he was 
expecting money from England. He did not turn up 
at dejeuner this morning, and when I asked for him mine 
host with surprise said, ^^Did not monsieur know that 
Monsieur Marchmont left by the packet this morning 
for England With this he handed me a letter — 
it was only a few lines — which showed me what a dupe 
I had been: "Young man, never lend money to a 
stranger in a foreign country,'^ signed " Marchmont.^^ 

I hope some day to meet my fine gentleman. 

AUGUST 15; THE HAGUE 

Arrived here last night, but father will not arrive until 
to-morrow. We are lodged in a very nice house which 
adjoins one occupied by Mr. Eustace.* We are to eat 
with him. Lucien is with me. If Brussels was dull, 
what is this place? It is absolutely dead. Very clean 
outwardly, but they tell me the people are dirty and that 
it is all outward show, that the interiors of the houses 
are very untidy— not a bath in any of the houses and 
no public baths like in Paris. 


♦ American mim*8ter at The Hague. 

Ill 
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CTGUST 20 

ery little work to do at present. I had to confess to 
ther how I had been duped at Ostend. He said he 
)ped it was a lesson to me, but at once handed me five 
ipoleons. 

JGUST 28: THE HAGUE 

charming surprise. A Baron Constant R^becque 
lose mother was born Gallatin, called to see father, 
ley have a beautiful place in the country. He invited 
to stop with him. Father cannot leave but accepted 
r me. I go there to-morrow. 


PTEMBEE 2 

ame back from the R6becque’s this morning. It is a 
?ely place. I was sorry it was not the tulip season as 
3y have many of them. We shot some hares and foxes; 
; latter, it seems, do a lot of damage. What would 
;y say to this in England, where a fox is sacred ? 
lust say the Dutch nobility are delightful, so simple and 
•dial. I felt at home at once. Madame de R4becque 
s so pleased to see anybody of her name. She said 
father could not spare the time to go and see her she 
uld go to the Hague to see him. I find all what we 
1 “hot cakes” in America are of Dutch origin. We 
re waffles” and “griddle cakes” every day for 
akfast. Dutch girls are not pretty. They say they 
ke good wives. I am not surprised as they cannot 
re any other temptations. Two, Mile von Briennen 
1 Mile Bentinck, all round and fat. 


E HAGUE 

rd work now. It seems they laugh at the idea of an 
€®imty, which annoys father very much. He feels 
^nusaon is yiite useless. We will soon go back to 
fis. I am delighted, as it is not gay here. 
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he King’s livery. Huge cors de chasse, which they 
their heads through as one does through a life-pre- 
er* at every opportunity possible they blow blasts 
;hese latter. When a poor piggy” was killed his 
g moments were cheered by a lively tune played on. 
sast six of the horns j still it is an amusement for me- 
re were several ladies of Court in the Royal Costume at 
"^liassey which really made a beautiful scene. I expected 
y moment to see the curtain come down as it does 
he play. I believe in the time of Louis XIV they 
wed the hunt in huge gilt and painted coaches. 

1BMBER 6 

stopped until the end of October at Fontainebleau 
are now again installed in the Rue de 1’ University, 
s is very gay. I love the boulevards — so gay and 
ybody seems so cheerful. What a light-hearted 
)le the French are. I am glad to say mamma seems 
:tle happier. I am sure she will end by liking Paris. 

TMBER 9 

have had a sheaf of dispatches from home, which 
Lve to go through and copy. No wonder my hand- 
ing is becoming illegible, my fingers are so cramped. 
Caumont la Forces have a large supper to-night to 
3h we are bidden. It has been so dull and cold all 
, I think we are going to have a downfall of snow. 

MEMBER 10 

could hardly get home from the la Forces last night. 
Lad rained a little and then came a frost making the 
ets like glass; in fact, they call it xer glas. The 
iman and footman had to get down and lead the 
Jes. I did also, and could hardly keep my own footing. 
tunately, the horses had been roughed. We were 
^ two hours doing a journey which ordinarily takes 
than half an hour. Father has sent to Geneva for a 
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fine gold watch for me for my Christmas present. He 
certainly spoils me. 

I often wonder if anybody got hold of my diary after 
I am dead what an ass they would think me. I will leave 
strict instructions to burn it. Frances and I are both 
learning a new dance, the "‘Schottische.^^ It is very pretty 
and quite the fashionable rage, 

NOVEMBER 20 

I was presented to a Madame Chapelle last night at the 
opera. She is a daughter of the Regent Orleans and 
Madame de Genlis. She is not pretty but has great charm 
of manner — a grande dame. She has asked me to call 
on her. She receives on Friday evening. They say all 
Paris goes to her. Mamma allowed me to take Frances 
for a walk on the boulevard yesterday. She is so young 
it does not make any matter; were she eighteen it would 
be impossible. Fancy the customs of different countries. 
Here we are hemmed in by Etiquette, I have a bad 
toothache and am going to bed. 

NOVEMBER 21 

I waked this morning and my right cheek felt as if it 
were going to burst. I got up and looked in the mirror. 
Horrors, I did not recognize myself I I cannot see my 
right eye and my cheek is like an apple-dumpling, I am 
going to send for some leeches. I sent Lucien for my 
breakfast. Of course mamma thought I was ill and 
arrived with her medicine-chest. She said in any case 
a powder would do me good. I put my foot down firmly 
and said I would not take one. She left the room saying, 
“It is all biliousness.''' As if a swollen face was bile I 
She does annoy me. She even asked me what I had 
been eating. 

NOVEMBER 25 

My face quite normal again and I went out to-day. It 
was very cold, so I thought it best to go quietly and see 
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lie Laflage of the opera. She had a great wood-fire, 
d I showed her how to make toast as we do in America* 
lid not go home until she had to go to the opera. She 
in the ballet and did not have to leave until 8 
dock. I got home in time for supper, found the kitchen 
imney on fire, a great crowd, and a “file'^ passing 
Lckets all the way from the Seine up one side and down 
e other. It was soon put out. Very little damage done 
it all the supper ruined. We had to make the best 
it, and ate cake and bread and milk. 

ECEMBER 1 

ready preparations are being made for Christmas. We 
e going to have a Christmas party. I proposed bobbing 
r apples and snap-dragon. For once my family 
proved of my idea. We are going to have a very 
►ung party for Frances. Mamma enjoys arranging 
is sort of thing. I am trying to think of something 
w to amuse them, I proposed kiss-in-the-ring and hunt- 
e-slipper. Mamma vetoed both as improper — so with. 

ECEMBER 8 

ist night a splendid ball at Court. Mamma was very 
le: all Madame de Gallatin-Vaudenet^s jewels — which 
^re all poor father inherited from her; in fact, he had 
duntarily paid all her immense debts — also some fine 
ce. Mammals train was purple velvet with white lace, 
be diamonds are all mounted in Louis XV settings, 
ae huge aigrette with briolet diamonds in her turban, 
bich was of gold tissue. On her forehead a ferronniere 
diamonds — beautiful brooches. Her dress was gold 
id purple striped tissue. The Landgrave of Hesse 
assel gave Madame Gallatin-Vaudenet most of the 
wels. 

he Duchesse d^Angouleme was regal in white with 
train entirely of ermine. She was absolutely covered 
ith jewels — pearls and diamonds. She is the most 
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royal-looking personage one can possibly imagine. It 
was dreadfully crowded. All was over at midnight, 

DECEMBER 12 

I have decided on my surprise for our Christmas party. 
I am having a huge imitation plum-pudding made of 
cardboard. It is large enough to hold a little girl of ten 
dressed as a fairy. She will distribute flowers and 

sweeties. Each package is to have a small flag on it; 
the flags are to be of all nations. 

DECEMBER 15 

Nothing but balls every night, I am quite worn out. 
Fortunately there is hardly any work to be done for 
father, or I would have to go to bed early. 

DECEMBER 24 

All is now ready for our Christmas party. The ball- 
room looks very nice, and I keep even the stable men 

frotUing to get the floor in fine condition. Supper 

is to be before we dance and play our jeux d'innocence. 
Frances is so excited, we will not let her see anything of 
our preparation. I tell her unless she keeps quiet she 
will have a red nose. 

DECEMBER 26 

Everything went off capitally. After supper, which 
was 8 o’clock, we started our game. Snap-dragon, a 
novelty, was a great success. We were allowed to play 
kiss-in-the-ring, suppressing the kiss; it was like 
“Hamlet” minus the Prince of Denmark. Of course, it 
was mamma. My plum-pudding was even a surprise to 
mamma. At 11 o’clock I had a great bell rung. In 
marched four footmen carrying the pudding on high. 
I took a great knife as if to cut it, and, pulling a string 
at the same time, it fell open. The little fairy was so 
dainty. I had her taught some verses called “Noel,” 
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which she declaimed as only a child can. After the 
little packages were distributed, we danced a conire- 
danse. The young girls were all so pretty I wanted to 
kiss them all. The poor little, child who was in the 
plum-pudding burst into tears and would not be com- 
forted. She wanted her mother, who is only a dresser 
at the opera, and who was to call for her at midnight, 
not being able to leave her work before then. Mamma 
took her on her lap and comforted her until she fell 
asleep from sheer exhaustion. When her mother did 
arrive, father, with his usual kindness, sent her home in 
a coach which he had ordered. All the young people 
loaded her with bon-bons, &c. I gave her a great big 
doll which I had bought for the purpose. She will be 
happy when she wakes to-morrow morning. 

JANUARY 1, 1818: NEW YEAR’S DAY 
After we had all drunk each other’s health in egg nog 
I went out to commence the New Year — I fear badly. 
I don’t think I’ll record in my diary where I went. 


JANUARY 

A delightful dinner and sauterie at the Pictet de 
Rochment’s. He is the Bavarian charge d'affaires and 
a connexion of father’s. Mile Pictet, who brought 
father up in his early days, was his aunt. Pozzo di Borgo, 
Comte and Comtesse de Grotz (Hanover), Marquis and 
Marquise Alfieri (a descendant of the great Italian poet — 
he represents Sardinia here). Count and Countess Goltz 
(he represents Prussia), and the Chevalier Stuart, as 
they call him here, the English Ambassador — in fact, 
quite a diplomatic gathering. For the sauterie, Comte and 
Comtesse de Gallatin, who brought their two daughters, 
the Prince and Princesse Castelcicala (Deux Sickles), the 
Baillet-Latours, Comte and Comtesse Caumont la Force, 
the Galitzins. and many others. There was a pavane 

lift 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1818 

dance by six young men and six ladies, a contre-danse 
and several '^minuets,’' then a Roger de Coverley^" 
proposed by the English Ambassadress; but few knew 
the dance, but on once seeing the four first couples they 
quickly acquired it and acquitted themselves very well 
amongst much laughter. When there is a gathering 
of young people of this kind it is much gayer. Even 
father, Pozzo di Borgo, and the Chevalier Stuart joined 
in the dance. I had for partner Katinka Galitzin. My 
newly acquired pigeon’s wings” were much applauded. 
We supped at midnight. Mamma slept in the coach 
going home. 

JANUARY 6 

Splendid skating on the petit lac, which was reserved. 
I got home just in time to dress to go to a twelfth-night 
party at Comtesse de Gallatin’s. After cutting the 
gateau du roi, Puysegur drew the bean in his bit and 
Mile Caumont la Force found the other one. They 
were duly clothed in red velvet mantles trimmed with 
ermine, gold paper crowns on their heads, and they 
were the reigning king and queen for the evening. It 
was put to the vote for the Court places. I was voted 
to be the Court fool and wore a fool’s cap. As I con- 
sidered it an insult, I determined to fool to my heart’s 
content. After the king and queen had been escorted 
in state to their throne the revels commenced. Minuets, 
pavanes, mazurkas, were danced in rapid succession. 
Supper was announced at 11 o’clock. I slipped out 
unobserved, got hold of one of the footmen (whose palm 
I greased), and got him to get me a large foot-tub full 
of warm water; this I had placed facing the throne. 
I enlisted the aid of two of my cronies, placed a chair on 
either side of the tub, covering the whole with a quilt 
which I got my footman to procure for me. Seating my 
friends, one on one side and one on the other, I told 
them that sudden death would overtake them if they 
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ired to move. I returned to the supper-room looking 
srfectly innocent. We then escorted the king and queen 
ack to their respective thrones. I craved their majesty^s 
srmission to try a rebel for Use majeste. They at 
ace granted my fool’s request. I then told the trumpeter 
) sound three times, and the herald to call upon Monsieur 
'Osmond* to appear before their majesties to be tried 
ad sentenced. Osmond is full of his own importance. 
lC approached, and was told by me to seat himself 
etween the two guards. I had told them the moment 
e did so to at once rise; this they did, and plump went 
smond into the bath. It really succeeded better 
lan I had anticipated. He did not at first realize he 
as sitting in the water, but when he did he tried to 
at out of the tub, making an awful splashing; I never 
eard so much laughter. Poor Osmond stood dripping, 
sorry figure and raging; the more he raged, the more 
e all laughed. When early in the evening I was voted 
) be the fool, he had said in his horrid sarcastic way. 
That role exactly fits you.” I could not refrain from 
oing up to him and saying, ^^You now have a role that 
ts you like a bathing-dress.” You see, on the Jour 
es Rois nobody must lose their temper, so he had to 
rin and bear it. He went in the kitchen to be dried 
ut did not appear again. My cousin. Count Gallatin, 
ried to look serious and, taking me by the ear, repri- 
landed me, saying, ^^That was quite sufficient to cause 
^ar between France and America.” I answered, ^‘For 
he evening I am a fool, and it was a fool’s prank.” 
inyhow, no more was said about it, and I think all 
njoyed the joke. 

ANUARY 9 

Ve had a very large supper-party last night, but extremely 
lull. It may have been very intellectual, it undoubtedly 

* Monaeur d’ Osmond, son of tlie Marquis d^ Osmond and brother 
the Comtesse de Boigne. 
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was, but my intellect was not sufficiently cultivated to 
appreciate it; but I saw how happy father was and that 
quite resigned me to my fate. Poor mamma did not 
understand a word of the general conversation, but kept 
nodding her head and smiling in the most intelligent 
manner until I feared the feathers would fall out of her 
turban. Monsieur de Lafayette gave a long harangue 
on the subject of liberty. I think father was a little 
uneasy, as it does not do for people to express their 
opinion too openly at an embassy. Pozzo only laughed 
at the whole thing. Our silver, which was the service 
of poor General Moreau, made a very fine show. Mamma 
has great taste — the flowers and fruit on the table were 
beautifully arranged. Madame Recamier recited some 
poems in the most affected and stilted style. I really 
think she humbugs herself; she loves to hear the sound 
of her own voice. Count D'Orsay was the only amusing 
person. He made a violent speech on the political 
questions of the day, without head or tail, beginning or 
end; I rather loved him for it. After all the guests had 
retired I was off to a hal masque at the opera — had lots 
of adventures, made at least a dozen rendezvous, and 
by now have forgotten both places and names. Telle est 
la vie. 

FEBRUARY 3 

A great sensation has been produced by the appearance 
of a pamphlet printed in London and called ^^The 
Manuscript of St. Helena.” It is supposed to have been 
written by the Emperor himself. It is read in all the 
great salons, and many say they recognize the style of 
the Emperor. Monsieur Naville (father’s cousin) brought 
it to him yesterday from the author, who is Monsieur 
Lullin de Chateauvieux, also a cousin and a Genevan. 
We are all sworn to secrecy. This makes it most amusing 
for me, as I hear of nothing else in all the salons I frequent 
and often have a good laugh to myself. A most extraor- 
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person who I must here give a place to is the 
►f Sweden, wife of Bernadotte. She was a Mile 
Desiree Clary.* Her sister Julie married Joseph 
te. They were the daughters of a tallow-chandler 
dlles. She has left Sweden as she says the climate 
agree with her. Her position here is a curious 
private note was sent to all the ambassadors 
listers of foreign Powers not to receive her as 
)f Sweden but simply as Madame Bernadotte. 
ot received officially at Court, but still the King 
her as Madame Bernadotte in private. I have 
in several different salons — a most common- 
person, with a loud voice and coarse manners, 
ssed in clothes you expect to see a cook wear. 

a strong Marseilles accent. When I was pre- 
:o her she said in horrible French: Comment, 
3 Americain et vous n^eies pas noir. Ma sceur 
He en Amerique,^^ She would be better if she 
ick — she has some sort of eruption on her face 
3 not nice to look at. Another extraordinary 
s the Duchesse de Duras; she is quite as ugly 
ame Bernadotte. Since the death of Madame 
1 she seems to think the latter’s mantle has 
n. her shoulders. She apes her as much as she 
Instead of a small laurel-branch which Madame 
always carried in her hand and gesticulated with 
mentioned this before), she has long bits of paper 
be twirls about and tears to pieces; it’s most 
: to watch her. Her daughter, the Princesse 
Qont, a widow, has lately married a Monsieur 
lejacquelin, much against her mother’s wishes, 
am drifting into a serious love affair. At several 
[ have met a handsome Spanish woman, wife of 

ue-D6sirde Clary, wife of Jean Bernadotte, who was elected 
)yal of Sweden in 1810, succeeded the King Charles XII in 
ped as Charles XIV. He was never recognized by the Bang 
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a Secretary of Embassy; she is several years older than 
I am and does not live happily with her husband. She 
has asked me to meet her at out-of-the-way places; I 
have been weak enough to do so, but I must break it off. 
It would be a serious matter for me and for father’s 
position if there were any scandal, particularly in the 
diplomatic circle. 

Serious talk of the resignation of Monsieur de Richelieu; 
father seems worried. Monsieur Decazes is spoken of. 
The King has shown him great favour lately. This 
means that father will have to begin all over again. 
Nothing definite has been settled with Monsieur de 
Richelieu. Our Government is pressing and seems to 
think it is father’s fault. 

We are in a very unsettled state on account of the 
approaching change in the Government. So many 
different rumours. General Dessolles spoken of as the 
new leader. Father hardly thinks this po^ble, but 
believes Monsieur Decazes will certainly (if not actually 
in name) be the leader. Prince Tallej'rand is now in 
Paris; he is such an intriguer, so absolutdy false, tlmt 
nobody trusts him. I heard a good story about him 
yesterday and his astuteness. When he was in power 
a gentleman, accompanied by a small suite, presented 
himself at his house as the Margrave of C., a German 
princeling. His credentials were all in order, hut Talley- 
rand suspected there was something wrong from the 
man’s demeanour. Nevertheless, he invited him^ to 
dinner — ^putting him, as his rank demanded, on his right 
hand at table. When dinner was at an end and olives 
were passed with the wine, the Margrave took a fork 
to eat his with. At once Talleyrand clapped his hands, 
a prearranged signal, saying in a loud voice, 
this impostor. No gentleman eats olives with a fork. 
Several officers disguised as footmen rushed forwaifi and 
seized him. His suite immediately rose and tned to 
escape from the room, but they were also arrested. 

-lOQ 
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ralleyrand was quite right; he afterwards learned that 
he Margrave of C. had been waylaid on his way to 
Paris, stripped of his clothes, baggage and papers, and 
eft with his suite penniless. The fine gentleman and 
lis band took the Margrave^s coach and made use of the 
‘elays, so arriving in Paris. The poor Margrave wandered 
ibout for some time, as nobody would believe his story 
ind thought he was an impostor. Another story is not 
)ut of place here. One day Talleyrand, who is very mal- 
:ormed, pointing to a particularly tall and handsome 
footman, said to the lady next to him, That is the way 
we make them, and this is the way they make us.^^ 
Mamma is in despair, as father hates entertaining- 
He only cares to see his old friends — Lafayette, La Place, 
the Humboldts, Pozzo di Borgo, &c. They continually 
dine and sup with us. I have my own amusements, so 
it does not affect me. I am beginning to find out that 
all the Court and official functions are a great bore; they 
are all the same thing over and over again. The excep- 
tions are the entertainments at the Elysee and the Palais 
Roy ale. The Due and Duchesse de Berri are so gay and 
cheerful that they instil life into all. At the Palais 
Royale it is so informal; although very fine entertain- 
ments, one is not hedged in by that eternal etiquette as 
at the Tuilleries. The Duke and Duchess d'Angoulgme 
are so formal and sad — Monsieur so repellent in his cold, 
stiff way, though they say he can be charming if he 
chooses. The poor old King is far more gracious; he 
really seems to enjoy father^s society, and certainly 
shows him great favour. He laughingly said to him the 
other day, “I wish you would give us French lessons 
and we will give you English ones.^^ Poor father^ s 
French accent is so strong in English. I sincerely believe 
it is one of the reasons he is so disliked in America, and 
it is a great drawback in political life. He is certainly 
in his right place here, but I think he longs for a more 
active life. 
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JULY 

He has accepted a special mission to England; it is a 
very important one. The terms settled at the Treaty 
of Ghent expire in 1819, so all has to be reconsidered 
and settled afresh. He is the only person capable of 
carrying through these negotiations on account of his 
intimate knowledge of all details. Mr. Rush is our 
Minister in England. Father discovered him and had 
him put in his present position. He has most kindly 
extended his hospitality to us. Father has availed 
himself of his kind offer to stop at his house when in 
London. We expect to leave here in July. I fear 
London will be very dull after Paris, but I will have 
plenty of work to do. Father insists upon having a copy 
of every document and prefers me to make them. Albert 
dislikes Paris so much he is to go back to America this 
summer. He only cares about birds, animals, and so 
forth, and likes a wild solitary life. Frances promises 
to be pretty, and I hope she will grow up so and make 
a good marriage either here or in England. Her religion 
will be a great obstacle to her here, and if she changed it 
mamma would promptly give up the ghost. I am quite 
certain she will never be content to live in America, and 
I am sure I won’t. 

JULY 24 

To-day we received the faire-part of the Due de Guiche, 
the eldest son of the Due de Gramont, with Mile D’Orsay, 
the daughter of the Count and Countess D’Orsay. Made- 
moiselle is quite lovely and de Guiche is very handsome; 
they will make a brave couple. I have seen a great deal 
of de Guiche but not dans le grand monde,^ I suppose 
now he will settle down and we will see him no more. 
The contract of the marriage was on the 10th. Very 
beautifully done. Masses of flowers everywhere— from 
the chandelier great wreaths of roses; the waU lights 
were connected by huge garlands of pink roses. Count 
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3’Orsay is famous for his taste. The wedding was in the 
Sainte-Chapelle by special permission of the King. The 
)uc and Duchesse de Berri were present and signed the 
egister. The corbeille de marriage was superb; there 
v^ere over five hundred presents. I think there is what 
nay be called hot blood in the de Gramont family. 
Phere was a Comte de Guiche in the seventeenth century 
vho was a lover of Queen Henrietta Maria, wife of 
[Jharles I. He was exiled, and on his return compro- 
nised himself with Mile de la Valliere, the King’s mistress; 
v’as exiled a second time. Not bad. The sister of the 
)resent Due de Grammont married Lord Tankerville. She 
vas quite lovely. 


AUGUST: LONDON 

Mter all, we did not leave Paris until August 10 and 
irrived in London on the 16th. Mr, Rush is most kind; 
le has placed the whole second floor of his house at our 
iisposal. Of course London is quite empty and dull. 
[ have plenty of work to do. Father has had several 
nterviews with Lord Castlereagh, who is most concilia- 
tory, but Mr. Frederic Robinson (now President of the 
Board of Trade) and Mr. Goulburn are the principal 
Commissioners. The former, as always, is delightful, 
md father likes dealing with him. The questions to be 
settled are the Fisheries, the Boundary Question, the 
West India Trade, and the Captured Slaves. Mr. Robin- 
son begs father to put in writing exactly what his demands 
are and his reasons for making them; he thinks this will 
expedite matters. There are daily conferences, and 
from what I can understand an agreement satisfactory 
to all parties will soon be come to. Lord Castlereagh 
is very advanced in his ideas and has no insular prejudices. 
Mr. Robinson the same. Mr. Goulburn is not quite 
as enlightened as they are, but all is very amicable and 
pleasant. 
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SEPTEMBER 10 

I had found it so dull, and not feeling very well, father 
insisted upon sending me to Brighton for two weeks. 
I arrived yesterday, and at once went to the Pavilion 
and paid my respects to the Prince Regent. These 
were father’s orders. He is here with some of his dandies 
and his last reigning favourite. I am very comfortably 
lodged not far from the sea, in James Street. The Pavilion 
is a most extraordinary place — Moorish, I think, in 
architecture; all sorts of domes and minarets. There 
is a huge riding-school where the Regent takes exercise 
in bad weather. They say the cost of the building was 
something enormous. I only went into the first hall 
and wrote my name. The decorations are Oriental and 
dazzling, but, although I am informed to the contrary, 

I should not think the remainder of the decorations are 
in good taste. 

SEPTEMBER 12 

Such perfect weather, I feel much better already; the 
heat in London was very great. I had so much writing 
to do that now I want simply to rest. I was out all the 
morning lying on the shingle basking in the sun. Returned 
at 2 o’clock to my dinner. The air here gives me a 
fine appetite, otherwise I should not be able to eat the 
food they give me; it’s like all English food, heavy and 
greasy. When will they learn what cooking is? In 
any small inn in France they give you an appetizing meal, 
well seasoned and well served. For instance, for dinner 
to-day I had salt boiled beef with carrots and dumplings; 
the beef was hard, the carrots were harder, and the 
dumplings I could have thrown against the door without 
breaking them; but still I was hungry and managed to 
make a good dinner. This afternoon, when I went for 
a walk I met the Prince Regent driving in a most 
gorgeous chariot; it seemed to me every colour of the 
rainbow. He was accompanied by a lady, but I do not 
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LOW who she was— m fact, I don’t know anybody in 
igland. Several gentlemen accompanied him on horse- 
ck. The Prince looked very red as if he had been 
inking; they were all very noisy. Mr. Brummell was 
^reat friend of the Prince’s; he was called the mirror 
fashion,” and although of very humble birth, he 
maged to work his way to the higher society, and all 
rough his wit and his manner of dressing. Pie was for 
long time the arbiter of fashion. They tell me he 
ten used to destroy a dozen white neckcloths before he 
d them to suit him. The Regent used to imitate him 
ough he was most insolent; he was known as “Beau 
•ummell.” 

IPTEMBER 15 

)or Lucien has afforded me great amusement ever 
ice he left Paris. I asked him if he was a good sailor. 
Mais oui, ExcelleneeJ* Now he had never even seen 
e sea, but I said nothing and awaited events. Full of 
nek, he marched on board the packet at Boulogne. We 
ire barely under way when I lost sight of him. On 
rival at Dover no Lucien could be found. At last, 
ter a search in the forecastle in one of the sailor’s bunks, 
ere was a helpless and limp mass. He was carried on 
ck, and after having brandy poured down his throat 
gan to revive. His first words were: ^‘EsUque je 
is mort f ” But with the wonderful elasticity of the 
•ench nature, before we got to Sevenoaks he was cheer- 
ily chatting with father’s man in the rumble. London 
tonished him; he could not understand the dirty 
reets or the grimy houses. He was comically miserable 
■so homesick that at one time father contemplated 
nding him home, but he would not consent to this, 
ying, “What would monsieur do without him?” He 
rtainly is devoted to me. Here at Brighton he is much 
Lppier. He is a very good-looking lad. Yesterday I 
tually saw him walking arm-in-arm with a very pretty 
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girl. As he cannot speak two words of English, I cannot 
understand how he managed it. Oh, but the language 
of love is not difficult, and I fear he has taken a leaf out 
of his master^s book. 

SEPTEMBER 17 

I had a little adventure yesterday which I hope will turn 
out well. Nobody knows me here, so I really don^t 
care what I do. I noticed the day after I arrived a very 
pretty woman. There is a certain look that one gives to a 
pretty woman and which I have always found a woman 
understands. The second time I found her walking 
alone she dropped her eyelids, but not till after she had 
had a good look at me. After passing her I turned and 
followed her, dropping my pocket-handkerchief (I always 
carry a lady’s handkerchief with me as I have found it 
such a help in making acquaintances). I ran after her 
saying, ^'Madame, I think this must be yours?” She 
looked at it and said, ^^Oh, how stupid of me,” and with a 
pretty curtsy she quietly put it in her reticule; then she 
said, “I see you are a stranger here.” Of course I poured 
out all my woes, telling her I did not know a soul in the 
place. She took compassion on me and has promised 
to meet me to take a little walk to-morrow evening. 

SEPTEMBER 19 

My inamorata is charming, she is married to an old man 
who is in the city in business — she is down here with a 
younger sister, to recoup the latter’s health. She has 
promised to meet me to-morrow and to take me home to 
supper — her sister goes to bed at 7 o’clock. 

SEPTEMBER £0 

The worst possible luck — this morning I received a com- 
mand from the Prince Regent to attend a concert at the 
Pavilion to-night — what am I to do? I do not know 
my fair lady’s name or where she is lodged. She will never 
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ive me — I cannot tell her the real reason of my not 
g able to keep the rendezvous. She thinks I am 
)ly a young American travelling for my health. 

rEMBER 

lost gorgeous entertainment at the Pavilion; as I 
red rows of lacqueys in Royal liveries and floured 
[s lined the hall. A most magnificent and impor- 
person asked my name with a profound bow — 
lotioned to two lacqueys who threw open the doors and 
IS ushered into a gorgeous saloon. A gentleman ad-« 
3ed and said his Royal Highness would receive 
in a few minutes, which he did. I was escorted to a 
Her saloon, at the far end of which the Prince was 
reclining on a divan. He was most gracious and 
lired kindly about father — he also asked me 
e questions about the Royal Family in Paris, par- 
larly about the Due de Berri. While he was talking 
ne the doors were thrown open and several ladies 
gentlemen came in; the Regent rose and with the aid 
vo sticks and followed by the Court, in which I joined, 
needed to the Concert Saloon. He was seated in the 
:re in a large gilt arm-chair with a lady either side of 
— I was in the second row. I do not know who the 
gentlemen were who were on either side of me, 
one knew my name and both of them seeing I was 
ug and feeling a little bashful and a little embarrassed 
le themselves most agreeable to me and soon put me 
uy ease. What astonished me very much was when 
one of the performers, either male or female, did not 
,se the Prince he expressed his displeasure in a loud 
:e, much to their mortification — and he is called The 
t Gentleman in Europe. When the concert was 
r, bowing to us all he retired, with several ladies and 
tlemen. We were then conducted to the dining-hall, 
ch is very fine. A very lavish buffet supper was 
'ed, a fine display of gold plate — some of the gentle- 
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men were half drunk while they were at the concert 
and when I left after midnight several of them were 
helplessly so, a disgusting sight and one that is never seen 
in France, even in Bohemian society. Some of the 
decorations of the Pavilion are very fine; the chandeliers 
are huge dragons painted in colours and gilded. What 
I liked the best were some beautiful wall-hangings of 
Chinese paper — I have never seen any before like them — 
but the whole effect of the furniture is vulgar, at least to 
my eyes, which are so accustomed to the refined taste 
of the French. Oddly endugh I did not see a picture 
of any kind or description. 

SEPTEMBER 22 

I have been walking about all day and cannot find a 
trace of my belle dame, I sincerely regret it as I am 
leaving now in a few days and fear I will never see her 
again. I went to write my name at the Pavilion. Just as I 
was leaving the Prince’s curricle drove up; of course I had 
to wait at the door for him to pass — he passed me without 
a sign of recognition — he was very red in the face, and, 
may I only breathe it — I fear he was drunk. They told 
me he had just come from a cock-fight* 

SEPTEMBER 23 

Not a sign of my fair lady — I so deeply regret it, and of 
course as I cannot find her, I want to see her all the more. 
I am leaving the day after to-morrow. Lucien did not 
come home last night, so my landlady informed me; I 
must talk to him. 

SEPTEMBER 24 

Still no sign. It is odd as Brighton is not a large place — it 
does seem odd. I fancied I knew the direction she lived 
in and have been haunting that quarter all the morning. 
We are off to-morrow, in one of the fast coaches — I will 
enjoy the drive. I am certainly feeling much better. 
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/[BER 26: LONDON 

[ a splendid journey up, racing another coach the 
my. I am glad to say we arrived first, the other 
ad an accident. It"s wonderful the rapidity with 
hey change the horses. We came by Cuckfield, 
^ English village and the Weald of Sussex — lovely 
I thoroughly enjoyed it. Lucien followed with 
^gage — these fast coaches do not take any. I 
ather as usual, calm and unruffled — he was very 
to see me looking so well. Mr. Rush had a dinner- 
but excused me from appearing as I was fatigued. 

\HBER 28 

I was taken to White’s Club and Brook’s — I 
ver been into a club before; they say very high 
ig takes place at night — as I have never touched 
in my life it does not interest me. Father has a 
of gambling and gamblers. I have been putting 
)apers in order this evening. London is abso- 
impty. Everybody is in the country shooting. 

MBER 29 

to-day to Chelsea Marshes with Mr. Compton; 
h took guns but there was nothing to shoot — ^he 
le there was very good snipe-shooting later on. 
rrow I am going to the Tower of London. We will 
ng back to Paris very shortly — another dinner 
it — all men much older than myself. When the 
7as put on the table I begged to be excused and 
□ bed. 

1 

Charlotte it is rumoured is very ill — she is suffering 
ropsy ; it seems she has a violent temper and when 
3 an outburst it brings on spasms which they fear 
ause her death at any moment. The Duchess of 
idge is devoted to her and hardly ever leaves her. 
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ry sad with her poor mad husband. She goes to see 
ery day but he never recognizes her — he always 
he is holding a Court and talks incessantly to 
try people whom he thinks surround him; what 
y death! One of the first signs of his coming 
is was one day a large pasty of blackbirds was 
Royal table, covered with a thick crust. When 
cut he remarked: '^How very extraordinary; 
i earth did those blackbirds get in that dish?^^ 
lid not allow it to be served and had some clever 
pher sent for to go into the matter. 

ER 2 

Led with Lord Castlereagh last night, only men 
everything fine — we were over three hours at 
he conversation was far above me, although I take 
interest in politics. Father thinks this all does 
i and no doubt he is right. We leave on the 10th. 
:ly don't like England or English customs and 

'S. 

nany meetings and it seems to me endless dis- 
the result is as follows: — The articles on impress- 
nd maritime rights are thrown out, a ten years' 
ent to cover the Fisheries question, the boundary 
1 the Lake and the Rocky Mountains, also the 
je of the Columbia River; indemnity for the slave 
and the renewal of the commercial treaty of 1815. 
d has been most generous in every way and 
has done his best to conciliate all — Lord Castle- 
has worked in perfect accord with him. The 
ion of the Mississippi is settled for ever. With 
to the West India trade, Mr. Robinson made 
ions and father met him half-way. On the minor 
ns in dispute little was settled — Lord Castlereagh 
said, “Time will do much more than we can"; 
ather absolutely agrees. Since the Treaty of Ghent 
ks the American people are a little swelled with 
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pride, which he thinks in time will wear away. We return 
to Paris very shortly. I shall not be sorry, as it has been 
desperately dull and very hard work. 

OCTOBEE 10: DOVER 

We left London, I without regret, this morning; we 
hope to cross to-morrow but it is blowing great guns and 
the packet did not leave to-day; the French one did as 
there is a good harbour here. At Boulogne it is some- 
times impossible to land. I feel sorry for poor Lucien, 
he is pea-green in anticipation — I cannot boast much 
myself, but I am getting used to it. 

OCTOBEE 11 

Still here on account of stress of weather. It does not 
affect us as we are not in a hurry, as there is nothing for 
us to do in Paris at present. I visited the Dover Castle — 
it is on a very high down above the town. It was very 
interesting — I could hardly keep my feet the wind was 
so violent. 

OCTOBER 12 

We embarked this morning, the wind has moderated 
considerably and the Channel looks quite calm, the sun 
is shining and we can see Cape Gris Nez distinctly — 
Lucien is quite cheerful. 

OCTOBER 14 

We sleep at Amiens to-night. 

OCTOBEE 18, 1818: PARIS 

We retiurned here on the 16 th. Mother is still in the 
country but retm-ns shortly. 

OCTOBEE 19 

Mamma and Frances returned to-day both looking so 
wdL I have for the last few days been visiting all my 
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old haunts to see if they were still there. We will soon 
have to return to fashionable life. The Court has 
returned, and Paris looks very gay. 

OCTOBER 22 

I even love the smell of Paris, I love the smell of the 
fruit and vegetables which the market-women hawk about 
the streets in their push-carts. I love the cry ^‘OTi, les 
belles f raises. Oh ! les raisins^ dix sous la li'ore” and 
later, “ Oh ! la valence, la belle valence” Dear Albertine 
de Broglie came to see mamma to-day; they have 
bought a beautiful hotel, quite close to us. They have 
a fine boy; she wants us to dine quite en famille on 
Sunday — that is mamma, father, Frances and myself. 
Mamma could not refuse her, but it is the first time she 
has dined out on Sunday since we came to Paris. 

OCTOBER 25 

We had such a pleasant dinner at the de Broglie’s. Their 
hotel is really beautiful. He had superb pictures and 
furniture, silver, &c.; her mother left her all she possibly 
could, so it all makes a fine show. The precious baby 
was brought down before dinner. Of course mamma 
and Frances made a great fuss over it. I am not an 
expert in babies, they always look so crumpled and red 
to me and I never know how to pick them up. We saw a 
fine portrait of de Broglie’s father who was guillotined 
in the Revolution. She showed it to us. It is covered 
with a black curtain which she drew aside when he was 
out of the room, as he cannot bear to look at it. This is 
the reason I suppose he is so serious. 

OCTOBER 29 

I am really beginning to vegetate. I will get prematurely 
old, if I go on at this rate. I am going to-night with 
Puys^gur to a ball given by a lady of the other world.” 
The Due de Berri protects her and will be there. I have 
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just come in from a turn in the Bois de Boulogne where 
I met many friends whom I had not seen since I had re- 
turned from England. The men all wanted to know 
about the English fashions as everything is a VAnglaise 
now in France. Certainly Englishmen are better dressed 
than Frenchmen. I met Count DDrsay; he is certainly a 
fine figure of a man and carries himself so well. His hand- 
some face is rather spoilt by his teeth, which although 
very white are very much separated, which gives his 
mouth an animal look when he smiles. 

NOVEMBER 

Very cold and in the mornings we have a thick white fog. 
I am fully lance dans h monde again, dancing every 
night. The ball at the Due de Berries friend was very 
enjoyable, but oddly enough up to a certain point the 
behaviour was even more dignified than dans le vrai 
monde. It was not until after supper and the Due 
had retired that things became rather mixed. I know 
about 3 A.M. I was sitting on the lap of a lady, who dis- 
played ample charms, and she was calling me her Bebe, 
'petit choux” &c. I did not stop there long — I prefer 
lamb to mutton. 

NOVEMBER 1818 

Christmas will soon be here. For the first time we are 
to dine out at the de Broglie^s. She made such a 
point of it. We are going to have a New Year’s Eve 
party. 


Of course, I am in another scrape — the same old story. 
At Madame Recamier’s. She is short, has the most 
beautiful auburn hair, is an Austrian by birth, married 
to a Frenchman. She swears eternal devotion — I do the 
same but do not mean it in the least. It is, I hope, only 
a passing fancy. Her husband neglects her, so she says 



DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1819 

— but will meet him to-morrow as she has bidden me to 
a large dinner-party. We went last night to the opera. 
Mamma took Frances for the first time. She was 
delighted, it was a pleasure to see her so happy. 

NOVEMBER. 16 

Some most important dispatches have arrived from 
America which will keep me busy for a long time. Father 
frets a little that he has not more important work to do. 
He is writing on finance, which keeps him very busy. 

We have a dinner to-night, all Americans. Mamma 
is so pleased as she then can join in the general conversa- 
tion. It must be very hard for her when only French is 
spoken. 

DECEMBER 1818 

There is no doubt that the Due de Richelieu will resign. 
He has been attacked in the most unseemly manner by 
the party headed by Monsieur Decazes. The New Cabinet 
has been formed led by Decazes. 

Mamma came back for Christmas from Fontainebleau; 
we were very quiet as one of her sisters has died in America 
— which had placed us in mourning. 

I am sorry to say I cannot get rid of Madame S. She 
will not leave me alone. Something must be done to 
bring about a rupture. The New Year may bring me 
some luck. 

JANUARY 3, 1819 

As everybody does, I have made all sorts of good 
resolutions for 1819. I do not suppose 111 keep one of 
them. The new Government seems very obstinate, re the 
Indemnity claims — always some excuses, something crop- 
ping up to delay the settlement. Poor Monsieur de Riche- 
lieu, the most simple of men, has inspired Madame Berna- 
dotte (the Queen of Sweden) with a violent passion; she 
follows him like a dog, her carriage waits outside his door 
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3, her coachman whips up his horses and follows, 
me de Duras also causes much amusement, slie 
t conceal her jealousy of Madame Recamier, wh-O 
olen M. de Chateaubriand from her. Really these 
dies and their love affairs are too funny 1 

MLY 10 

is much scandal about the treatment the Duke of 
igton has received at the hands of the Royal Family- 
der he has stood it so long. Monsieur has at times 
nost insolent. Father has decided to go to Geneva 
iree months. He has taken a house called "Bo- 
’ at Pregny. There is really nothing to keep us in 

Mr. Sheldon and the staff are quite sufficien.'t- 
save on June 1 — Madame S. threatens to follow 
ere; if so, I will drown myself in the lake. Madame 
)arte is in Geneva. I think I will ask her advice 
am to get rid of this woman — I must do something’- 
Ihamber voted yesterday the grant of an income 
300 francs a year to the Due de Richelieu — this has 
great satisfaction in all quarters; he is not a richi 
nd has proved his devotion to his country. Father 
to congratulate him, I accompanied him. He vras 
pleased, kissing father on both cheeks. They are 
at sympathy, as both are men of the same calibre : 

!, honest, without fear of expressing their opinion, 
lolding it, if they think they are right. Since I 
been so continually with father, seeing how he 
ts people to him — those whose friendship is wortli 
5 I believe in magnetic influence, which he strongly 
Vhen he shakes your hand you feel a thrill go through. 
When he looks into your eyes, he seems to absorb 
soul. The Duke lives in such a simple manner, 
two footmen in the ante-chamber. The Cabinet 
2 vaU he received us in was without a carpet, the 
st of chairs and a very long table covered with black: 

A carafe and a carafon of eau des fieurs d' oranges. 
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Tie never touches wine of any description. He engaged 
father to dine with him sans fafon on February 3, 
to meet some of his (the Duke’s) enemies. He said they 
were quite tame. 

FEBIUJAllY 4 

We dined yesterday with the Due de Richelieu — that is 
father and myself. It was a curious company composed 
of most of his political opponents; as he had said they 
certainly were tame, much too tame for me — I was bored 
and glad to escape. First for a short time to the opera, 
nothing interesting there, I remembered it was Madame 
RC'camicr’s reception evening, so hied myself there. Her 
salon is very beautiful, very classic, but not quite the 
place for me. If I were twenty years older I might take 
a mild dose of that sort of entertainment. I flew when I 
saw the majestic form of Madame de Boigne approaching — 
hid behind a porti6rc to escape Madame de Duras and fell 
into the arms of Madame S. Of course then I knew 
what was in store for me. Bitter reproaches, why had 
I neglected her who had given her soul for me: I didn’t 
want her soul. Well, it ended as it always does; she 
arranged her coach to stop at the corner of the Rue 
Bonaparte, which it did, I got in and accompanied her 
home. Bonsoir. 

FEBRUARY 0 

Father had a fainting seizure this morning which alarmed 
us all very much, as that sort of thing is so unusual with 
him — he enjoys such wonderful health. Mamma would 
burn feathers; Berthal wanted to drop a key down his 
back; this last proposition cured him I think, anyhow 
ho sent everybody out of the room except mamma. I 
went for the leech and he was bled. 

FEBRUARY 8 

I am glad to say that father has entirely recovered from 
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ind of segars he has smoked lately; he is going to change 
5m. He was in one of his happiest moods at dejeuner 
day. He said that if anything was calculated to 
,ng a person round who had fainted it was Madame 
rthal. Poor woman, she is not beautiful; she is very 
1 and angular, has a distinct moustache, a very long and 
luisitive nose, a huge mole on her chin which is full of 
ir — which I am certain she puts in curl-papers at night 
but a wisp of hair on either side of her head; this is sur- 
mnted by a monumental cap; having nothing to fasten 
to she balances it as a mountebank does a ball on his 
ad at a fair. I always have my hands ready to catch 
Still I do not think we could dispense with her services 
she is invaluable. Lucien told me in confidence that she 
st her eagle eye on him, but as he did not reciprocate 
e transferred her affection to Albertis black Peter. 
Link this must be true as I certainly did hear a flutter 
d a squeak in the corridor one day. Berthal disappeared 
wn one staircase and Peter down the other. Mamma 
inks her a citadel of virtue, so I have not undeceived 
r. How fortunate we all can find some one to love or 
love us. What would life be without it ? 

SBEUARY 10 

lere is a great scandal about the Orleans family and 
eir relationship with the Court. The King snubs the 
uke publicly on every occasion possible. At some Court 
notions lately he has really refused him his proper 
ihis as a Bourbon prince. The Duchesse de Berri was 
eeinte but It came to nothing. After the Due de 
3rri, Orleans is the heir. I can quite understand the 
uchesse d’AngoulSme^s dislike for the son of a man who 
)ted for her parents’ death. Twice lately the Due de 
erri has invited me to supper. Not at the Elys6es — 
s dames and most cheery they have been. The truth 
the Court is as dull as can be. Since the death of 
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his father^ the Prince de Conde, the Due de Bourbon* 
has come to live in Paris. He retains his old name as he 
says he cannot live up to that of Cond6. His whole life 
is a scandal, worse here than in London. 

FEBRUARY 12 

I have neglected to write for two days. It is really so 
difficult to find time. I make up my mind to write every 
night before going to bed, but as lately I have not been 
home until 3 or 4 a.m., it is the next day. This is a 
problem that my brain is too addled to probe. There was 
a grand defile at Court on Sunday; always the same 
thing — very magnificent no doubt to anybody who has 
never seen it, but as we have to stand for such a long time 
it is most fatiguing. I donT see how father bears it. 
Mamma escapes it as she has been excused from attending 
any Court function on account of her religious principles. 
Monday the Carnival commenced; a lot of us made 
egregious apes of ourselves, but it amused us. We had 
pierrot costumes and each one a musical instrument. 
We supped with some of our operatic friends at the Mai- 
son Doree; we did everything that was foolish. Puysegur 
had much too much to drink and would pour all the coffee 
into the piano. We heated francs and sous in the fire 
and threw them out of the window and watched the poor 
devils scramble for them, only to burn their fingers. 
It may have been funny for us, but it was not for them — 
on calm reflection I think it was very cruel. Tuesday 
a small ball at the Palais Royal, which was very amusing. 
A great many English were present, one very handsome 
woman, Lady Westmoreland.f Her husband is in the 
Diplomatic Service. She is a very great friend of the 
Duke of Wellington's, also of Pozzo di Borgo. As there 

* Louis Jean Joseph de Bourbon-Cond6, son of the Prince de Cond6. 

t Priscilla Ann Willesley Pole, born 1793, Countess of Westmoreland, 
an intimate friend of the Duke of Wellington and Pozzo di Borgo, the 
Russian Ambassador. 
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)ung people at the Elys^e, Frances was allowed to go. 
njoyed it immensely. She is so fresh and pretty, 
lovely neck and shoulders. I was very proud of 
Mamma has great taste and dresses her to perfec- 
but with great simplicity. My diary is really very 
3US. I must try to record more interesting matter. 

UAEY 14 

•e now having difficulties with the Spanish-American 
ies which are in revolt. Father thinks it of the 
!st importance that no European Power should 
sre in the quarrel. He feels he must be continually 
e alert and keep himself informed on all matters 
rning the subject. He also feels it of great im - 
ice that the United States should recognize the 
American Republics. On this subject he has 
private note to all the European Powers to prepare 
for the action to be taken by his Government so 
; will not come as a surprise to them. The Congress 
: la Chapelle is now sitting. Its policy with regard 
j United States is very favourable. Spain finds 
f isolated by the Powers and is treating with father, 
least through him for the sale of Florida. I have 
e up all gaieties at present as it is a serious matter, 

11 private notes are drafted by me before being 
ched to the Secretary of State. Spain has refused 
ify the treaty. 

JARY IS 

h^ been a new revolution in Spain and a complete 
3 m the Government. They have ratified the 
, much to father^s satisfaction. He said to me 
that he felt more contented in doing something 
of im^rtance, as for some time he had been idling 
Complications have also arisen with regard 
^ty of Commerce with France which has lain 
nt for some time. Father has now taken up the 


FEBRUARY 16 

As I am now pretty free from work, I have again started 
my me de polichinelley as mamma insists on calling 
it. Father always smiles when she says this as her 
pronunciation of the words is so funny. 

FEBRUARY 17 

The last days of the Carnival — a bal-masquS at the 
opera to-night. 

FEBRUARY 19 

I have really been too tired even to open my diary. 
I make such good resolutions, but once I get in the swim 
with my friends, off I go, like a champagne cork. I 
love amusing myself. I know very shortly I will have 
to settle down to some steady work. To-night we have ar- 
ranged a very original car for the Carnival. We, the men 
of course, are carefully disguised, for it would never do 
for us to be recognized, particularly in the company 
we so much prefer. I am to be an apple, P, a pear, 
E. a peach, D. a carrot, G. a bunch of grapes, L. a fig. 
The ladies are each a different flower and the car is in the 
shape of a large gilt basket with a high handle hung 
with paper lanterns all in the shapes of fruits and flowers. 
We hope it will be a success. 

FEBRUARY 

Indeed we did have a success; we were cheered the whole 
length of the boulevards, but one unfortunate incident. 
Celestine of the honourable corps de ballet in her eager- 
ness fell out of the basket; fortunately she fell on a fat 
woman or she might have been seriously injured. But 
I hold my breath when I recall the scene: she was dressed 
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as a poppy, but I suppose by sheer forgetfulness she had 
forgotten to put on anything but the dress; or she may 
have wished it to be very realistic, and as poppies do not 
wear underclothes, she did not. The fat woman was so 
incensed that seizing her opportunity as Celestine was 
completely turned up, began to belabour her with her 
reticule on that portion of the body on which generally 
we receive punishment in our early childhood. We 
dragged poor C. more dead than alive back into the car. 
The reticule was of sharp steel beads. C61estine stood 
up for the remainder of the evening. The usual supper, 
&c. &c. 

FEBRUARY 

Ball at the Elysee last night — very brilliant as usual. 
The beautiful Lady Westmoreland came escorted by 
Pozzo di Borgo; she was much admired. The Duchesse 
de Berri was full of animation; she has an unfortunate 
way of moving, which is totally devoid of elegance or 
grace. She is more like a child. She will suddenly run 
up to the Duke and hang on his arm, no matter whom he 
may be in conversation with. The Orleans family is 
in full force, but oddly enough no other members of the 
Royal Family. I think it really made it more informal 
and far more enjoyable. I begged hard for mamma to 
allow Frances to go. I even enlisted father, but he said 
he left such matters to mamma, that they were far too 
grave for him to decide. I know all the same he would have 
wished Frances to enjoy herself. She is really too young. 

MARCH 

Now that Lent is here there will be more rest for me and 
I intend doing some serious reading. I have asked father 
to make a list of books that he thinks will be of benefit 
to me. He had a long letter from Madame Patterson 
Bonaparte to-day. She is in Rome, is evidently very well 
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received, particularly by all the members of the Bona- 
parte family. In most of her letters is asking his advice 
about investments for her savings. Her one god seems 
to be money. Father has the highest opinion of her 
intelligence — particularly on financial matters — she is so 
shrewd. He often has said had she met the Emperor 
Napoleon, and had joined forces with him, the fate of 
Europe might be quite different from what it is to-day. 
Mamma does not like her, but like the sensible woman 
she is, never commits herself; in fact she always refrains 
from expressing any opinion that may annoy father. 
They really are a model husband and wife. I do not 
see such another happy and contented couple anywhere. 
Among our relatives in Geneva I find them, but their lives 
are so simple, they are so unworldly, living only for 
their families. I suppose it is rather a selfish one, but 
still it has always struck me that it is the right life to 
lead. Moralizing now. Well it is Lent. What could I 
do better ? 

MARCH 1819 

So little of interest to record. I have been trying to do 
my duty, and have been taking Prances to see all the 
fine churches, to the Luxembourg and various places 
of interest. I think it as well she should have something 
to talk about when she comes out in the world next 
year. Mamma has no idea of keeping her always at her 
side and not allowing her to talk to young men. It is 
really quite absurd the way French girls are brought up. 
How can they learn anything about the man they are 
to marry if they are never allowed even to see them 
without a duenna is present. Madame de Stael was so 
sensible on this matter. She allowed Albertine at Coppet 
to go for long walks with de Broglie, so that they would 
know each other before marriage. It certainly in this case 
is a success as I have never seen a happier couple in my 
life; they are a model to all young married people. 
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ch lovely weather. The trees are all breaking into 
f, all is so fresh. Really I think the spring is the best 
,son. It has the same bloom of freshness like a young 
Id. I must really marry. I am sick of the thraldom 
Madame S. I have begun to dislike her. Of course, I 
me myself, but still she was older than me. I am 
ite sick of this liaison. I have tried to break it on 
'^eral occasions but she makes such scenes, and as I 
i rather weak where women are concerned I always 
in. 

RIL 8 

lere is much entertaining at present, but I am keeping 
ry quiet. I really have not felt at all well for some 
ae. My teeth have been giving me a great deal of 
►uble. The dentist says it is from the fever I had in 
Lssia and the intense cold there. I will be glad when 
I get to the quiet of Geneva; I love going on the lake. 
,ther has a horror of my sailing. Two of his cousins 
the twenty-first birthday of the eldest went for a sail in 
lew boat that had been given to the latter for his birth- 
y. Their house is actually on the lake on the way by the 
¥ev road to Pregny. The wind is very treacherous on the 
§:e on account of the surrounding mountains. The boat 
psized in full view of both their father and mother and 
th of the lads were drowned before help could be 
tained to rescue them. By their death, father was 
t the last male of the Gallatin family. 

'RIL 20 

was told such an interesting story to-day about Robert 
ilton.* It seems during the Terror he was in Paris; 
shing to go to England on business he obtained a permit 

* Robert Fulton (inventor), first steamboat on the Seine, Paris, Au- 
st 9, 1803. At New York, 1807, started a steamboat, the Clermont, 
the Hudson River. 
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and passport. By accident it was made out for Mr. and 
Mrs. Fulton. Arriving at Calais he was detained as 
there was no packet crossing. In the evening at the 
auherge where he was lodged, he noticed a young woman 
who seemed in agony of mind — ^this was rather a common 
thing in those days. At last she summoned up courage 
to speak to him, saying, ‘^1 throw myself on your mercy. 
I see you are a foreigner. I escaped from Paris where I 
had foolishly gone to try and save some important docu- 
ments. My husband would have gone but he is very ill in 
England and I persuaded him to allow me to do so. 
I am without a passport, and hardly dare to embark as 
there is a price on my head, and I am certain to be arrested 
and sent back to Paris. Can you help me?^^ Fulton 
said, “ I will do my best. I have my American passport, 
oddly enough by error it was made out for myself and 
wife, but she is in America. If you are willing to pass as 
Mrs. Fulton, my wife, you are welcome to the little pro- 
tection I can give you,^^ As the lady in question was dis- 
guised and very simply dressed the plan succeeded and 
with the deepest gratitude she parted with him at Dover, 
without revealing her name to him. Some years later 
when Fulton was in Paris trying to raise money to put 
his inventions into practice, he strolled one night into the 
Theatre Fran9ais. Looking around the auditorium he 
spied, much to his astonishment, in one of the boxes the 
lady of his adventure splendidly dressed and covered 
with jewels; at the same time she recognized him and 
waved her fan to him, sending her husband at once to 
escort him to her box. It was through her all the money 
was found for him to carry out his great work. One 
rarely hears of such gratitude. It was the Duchesse de L. 

APRIL 

Mamma Is in her element. We are most uncomfortable. 
Everything in the house is turned upside down, nothing 
but cleaning. There is but one room sacred and that 
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ler^s, where I take refuge. Every window is open, 
ght as well live in the street; fortunately we are 
Cour et Jardin. The concierge at the gate has 
to refuse admittance to all carriages. It is mammals 
lerthaFs carnival as we have taken a house near 
a for several months. We are taking some of the 
ts, the others we will procure there. The servants 
shortly as they go by diligence. We have hired a 
travelling carriage and will only take our body 
ts with us — that is, two maids, father^s man and 
i. They will be stowed away in the rumble. It 
ike us over a week. I am not looking forward 


3,ve for Geneva to-morrow. I will be glad of the 
The life of a young man is a very gay one, burning 
ndle both ends. 

all when everything was packed, the travelling 
;es engaged, father has some very important 
ihes which will keep us here another two months, 
sorry for mamma and the servants who were going 
e their holidays. The house was all done up for 
mmer, now everything has to be uncovered and 
raight.^ The best part of it is, Madame S- had 
I to Aix en Savoi en route for Geneva. She will 
ous. She is quite capable of coming back. Still, 
have a short breathing time of freedom. We had 
d ourselves to so many people who had sent us 
ions that we will look very stupid. To console 
is, who was looking forward to our visit, I took her 
esnes; drove her in my curricle, hired a canoe and 
nt on the river. It was a glorious day, with that 
us smell of spring in the air. We started early and 
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I took something to eat, landed on an island and had a 
picnic. We had chicken and hard-boiled eggs, but we 
had forgotten the salt — it was stupid of Madame Berthal. 
She had put in some splendid peaches that we were going to 
take on the journey, they were good: it quite restored 
Frances to her usual gaiety. She and I are such good 
friends but she has got a temper of her own. I have 
none, I often wish I had. We did not get home until 
after sunset. I lost an oar, which delayed us. I think it 
must have been the peach juice which went to my head 
as we had nothing to drink stronger than barley-water 
with lemon. We were as happy as two children. I think 
I was the younger of the two. 

NOVEMBEE 1 

We are now settled down at home, glad to get back. 
Father still doing his best to effect a settlement of the 
Indemnity claims, but it is an uphill task. Monsieur 
Decazes is far more diflScult to deal with than the Due 
de Richelieu. Paris very gay — balls every night. The 
King is far from well; we have no Court functions as 
yet. The Duchesse d^Orl6ans gave a splendid ball on 
the 4th; all the gardens illuminated — a fine sight. It 
seems the poor old King was really made ill by the dis- 
covery of a plot to make him abdicate in favour of Mon- 
sieur; although Monsieur denied all knowledge of it, 
he nevertheless was the instigator of it. We are having 
a large Christmas dinner — Americans, French, and 
English. Christmas is little kept by the French; New 
Year’s Day is the great festival. The Carnival is very 
early this year, so the gaieties will go on. Both the 
Due de Berri and the Due d’ Orleans have made great 
innovations. They said the Court was much too dull, 
so have invited all sorts and conditions, not only to 
parties but to dinners — savants, wits, deputies of all 
shades and colour. 
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CEMBER 8 

e famous Abbe Gregoire* was turned out of the 
amber of Deputies yesterday. He certainly is an 
raordinary mixture. It was he who proposed the 
Jition of royalty; he also demanded of the Assembly 
condemnation to death of Louis XVI. It was he 
3 made the Assembly accord civil rights to the Jews 
I coloured people. He tried to oppose the great 
poleon in every way, but with little success. 

dined yesterday with the Comte and Comtesse 
>say. He is a wonderful fop but very witty. Some 
his stories would make even a man blush, but he 
ms to be a privileged person. Sosthfene de la Roche- 
cauld was one of the guests — a person very full of 
own importance. Also that terrible Madame de Boigne 
I her brother were among the guests; she tackled 
ler after dinner, asking him all sorts of questions 
mt manners and customs in America. I think he was 
ttle wearied by her, as I heard him say to her, Madame, 
m we have a social revolution in America we may 
n better manners, as you have."' She exclaimed, 
ou are not an American, you are one of us." He 
wered, ^'Pardon me, I represent a young and great 
ntry of which I am justly proud." She is really a 
brand. 

CEMBER 8 

mma is preparing for Christmas: plum-puddings are 
ig made. Madame Berthal looks utterly disgusted 
m she goes down to the kitchen to stir the puddings; 

3 the same and so does Frances. Father only laughed 
m we told him about it, and says, ^^Why not?" 
dame Recamier has invited me to dinner for the 17th. 
msider it a great honour as I am so young. Four notes 
lay from Madame S. — the first in despair, the second 

The Abb4 Gregoire, bom December 4, 1750, died April 28, 1831. 
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zing for being in despair, the third gay and frivo- 
le fourth apologizing for being gay and frivolous, 
dll women write so much? — a dangerous habit, 
ir went immediately into the fire. Hysterical 
from the housekeeper’s room. I rushed out to 
at was the matter. I met Berthal supporting 
5 and trying to balance her head-dress, Frances 
ding some apples and had cut her finger; like the 
tie goose that she is, she fainted at the sight of her 
ood. I looked at her hand and said, “What 
je, it’s nothing!” As she passed she gave me 
kick. She has inherited something from mamma, 
i supper. No time to write any more. 

DBER 18 

amusing dinner at Madame R^camier’s, followed 
iry funny little lampoon on the Queen of Sweden; 
called TromeZ’-moiy mon Homme, It was really 
3ver and well acted. Madame de J. represented 
brtunate queen, and I really thought at first it 
5 the Bernadotte in person. Some music followed, 
t lady with ample and bulging charms — ^in fact, 
everywhere — played the harp. Her arms were 
3 of mutton; both arms were covered with jingling 
:s. This, perhaps, was fortunate, as it sounded 
gh-bells with the occasional breaking of a string 
inapping of a whip. When she had finished there 
; a string left on the harp. 

BER 19 

Lc de Coigny has invited me to Fontainebleau for 
for two days. He is the governor of the chateau 
a beautiful house. I am certain to enjoy myself. 

BER 20 

a very large party, all men — Mathieu de Mont- 
Yy the Due de Serent, the Prince de Poix, the 
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arquis de Champonet, and a Jiost of others. I drove 
wn with the Prince de Pok, who kindly offered to 
ke me. We hunt to-morrow morning. The duke has 
iced two horses at my disposal. To-night he presented 
s with the badge of the chassc^ which was a great honour- 

ECEMEER 

e had a perfect day, but I was too tired to write last 
ght. It was very late when I was able to retire, as I 
nnot leave until my elders and superiors go. The fine 
r made me so sleepy. We killed seven fine sangliers 
le fell to me, of which I was very proud; also two 
le deer. It is a wonderful pretty sight the curee in 
3 nt of a chateau by torchlight at night; all the spoils 
the chase are laid out in front of the famous horseshoe 
aircase, then a sort of fanfare of cors de chasse is blown 
r each head of game — ^in fact, a sort of funeral hymn, 
go back to Paris to-morrow in Mathieu de Mont- 
orency’s coach; he is Governor of CompiSgne. Such 
inny posts they have at Court. The Comte de Cosse 
rissac is Premier panetier du Roi. 

ECEMBER 24 

have managed to save a little money, and with the legacy 
hich I had from my aunt, which was five hundred francs, 
have bought Frances a small string of pearls with a 
ice diamond clasp. As we were not able to dine with 
le de Broglies last Christmas we are dining with them 
)-morrow. Mamma sent the Duchesse a plum-pudding, 
huge one. Our cousins Naville and Jules de Bud6 
rriyed to-night from Geneva to pay us a visit. Jules is 
kiniked spirit of mine. Adrien Naville^s mother was 
n heire^, Mile de Gallatin, the only daughter of the 
-ount Paul Michael, the head of the family and father^s 
^rardian. Her mother was nee de Bugnac and niece 
f Ae Due de Biron; so Adrien has a host of relatives 
a Pans. Father is very fond of him as he is very clever 
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and studious. Jules is quite the opposite; his studies 
are devoted to that of the female form divine. 

DECEMBER 26 

We had such a cheerful Christmas Eve. Some Americans 
who have no relatives here; father insisted on inviting 
them and made mamma prepare a present for each. For 
supper we had one of the famous plum-puddings, which 
was carried in all ablaze. Frances has been hugging me 
ever since I gave her the necklace. I tell her to pay 
attention to all the pearls that fall from my lips. Oh, 
woman, woman ! Dear mamma gave me a large pair of 
worsted mittens which she had knitted herself; she 
intended them for a great surprise, but every time for 
the last fortnight I went into her room there was a 
scuffle. One day they were lying in her chair; she 
suddenly sat down on them, needles and all. They are 
orange and brown, absolutely hideous, but I will wear 
them as I cannot wound her feelings. Father gave me 
five hundred francs — it was good of him; Frances, a 
satin shaving-paper holder which she had worked with 
our coat-of-arms, which was quite crooked. 

The dinner at the de Broglie^s was quite delightful, without 
any ceremony. Both Adrien and Jules are cousins of 
Albertine^s. We were twenty in all — mostly family. 
First we had some silly charades and then we ended by 
dancing. Jules drank much too much. Mamma said 
to me, ''How could you?^^ I said, "It’s Jules; Fm 
not drunk.” We all had presents: mine was a beautiful 
whip for my curricle with an ivory handle and gold end 
engraved with my initials. To Frances they gave a 
lovely brooch formed of a large aquamarine surrounded 
by small diamonds. 

DECEMBER 30 

I have been literally burning the candle at both ends. 
I do not think Jules and I have slept in our own beds 
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;ince Christmas night. He looks a wreck. I am sorry 
;o say that both he and Adrien leave on New Yearns Day; 
hey are going on a tour to Germany and Italy. They 
ire great friends, although so absolutely different in 
haracter. 

DECEMBER 31 

Fules and I have made all sorts of engagements. I am 
joing to have a nap this afternoon as I am certain we 
hall be up until the small hours of to-morrow morning, 
jood-bye 1819; I part with you with regret. What a 
nty I cannot say revoir^^ I 

FANUARY 1, 1820 

'A Happy New Year.'^ New resolutions, only to be 
broken. Such a night 1 Last night I did not get home 
intil 7 o^clock this morning. This is rather Irish I 
tVe have just come from paying our respects to the 
K^ing — the same New Year’s Court; also to the Palais 
Eloyale and to the Elysee. It is such weary waiting, 
standing all the time. I wonder father bears it so well; 
le never seems tired. 

FANUARY 24 

A magnificent ball at the Elysee last night. In the 
Homing news had come to us of the death of the Duke 
)f Kent, but it was not to be made public until to-day, 
JO the ball would take place. The Due de Berri looked 
srery much out of temper. The Orleans family did not 
ippear, and it at once became whispered about that 
the Duke of Kent* was dead. Of course it had a very 
bad effect. Had the Allies still been here there would 
b.ave been no ball. It seems a great relief to the Royal 
Family that the Allies have been withdrawn. I am not 
surprised but that they do not show much gratitude. 

* Duke of Kent, son of George III, and father of the late Queen 
rjctoria. 
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FRimnARY 8 

Wo had a fine time ycatcrclay. Some of our ladies of 
the o[)ora were going to liavc a fine car for the Carnival. 
Several of us wanted to join them, but they were not 
allowed to have men in their car. We got over the 
difficulty by getting women’s costumes. There were 
six of us all <lreaHcd in full ballet dress, fleshing tights, 
and full ballet-skirts; bare arms and necks, wigs and 
masks. I was nearly frozen. We had a lot of cham- 
pagne, which helped to keej) us warm. We had supper 
at the Maiwn DorSa and sucli a supper ! About 2 
o’clock in the morning there was a loud knocking at the 
door: "(hmez, au twm du Hoi” You can imagine 
our feelings — particularly mine, as I was the only one 
belonging to an embassy— to bo found in ballet-skirts 
by the police I The door was opened and in walked 
three of the heads of the i)olic.c. " Voa noma, messieurs 
et dames.” We had taken off our wigs and masks, so 
were cosily recognized. Suddenly there wa.s a shout 
from Rochefoucauld, who jumped on the leading man, 
dragging off his hat and wig, diHcoverlng Puya6gur. To 
all three he did the same thing. With roars of laughter 
they told us they had disguised themselves aiul had been 
to every room in the caffi and had taken the names of 
all the occupants. We were the first to find them out. 
As they were all friends of ours, we made them join us, 
and the fun became fast and furious. Do la Rochefou- 
cauld had suddenly remembered that during the Carnival 
no descents of the police were made, so he risked pulling 
off Puysfigur’s wig. It took me a long time to recover 
from the shock. It would have been a serious matter 
for me, particularly if it had been made public. I would 
have been oblige<l to leave Paris. I do not kiujw what 
father would liave done. Oh, my head to-day 1 We 
are planning some more mischief to come off before the 
end of the (’arnival. Puysfigur had a list of several well- 
known i)cot)le. whose names he took. We tire crtiintr to 
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5BEUAEY 10 

e put our heads together and have sent the most 
ficial-looking documents to all whose names were taken 
appear at the Hotel de Ville to-morrow. We intend 
ling to some vantage-point to see them arrive. 

5BRUARY 11 

rr joke came off splendidly. Coach after coach 
ove up, but when the occupants asked for a certain 
om, which number we put on the document, they 
3re informed there was no such room. Then one of 
e documents was shown to an official, who said, “It 
Carnival; you have been duped.” I wish you could 
.ve seen their faces. Some of the ones of high rank 
d written to the Due de Berri to intercede for them and 
d not appear. He had been informed that it was a 
ke and joined in it. We won’t hear anything about it. 
lere is not one dare make any trouble. It seems the 
like was very much amused, and has made many sallies 
out it to the mfortunate ones, particularly the married 
.es. 


5BRUAEY 13 

1 Saturday there was a magnificent ball given by 
onsieur de Greffuhle. He had lately been made a peer, 
le Due and Duchesse de Berri were present. There 
d been rumours that there was a plot to assassinate 
e Duke; all noticed that JHonsieur de Greffuhle never 
t him, and seemed much relieved when the Berris 
tired. The Princesse de Galitzin bade me come to 
r box at the opera on Sunday. We had the box adjoin- 
I the Royal one. The Due and Duchesse de Berri 
!re very well received. At the conclusion of the opera, 
fore the ballet commenced, the Duchess rose and, 
wmg to the audience, retired with the Duke. As I 
IS not feeling well, I begged Madame de Galitzin to 
cuse me and immediately followed. In the corridor 

156 


DIARY OP JAMES GALLATIN [18^0 

I heard a commotion, and, opening a door, I found 
myself by the Royal exit. Monsieur de Brissac rushed 
up to me saying, ''Shut the door and stand by it; do 
not let any one pass in or out. There has been an attack 
on the life of the Due de Berri.^' At that moment the 
Duke appeared, supported on one side by the Duchess 
and on the other by Madame de B6thisy.* I could see a 
dagger sticking in his breast, but he was talking in a low 
voice to his wife. She was wonderfully calm, but tears 
were running down her cheeks. She is enceinte. I fear 
this may kill her. I heard orders being given to send 
at once for Monsieur and the Due d^Angoullme. Mon- 
sieur arrived first, accompanied by the Due de Fitz James, 
and immediately went into the Royal salon, which is 
behind the King’s loge. They were closely followed by 
the Due d’Angouleme and the Due de Maille; then 
came Monsieur Decazes and a host of others. It was 
all the more tragic as I could hear the music of the ballet 
which was still going on. The audience had no knowl- 
edge of what had happened. I forgot to mention that 
before anybody arrived I heard a sharp cry from the 
Royal salon. I was told afterwards that the Duke tried 
to pull the knife out of his breast but was unable to do 
so — that Madame de Bethisy, with great presence of 
mind, pulled it out. Both she and the Duchess were 
deluged in blood. I heard somebody say, “Does anybody 
know if the knife was poisoned?” Monsieur Decazes 
passed me hurriedly , with Fitz- James. When they 
returned (it seems they had been to question the assassin) 
I heard Monsieur Decazes say in a loud voice, “The knife 
is not poisoned.” By this time several doctors arrived 
and were doing all they could to staunch the flow of 
blood. I could see into the salon, as the door was left 
open as there were so many people. Monsieur Rohan- 
Chdbotf came up to me and begged me to still stop by 

* Lady in waiting to the Duchess. 

t Son of the Due de Rohan. 

1 
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door I was guarding. At that moment the Due 
16ans, with the Duchesse and Mile d' Origans, passed 
the salon; they were all in tears. The next thing 
ard was an order given to send for the King. The 
de Maille went to fetch him. I felt then there could 
be much hope. To my horror, I heard the Duchesse 
Berri in loud tones denouncing Monsieur Decazes, 
ig, “C'est lui, le vrai assassin” They tried to stop 
A sudden hush and the poor old King arrived, 
ing heavily on the Duchesse d’Angoulgme and the 
de Maille.* His Majesty was composed and looking 
stern. It was an extraordinary sight. The Duchesse 
igouleme hurriedly passed me and met poor little 
[emoiselle, who had been sent for and came carried 
he arms of Mile de Gontaut.t Then two priests 
ed. I knew then the end was near. Suddenly all knelt, 
lie sacrament was being given to the dying man I think 
ybody was in tears; I know I cried. Then in silence 
ill rose to our feet and waited. It seemed hours to 
as I was ready to drop with fatigue. Then the 
3t began intoning a prayer. Again all sank on to 
: knees. The end had come. Then a horrible thing 
Dened. The Duchesse de Berri again commenced to 
im, calling Monsieur Decazes ‘^Assassin! Assassin!” 
''as really too horrible. After they had quieted her, 
absolute silence — with the exception of the Grand 
mberlain announcing ''Le Roi, le Roi^^ — a mournful 
lession passed me. First, the King supporting the 
hesse de Berri, who had the hand of Mademoiselle, 
Duchesse d’Angoulgme on the other side of her; 
' were followed by all the rest of the Royal Family, 
uld hear the orders given by the oflScers to the soldiers 
by now were keeping the streets, 
isieur de Brissac came to me, shook my hands and 
xrand Chamberlain of Louis XVIII, 

?he MS. here is illegible and I have had to guess at the 
ling. — ^E d. 
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simply said “Merci/^ He asked me if I would like to 
go into the salon, I followed him. He motioned me 
to kneel and, handing the brush from the holy- water bowl, 
motioned me to sprinkle the corpse, which I did. I 
would not believe the Duke was dead. He was still sitting 
up in a large gilt arm-chair, his head supported by a 
cushion, and surrounded by the officers of his household. 
The priest knelt in front of him praying. It was a 
sight I will never forget. In silence Monsieur de Maille 
shook my hand, and I retired. On gaining the street, 
which was packed with people and troops, I had great 
difficulty in getting through the crowd, had it not 
happened that I was recognized by one of the officers. 
Monsieur de Puysegur, who sent an escort of soldiers to 
make way for me. Although more dead than alive when 
arriving at home, I at once went up to father’s room and 
awakened him. When I told him the news he exclaimed, 
^'What a catastrophe ! — the unfortunate Bourbons — a 
blow for France indeed!” He made me go at once to 
bed as I was hardly able to stand. 

FEBRUARY 16 

At 10 o’clock this morning a note was sent that all the 
Diplomatic Corps were to go to the Tuilleries at 1 o’clock. 
I accompanied father. The large salle was in total darkness 
with the exception of about twenty large candles {sieges) in 
great silver candlesticks. In order of seniority, first the 
Ambassadors and their suites, then the Ministers, passed 
before the throne, in front of which was standing the 
Due d’Angoulfeme surrounded by the high Court officials 
in the deepest mourning. Absolute silence with the 
exception of the announcement by the Grand Chamber- 
lain as the representative of each country passed — La 
Russie, I’Espagne, &c. &c. — followed by tiie dropping on 
the floor of the halberds with a ringing sound. It was 
most solemn and impressionable. The Duke bowed to 
each one. Not a word was spoken. So we passed out, 
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The assassin’s name is Louvel, a saddler. It seems he 
has been following the poor Duke for a long time waiting 
his opportunity. He must have had many chances as 
the Duke went about in the most open manner, often 
quite alone. Rumours of all sorts. Some say it was a 
conspiracy. The Duchesse de Berri still accuses Monsieur 
Decazes of being the head of it. Others that it was 
a personal revenge. '^Cherchez la femme , others say; 
the Duke’s amours were so well known — he not taking 
the slightest care to hide them. 

FEBRUARY 17 

This morning father went to the Palais Royal and was 
received by Mile d’Orleans. She was in great grief; she 
was devoted to the Due de Berri. She said, when dying 
he was the most collected and calm of them all, that he 
thought of everybody — of two children, girls, who were 
in England; they are the daughters of a “Miss Brown” 
whom he married in London under a false name before 
the Restoration. He begged his wife to take them and to 
bring them up as if they were her own daughters. She 
promised to do so. He tried to comfort one and all. 

FEBRUARY 18 

So great is the outcry against Monsieur Decazes that 
he will have to leave the Ministry, Father is much 
incensed about it; I will not for one moment believe 
that he was in any way implicated. Decazes’ life has 
been threatened and he has to go about guarded. The 
people insult him as he passes in his carriage; they are 
incensed against him. It is a strange thing that the 
populace always have affection for a Royalty who is 
a little wild. It was exactly the same with Henri IV, 
whom the late Duke much resembled in the life he led. 

FEBRUARY 19 

A Monsieur Claude de Coursergues, a deputy, denounced 
Monsieur Decazes in the Chamber yesterday as insti- 
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maignanuy nowiea aown. 

The King sent this morning for the Due de Richelieu, 
who was on the eve of starting for England to compliment 
George IV on his accession. The King requested him 
to take Monsieur Decazes’ place, but he absolutely 
refused to do so. When pressed for his reasons he said 
“the King was so old” and that “Monsieur” (the 
heir to the Crown) was absolutely opposed to him. 

FEBRUARY 21 

It seems that Monsieur had given his word that if he 
became king he would support Monsieur de Richelieu. 
Still nothing decided. 

FEBRUARY 22 

Monsieur Decazes has begged the King to accept his 
resignation. After some time, it seems, the King, with 
great grief, accepted it. He created him “Due” and 
he goes to London as ambassador. Monsieur de Richelieu 
at last has consented to accept ofiBce. Monsieur has 
given him every promise of support in every way. Father 
has no faith in Monsieur’s promises. He thinks him 
false in everything. 

The lying-in-state and funeral of the Due de Berri was 
very fine. The actual funeral was not on so grand a 
scale as that of the Prince de Condg, which I have 
mentioned before. 

MARCH 1820 

The Duchesse de Berri is more violent than ever against 
the Due de Decazes and his party; it is all very painful. 
Of course all gaiety and entertaining is at an end. For 
myself, I have no heart for it. I can scarcely realize 
that the poor Duke is dead — always so gay and cheerful, 
so full of life and spirits. He will be more and more 
missed as time goes on; there is nobody to fill his place. 
The Queen of Sweden is getting madder and madder, 
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e does not let poor Monsieur de Richelieu alone for a 
oment; she is the laughing-stock of Paris. He will 
>t even speak to her, but that seems to egg her on all 
e more. Louvel was questioned in private, but^ his 
ial will not take place as yet. Some say he is a 
natic. 

miL 

[)nly go to the Fran^ais now. Mile George is very fine. 
)or old Talma one can hardly hear. It is really sad to 
e the wreck of such a once fine actor; still at times 
j has fine bursts of passion, revealing some of his old 
)wers. The opera has been closed since the assassina- 
)n of the Duke. 

"EIL 

bomb exploded yesterday at the Louvre. Rumour 
ys that several bombs have been discovered in the 
irdens and under the windows of the Duchesse de Berri. 
be poor old King is much disturbed. He, as well as 
^erybody else, fears that if a bomb did explode near 
the apartment occupied by the Duchesse de Berri 
might bring on a premature confinement. Since the 
^th of the Duke the Duchess has moved to the Tuilleries. 
be eyes of the whole of France are fixed on the palace, 
)ping for an heir. Louvers trial commenced on the 
h. I applied for permission to attend, which was 
anted. 

seems he is now thought to be a lunatic and there will 
5 a further trial. All this must be most painful to the 
oyal Family. There are strange rumours afloat about 
le bombs; even the Duchesse de Bern's name is 
entioned — it is too monstrous. 

AY 1820 

n officer of bad character has been arrested in con- 
mon with the bomb explosions. He is to be tried 
[; once. 
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tion of paying a visit to Paris; she is now in Geneva. 
The Duchesse de Courland (Talleyrand^s niece) has 
been troubling father very much lately. She has interest 
in property in America and seems to think it is his place 
to attend to it for her. This has given us all a chance, 
mamma in particular, as the Duchess comes to see him 
nearly daily; we all say it is a second case of the Queen 
of Sweden and Monsieur de Richelieu. I really think 
it is beginning to trouble him, as he has a horror of any 
scandal being attached to his name. Pozzo di Borgo 
strongly advised him to get rid of her. He thinks 
anybody who has any connexion with Monsieur de Talley- 
rand dangerous. He has, like father, supreme contempt 
for the latter — calls him a turncoat, a liar, libertine, &c. &c. 
He certainly is a man without a vestige of principle. 

JUNE 

Frances is now seventeen and remarkably pretty. Had 
the Court not been in mourning she would have made 
her d6but, but will now have to wait until next year. 
I think mamma is very glad, as she dreads having to 
sit up so late. We tell her she is very lucky only to have 
one daughter — that most Englishwomen have eight or 
ten. 

JUNE 6 

To-day was LouveUs trial. I was present. There were 
no revelations of any kind. He is a poor lunatic. He 
had nursed the idea he must kill somebody for years. 
He is to be executed to-morrow. 

JUNE 8 

I now deeply regret I went to the execution. There 
was a large body of troops as there had been serious 
disturbance in the night. It was at 3 o'clock in 
bright June sunshine, which made it all the more horrible. 

1 e>c* 
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could imagine human beings could turn into 
a French mob is horrible. One now realizes 
; Terror was. The wretched assassin was half 
)re he was dragged up the steps of the guillotine. 
11 over in a moment. I had to go and drink 
indy — a thing I have never done in my life 
It took me two hours to get out of the howling 
lore like wild animals than anything else — the 
ir worse than the men. 


1 go to Geneva for two months. I will be very 
the rest and quiet. Of course father has had 
to do. The affairs of the Court, with all the 
[ counter-plots, have occupied all the time of the 

de Courland has been got rid of. Father has 
pale face and white hands; Pozzo di Borgo 
) her that he had leprosy. She wrote begging 
)t even to write to her, that she feared she had 
him too much, &c. &c. Poor Pozzo passed a 
rter of an hour with mamma, who will never 
im. Father was much amused, 
r de Chateaubriand is deeply hurt that he is 
ae Ministry; neither the King nor Monsieur de 
1 like him. We leave to-morrow for Geneva. . . . 




PAET IV 

THE MINISTKY IN FRANCE 

FROM THE ASSASSINATION OF THE DUG DE BERRI 
TO THE RETURN OF ALBERT GALLATIN TO AMERICA 

SEPTEMBER 1820-/UiVE 1823 

SEPTEMBER 1820: GENEVA 

Father has just had news of a great conspiracy. Unfor- 
tunately Monsieur de Lafayette is mixed up in it — ^in 
fact, one of the leaders; others are the Due de Rovigo, 
Monsieur Lafitte, General Pajol, and a host of others. 
There is to be a trial before the Court of Peers, I am 
glad we are here, as if we had been in Paris it would have 
caused father great worry. He has a very deep affection 
for Monsieur de Lafayette. 

Madame Patterson Bonaparte is here. She is much 
sought after; her wit and beauty seem to open all doors 
to her. She is very bitter at the present moment against 
Mrs. Caton, one of whose daughters married Madame B.^s 
brother Robert and is now a widow. There is great 
scandal about her and the Duke of Wellington. He 
follows her everywhere; in fact, it is an open secret 
that she is his mistress. Mrs. Caton has married another 
of her daughters to a Mr. Harvey. The third one is 
very beautiful, and the mother has great hopes of making 
a fine marriage for her. Madame Bonaparte talks of 
nothing else but '^Bo^^ her son, and his marriage. As 
he is now only a fat boy it is a little premature. 

SEPTEMBER 28 

We arrived in Paris this morning to find the city in a 
ferment of enthusiasm on account of the birth of a son 
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) the Luchesse de Bern yesterday. It was really 
^onderful to see the change in everybody. When we 
ift in May all was dull and black; now everybody, 
v'en the streets, are radiant. Cannon are booming; 
reworks at night, feu de joie, and goodness knows what. 

had at once to go to the palace pow nous inscrire. 
‘hey say the King is delighted. 

EFTEMBEK £9 

'he child is called the Due de Bordeaux.* He was 
rivately christened at once, but there is to be a great 
ublic christening later on. 

Ve went to-day to the Palais Royal. It did not strike 
le that the Orleans family looked or seemed particularly 
leased. The two daughters of ^'Mrs. Brown were 
here; they are treated with great kindness and have 
een given titles. “Mrs. Brown has been given a 
bateau in Brittany. She certainly behaved wonderfully 
rell. Her marriage in England was quite en regie, 
)ddly enough, there is a boy as well, but no notice has 
een taken of him; he is simply called “Thomas Brown/’ 

€TOBER 

t has been the most extraordinary trial of the leaders 
f the conspiracy of August. All the leaders have 
scaped free and only some most unimportant persons 
ave been punished. The Due de Bassano has been 
llowed to return to France. He is so old and considered 
mte harmless now. 

rOVEMBER 

Ve have some work to do, as Monsieur de Richelieu has 
citimated to father that he is willing to open negotiations 
e the Indemnity. That anything will really be done 

*Heari<3iarles-Ferdmaii(i-Marie-Dieudoim6 Artois, Due de Bor- 
bom S^rtember 28, 1820, afterwards known as the Comte de 
liambcmL 
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I strongly doubt. Mr. Sheldon has gone on a holiday, 
so all the important work falls on my shoulders. Paris 
still dull as far as Society goes. I was pointed out the 
Marquise de Guiccioli yesterday, Lord Byron^s mistress; 
she is very charming to look at, gentle and sweet. 

Of course the one topic of conversation is the Duchesse 
de Berri and her son, the Due de Bordeaux — ^^Esperance 
de la France,” as he is called. The King looks much 
better, is far more cheerful. There are some unpleasant 
rumours of the Due d^Orleans having thrown doubts on 
the legitimacy of the Due de Bordeaux, but I believe it 
is without question of a doubt that he is the son of the 
Due de Berri. When the latter was dying he said to the 
King, ^‘Soigne ma femme; elle est enceinte” 

I am going to f6tes every night as Paris is again plunged 
into wild gaiety. The people are too glad of an excuse 
to throw off the mourning and gloom, Frances makes 
her debut at the first Court. I have been telling her 
how to behave. She has a dancing mistress to teach 
her how to curtsy and to back without tumbling over. 
The christening of the Due de Bordeaux was a splendid 
sight. He was held up at an open window to be shown 
to the populace and was received with roars of cheers. 
The old Duke of Gordon was present; I was so glad 
to see him. I had a little love affair with Katinka 
Galitzin. Her father is not very rich, and as I have 
nothing, it soon came to an end. We remain the best 
of friends. 

Really Mr. Astor is dreadful. Father has to be civil to 
him, as in 1812-13 he rendered great services to the 
Treasury. He came to dejeuner to-day; we were simply 
en famille, he sitting next to Frances. He actually wiped 
his fingers on the sleeves of her fresh white spencer. 
Mamma in discreet tones said, ^'Oh, Mr. Astor, I must 
apologize; they have forgotten to give you a serviette.'^ 
I think he felt foolish. 

A splendid Court ball last night; the dresses and jewels 
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the ladies and the superb uniforms of the men 
ade a fine show. Father looks like a blot of ink 
Qongst all this finery. Of course I dress as I like; 
B have no oflSicial diplomatic uniform in America. 
)me near-sighted Hungarian officer, not seeing he 
as in front of the Duchesse d’Angouleme, caught 
s spur in the lace of her dress and tore yards of 
Jendid lace. He was covered with confusion, but she 
as so gracious; she is so womanly. I do not think I 
ive ever seen so sad a face, but she is the most royal- 
oking person I have ever seen; the descendant of a 
mdred kings certainly applies to her. I noticed her 
cpression of intense scorn when Prince de Talleyrand 
issed; he is horrible. 

^ith the change of Ministry after the disgrace, or at 
ast removal, of the Due de Decazes, Monsieur de 
ichelieu is again in power. Monsieur de Serre, Minister 
[ Justice; Pasquier, Affaires Etrangeres (which father 
inch regrets); Latour Maubourg, Ministre de la Guerre; 
ortal Marine and Roy, Ministre des Finances; Baron 
leunier, Directeur of Police; and Monsieur Simeon, 
linistre de ITnterieur. Father thinks it a very weak 
rovernment — that it will not last long. . . . 

OVEMBER 

’he Marquis de Lauriston, a descendant of Law, the 
outh Sea Bubble adventurer, is appointed Ministre de la 
laison du Roi. We had a small sauterie for Frances 
nd her young friend. She^s now seventeen. It was 
ery pretty; all the young girls were so fresh and enjoyed 
verything so much it was a pleasure to watch them. 
)ear mamma had arranged a surprise in the shape of a 
ift hunt. We all were given numbers and then we went 
ato the gallery, where all the presents were hidden in 
11 sorts of the most out-of-the-way places. I helped her 
o arrange it with the invaluable Berthal. Each had a 
lumber corresponding with tickets. It was really good 
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and quite delightful— such laughter and little suppressed 
shrieks of delight when the parcel with the corresponding 
number was discovered. The presents were so pretty — 
a donkey with a wobbley head for me and a goose full 
of bon-bons for Frances. We both agreed it was too 
personal; mamma has more wit than we gave her 
credit for. Father came in with dear Pozzo di Borgo 
and looked on at the “hunt/^ and was much amused. 
Then a delightful little supper. It was all over by 11 
o^clock. Of course there is little entertaining on a 
large scale on account of the Due de Berries death; we 
of the corfs diplomatique entertain in a small way. The 
English Ambassadress has sent out invitations for a 
party for very young people for Thursday; it is to be 
costumL Frances is going as ^‘Titania” and I as 
the ass. I have had a wonderful head made by the 
costumier of the opera; it is all of silk and is very light — 
not at all hot. 

The little hal costume was a great success; some of the 
dresses were beautiful. Frances was as pretty as any- 
body; she has that lovely skin and such beautiful eyes. 
Her dress was all clinging white silver material, and 
she had a wreath of light blue cornflowers in her hair, 
which was flowing down her back. Her wand was a 
huge sunflower. Sosthene de la Rochefoucauld, with 
his usual cynical manner, came up to me and said: 
^^Tout le monde te reconnait; tu n^as pas pu choisir un 
costume qui fira mieuxJ^ I will be even with him yet. 
I never knew a man who fancied himself so much; he 
is a male Madame de Boigne. 

We had a Maypole dance; there was a beautiful may- 
pole'^ decorated with flowers and ribbons. After this 
was finished we all (the young people) filed before the 
Ambassador and Ambassadress dancing a polonaise. 
We arrived home at midnight, but I went out again. 
Father has enjoined mamma never to ask me any ques- 
tions — very wise, I think, as if I told her the truth she 

1^0 
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^ould soon be in her grave, with her strict ideas. Will I 
v-er reform? Paris is waking up. Pozzo di Borgo is 
iving a sauierie for Frances. He sent to Russia for all 
3rts of beautiful presents; he has consulted mamma 
bout some original way of distributing them. 


OVEMBER 20 

fc was delightful at the Russian Embassy — all very 
oung people. After supper the doors of the ballroom 
^ere thrown open; half-way across the room a great 
Dpe of flowers about three feet from the ground, at the 
ir end a row of targets. Silver arrows were presented 
D the ladies and gold ones to the gentlemen; we had 
0 throw them at the targets. If we hit (I am sorry to 
ay the girls often missed), Pozzo, assisted by several 
mbassadors, presented us with the most beautiful 
Russian bibelots, much too fine, I had a beautiful inlaid 
nuff-box; Frances a complete Russian peasant costume 
-the head-dress had seed-pearls and turquoises on it. 
Ve danced all sorts of pretty dances, ending with a 
lussian mazurka which twelve of us had learnt. I led 
ff with Katinka Galitzin. It was really extremely pretty 
nd very well done. We had straps covered with gilt 
ells on our ankles — that is, the men; the girls had the 
ame on their wrists. The orchestra as a finale played 
U the different national airs. Yankee Doodle 
ounded rather tame and vulgar after the grand Russian 
lymn and “God save the King,^^ Oddly enough, “God 
ave the King'^ is the national Hymn of Geneva; it 
vas played after the “Escalade'' in 1602. The name 
if the composer is not known; both Lulli and Handel 
laimed it, hut that is absurd, as the original manuscript 
nusic is in the Arsenal at Geneva. After a Russian 
lunch chaud, which Pozzo insisted upon our drinking, 
lome we went. I was very tired. 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [1820 


came down to breakfast this morning in her 
costume. Poor mamma's face was a study in 
She could not utter at first, so father stepped 
each, saying, ^^How lovely you look, and where 
lis finery come from?" He knew nothing of it 
not been at the Embassy. By this time mamma 
vered her speech. I saw the storm coming. 
, have you forgotten that it is the Lord's Day ? 
ur room and pray for forgiveness." I left the 
did father. 


ER 1820 

the Spanish Embassy. The Papal nuncio was 
All ladies in high waists. It seems it is not 
for ladies to be decollete when he is present, 
at Court. Madame S. embarrasses me at times; 
all over, as I am quite certain people must see 
looks at me. Mamma was very fine in red 
Her skin is so deadly white and fine that she 
1 noticed anywhere; I was very proud of her. 
nuncio retired some Spanish dances were danced 
y. Such a strange custom ! When the nuncio 
e was preceded by two footmen walking back- 
)lding silver candelabra with lighted candles; 
thing was repeated when he retired. I noticed 
[ astonished when mamma did not kiss his ring, 
ifterwards explained to him that she was a 
it. Driving home, father laughingly teased her 
saying she should have done so. “No such 
' for me," she said. We found Frances had 
r. A doctor was sent for and fears it is scarlet 
c says he cannot be certain until to-morrow, 
is no rash as yet. 
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ECEMBER £ 

oor Frances has scarlet fever and is isolated in the chalet 
I the garden. Mamma will not leave her. Father had 
)me news from America which has rather annoyed him. 
; seems some ignorant Yankee called attention to the way 
5 was living in Paris — ^that his house was too large, that 
is servants wore showy liveries, &c. &c. Father is 
mplicity itself, but he feels he ought to keep up a 
^rtain style in a country where such things are so much 
lought of; he feels it is due to the prestige of the 
)untry he represents. They might just as well resent 
is going to Court — it is quite ridiculous. Monsieur 
e Lafayette has just called; he consulted him on the 
latter. The former is certainly republican enough in 
[1 his ideas. Father has penned a very dignified answer, 
hich I have just drafted. He requests to be recalled 
his way of living is not considered proper, but that 
e will not change it in any way. He and I are dining 
ith the Barings to-day. Of course mamma had to 
muse herself on account of Frances. 

ECEMBEE 4 

Ve had a charming dinner at the Barings^ The old 
>uc de Bassano was present. He is really about the 
nly respectable person that Napoleon created a duke, 
[though he was a lawyer or Jiommes d'affaires, or some- 
tiing of that sort, but of low origin. Poor Frances is 
etter as it is a mild attack. In any case it will prevent 
er from going to any of the Christmas festivities. Mamma 
iared her complexion might be injured, but the doctor 
ssures her it will not be in any way affected. . . . 

ECEMBEE 

have refused all invitations for the present as, although 
dances is stiU isolated, I have never had scarlet fever 
ayself. The doctor thinks I had better remain quiet 
or a few days. . . . 
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DECEMBER 10 

I had a piece of very bad luck to-day. A certain lady 
of the grand monde had smiled upon me. I had a rendez- 
vous with her at the old Palais Royal in the Marais in 
the afternoon. It is the most unlikely place in the world 
to meet anybody. I know of a very quiet little caf6 
there with cabinet particnlier; as we walked toward it 
I spied a lady approaching with a footman behind her. 
Horror of horrors 1 — mamma ! Now if it had been the 
moon arm-in-arm with the sun taking a walk I would 
not have been more flabbergasted, but it was mamma in 
the flesh. Nothing was to be done but to brazen it out. 
With a sickly smile and a grand coup de chapeau I 
approached her, instantly saying, Allow me to present 
you to the Comtesse de Mamma stared, mamma 
curtsied; Madame de C. did the same. Mamma curtsied 
again, Madame de C. ditto; but not a word did mamma 
utter. I own I was rather proud of her, but the situation 
was becoming rather strained. I said to Madame de C., 
“Comtesse, will you allow me to conduct you to your 
coach This really meant a fiacre, as Madame de C. 
had left her coach in the Rue de Rivoli. Mamma glared, 
curtsied again; finding her voice, said, “James, return 
when you have found the comtesse^s coach,'" with an 
accent gram on the coach. I could not do anything else. 
When I did return mamma took my arm and walked 
ten times around the Palais Royal. I suppose it will 
mean some more tracts when we get home. It seems 
the poor old dear, on account of fear of infection to 
others, had come to this isolated place to take a little 
exercise. My luck is on the wane. 

DECEMBER 12 

Not a word have I heard since of my little peccadillo. 
I think father must have said something, for I am certain 
she told him. She really thinks I am still a child, for- 
getting I am three-and-twenty. 

i»yQ 
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ECEMBER 17 

[adame de C. will never forgive me; she is furious. 
ECEMBER 20 

he boulevards are so brilliant for Noel, I walk there 
^ery evening. 

ECEMBER 26 

he usual Christmas festivities, but I have become very 
ngSj so remained at home. All my friends seem to be 
tting married, and I am only semi-attached. 

NTJARY 1, 1821 

aother year gone, and still we stop on here practically 
)ing nothing. Father is getting old, and I doubt if he 
ill ever return to America. Mr. Astor has written to 
m again making new offers, all of which he has refused, 
e says he must not die rich after holding the posts he 
LS. I have never known of anybody, with the excep- 
)n of the Due de Richelieu, who is so absolutely honest 
id disinterested; both on his mission to the Hague and 
England he only charged his absolute out-of-pocket 
penses. Would that there were more politicians in 
merica of his calibre ! I fear there are few, if any. It 
not astonishing he has so many firm friends such as 
lexander Baring, Pozzo di Borgo, Lafayette, and the 
umboldts — men whose friendship is worth having. I 
ily wish I were more like him. 

ONDAY 

had a bad accident skating at Vincennes on Saturday 
id broke my arm — fortunately the left one. Had it 
jen my right arm I do not know what I should have 
me. It caused me great pain; the bone-setter was 
iry rough. To add to my troubles, my hair is beginning 
> fall out. This was caused by the fever I contracted 
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that horrible winter at St. Petersburg. One consolation — 
I can always wear a wig. 

I^EBRUARY 2 

I had a horrid accident on Saturday. I was driving a 
new horse in my cabriolet with Lucien up behind. Coming 
down the Elya6ea I spied the King’s coach driven at the 
usual high speed, which makes a rumbling. As etiquette 
requires, I drew up at the side, and was holding my hat 
off when my horse .shied and over we went. Of course, 
I fell on my injured arm, which has always given me 
trouble; it was badly set at first— in fact, it had to be 
broken again and set, causing me great uneasiness. The 
Comtesse de Brissac was passing in her coach; she 
stopped and moat kindly insisted on conveying me to 
her hotel in the Faubourg St.»IIonor6, which is quite 
close. She sent for a surgeon, and, much to my chagrin, 
he announced another slight fracture. After attending 
to me, Madame dc B. most graciously put her coach at 
my disposal to take me home. She is forty but still 
very handsome. She held my right hand while the 
surgeon was binding my arm; I think she squeezed it. 
Nous verrons. Lucien and the horse were not injured 
but the cabriolet was damaged. 

This morning I was sitting in mamma’s boudoir reading, 
as my arm was so painful I could not write. Frances 
was embroidering and mamma going through her religious 
devotions, which consists of reading a sermon of Jeremy 
Bentham’s, her daily allowance. A footman hurricslly 
entered without knocking—a venial offence, lie looked 
white and scared, and mumbled, “Would Madame 
rAmbassadreas permit Madame Bcrthal to speak to her?” 
Enter Madame Bcrthal, very red and flurried, her very 
cap quivering with excitement. Approaching mamma, 
in a low tone she said, “Madame I’Ambaasadrcss, there 
has been an accident. Louise (one of the kitchen wenches) 
has tripped over the cat on the lower stairs, and there are 
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m” “Two what?'" asked mamma. “Twins/" 
plied Madame Berthal. “What nonsense T" said 
amma. “Is the girl injured? It does not matter 
)out the kittens; drown them/' “Not kittens, Madame 
Ambassadress, babies." Never will I forget mamma's 
ce. Down went Jeremy Bentham bang on the floor, 
p rose mamma, her cap literally standing on end. She 
Lundered, “Frances, leave the room." I could no 
nger contain myself and burst into roars of laughter, 
his was too much for mamma. James, I am ashamed 
you. Leave the room at once." I really expected to 
ceive Jeremy on my head before reaching the door, 
nly too glad to escape, I sought refuge in father's room, 
rhen I succeeded in suppressing my laughter I com- 
enced telling him what had happened. I had only 
>mmenced my story when he was summoned to mamma's 
>om. When he returned he tried to look serious, but 
saw the corners of his mouth twitching. Poor Berthal 
amma has dismissed for her want of discretion. Father 
nt to the Convent of the Sacre Coeur, which is quite 
ose to us, and obtained permission to send the poor 
rl and her twins to the hospital there. He sent for a 
>ach and had her conveyed there. What passed 
^tween him and mamma I do not know, but she locked 
irself in the room for the remainder of the day. Frances 
iked me this evening if I thought she could have one 
the kittens. I told her they were drowned I ! 1 
he twins died last night. . . . 

[y arm is so painful I cannot write any more. . . . 
[amma has forgiven me. Jean, such a nice-looking 
nom, is the cause of all the trouble. He is going to 
any the girl as soon as she is well. Father insists 
1 retaining them both in his service. Mamma looks 
jured and draws deep sighs. Poor Berthal has been 
instated; father insisted upon it. 




There have been more bomb explosions and the police 
have not the slightest clue. On January 27 a bomb in 
the Tuilleries — nobody injured. On the 31st another at 
the Treasury, several near the palace windows; still not 
the faintest clue. Scenes every day in the Chamber, one 
party accusing the other. Then a lull for a time. 

FEBRUARY 15 

I do not feel well enough to join in the Carnival this year. 
The fact is, I have had enough of it all. I am now nearly 
four-and-twenty, and it is high time to settle down. 
Frances is to make her d6but this year but not until 
the spring. 

FEBRUARY 17 

Such a magnificent ball at the Tuilleries last night. 
The Duchesse d’Angouleme was superbly regal: her 
train of white velvet thickly embroidered with gold 
fleurs-de-lis with a broad gold border, lined and faced 
with ermine; her dress entirely of superb lace, which 
they told me had belonged to her mother; the highest 
diadem of emeralds and diamonds that I have ever seen, 
it was quite four inches. A veil of superb lace hung 
down below her shoulders; a belt and stomacher of 
diamonds and one enormous emerald in the centre; 
from the shoulders hung great strings of diamonds. 
The Duchess d^Orl6ans in rose-coloured velvet; Mile 
d’Orleans in blue; the Duchesse de Berri in white with 
a train bordered with sable (this was her first appearance 
since her husband^s assassination). They made a truly 
royal group. The poor King was in a chair with wheels, 
as he suffers from swollen legs. 

FEBRUARY 20 

At last I have had a bilious attack. Mamma is in her 
element; she loves to say “I told you so.” Now, when 
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one is bilious one is not in the best of tempers; I do so 
long to throw a boot at her. 

FEBRUAEY 

All right again and taking Frances to some small evening 
parties. She has not been brought up in the French 
way; mamma allows her much more liberty. Frances 
can take care of herself; she has great dignity combined 
with sweetness^ and under it all — what shall I call it ? — a 
will of her own. She is very lovely to look at. 

FEBRUARY £4 

Now Lent has come — a respite for which I am very 
grateful. I am going to do some serious reading and 
improve myself; I fear I have been very frivolous up 
to the present. Mathieu de Montmorency has invited 
me to hunt at Compiegne, of which he is governor; I 
shall certainly avail myself of his kindness. If it were 
not that the King’s horses were at his disposal and he 
offered to mount me, I would not be able to do so on 
account of the expense. 

MARCH £ 

I took Frances to the Palais Royal yesterday afternoon 
to see a little religious play acted by the children of the 
Due d’Orleans. The Due de Chartres* is now nearly 
twelve years old, and Mile d’Orleans is nine. Some of 
the younger children also took part. The other actors 
were children of the Due d’Escar and the Montmorency 
children. It was really very pretty. After the little 
play all the children sat down to a simple dinner; we 
waited on them. Their aunt. Mile d’Orl6ans, is so 
charming, so simple and unaffected. She is very fond 
of father; I think it is that attracts me to her. 

*Duc de Chartres, son of the Due d^Orleans, bom at Palermo 
September 3, 1810, 
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MARCH 4 

Father has had some disquieting letters from America 
about Albert. He has not shown them to me, nor has 
he told me of their contents, but I fear there is some 
trouble; Albert is so odd. I am very sorry, as I dislike 
to see father troubled. 

MARCH 7 

Madame Patterson Bonaparte has been much disappointed 
that she has not been able to arrange a marriage for her 
whom she considers a prince of the House of the 
now fallen Bonapartes. Mr. Astor, in whom she has great 
confidence, and who has been in Rome, has informed 
her that she must not put any reliance in any members of 
the Bonaparte family. Madame viere is the most sincere 
and the Princesse Pauline Borghesi is absolutely unre- 
liable. Her friend. Lady Morgan, is also in Rome, and 
told her the same thing. She has written volumes to 
father asking his advice. She is really too bad, as she 
is certain not to act by it. He has a great dislike for 
the Bonaparte family; of course the great brains and 
pluck of the first emperor he cannot but have admiration 
for. 

MARCH 9: COMPIEGNE 

I have been here since yesterday, and finely lodged in the 
chS,teau. All are most civil and nice to me. We hunted 
all day to-day and I am tired out. Just going to bed. 

MARCH 12 

I came back to Paris yesterday after a most enjoyable 
visit. I am a little sorry I went for so long. I find father 
has been doing the copying of his own private letters and 
dispatches, which he will not allow any one to do with 
the exception of myself. We dine with the Due and 
Duchesse de Lavalle. I have never seen their hotel, 
but father tells me it is the finest in Paris. 
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ICR 14 

nost painful disclosure has been made. It seems 
Duchesse de Berri told her Father-confessor that 
was the instigator of all the bomb explosions, which 
3 placed by her own people. He made her tell all 
to the King. All the King said was, ''Stop all 
her inquiry and try to forgive her.^^ She is an 
ian and a lover of intrigue. All this has made a most 
iful impression. 

[ICH 16, 18^1 

ally do not know how it will end. Yesterday I was 
ng iete’-^Or-tete with Madame S. — her husband being 
y, as she thought. Fortunately, she has a most 
reet maid. She, hearing Monsieur S."s carriage in 
courtyard, rushed and warned us. I was just able 
jscape down the escalier de service. I went to the 
:a, and I suppose after the fright I had had nothing 
ised me, so I returned home. I am glad I did, as 
und the house in an uproar. Poor Berthal had fallen 
n the whole flight of marble stairs. Frances says 
is broken to bits. All I could see of her was her 
, which had at last fallen off and was sitting quietly 
a hall chair. There is a surgeon and two doctors 
1 her now. Of course mamma is very much worried; 
this did not prevent her forbidding a priest to enter 
>m one of the servants had sent for. 


aCH 19 

rgot to write about the Lavalle dinner. It was abso- 
ly superb — on a scale of magnificence quite equal to 
lourt entertainment. We sat down eighty at table, 
the banquet lasted for four mortal hours. I counted 
ty footmen. The Duchess was a very great heiress 
[ the Duke was also very rich. 

iQn 
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MAECH 21 

I drove to St.-Cloud to-day in my curricle. It is begin- 
ning to rattle a bit. If we stop here much longer I 
must have a new one. Poor Mrs. P., of ^^Bologny^’ 
fame, died to-day. Mr. Livingstone returns from a very 
extensive tour and leaves for America at once. 

MARCH 25 

There is every prospect now of father either going home 
or going to London. The latter mamma would prefer, 
as she has now become quite reconciled to living abroad; 
in fact, I do not think she would care to return home at 
present. Father does not like London. He had a long 
conference with Pozzo di Borgo to-day. They are such 
close friends, and he thinks very highly of Pozzo^s opinion. 
Lafayette dined here yesterday; he has aged con- 
siderably, but is always delightful. Father fears as he 
gets older he will be even more indiscreet than in his 
youth, or indeed more impulsive. 

MARCH 29 

Some very disagreeable communications from Mr. Adams 
to-day. I really think he, being now Secretary of State, 
is paying father up for imaginary wrongs when at Ghent. 
When I look back upon that time I am amazed that 
father bore so well with him and Mr. Clay; they were 
quarrelling like two spoiled children all the time. Father 
did all he could to restore peace between them, but it 
was of daily occurrence and most trying. I sometimes 
think we may return to live in Geneva and abandon 
America altogether. I, personally, would be delighted, 
but I fear we are not rich enough to do this. I must 
make some money; I cannot always be a drag on father. 

APRIL 1 

There is a smell of spring in the air to-day. Frances 
tried to fool me to-day, sending me a letter challenging 
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me to a duel. I recognized her handwriting at once. 
I did not say a word about it. She has been worrying 
mamma for a long time to buy her a spencer at Madame 
Le Vestris^ in the Rue de la Paix; I have heard of 
nothing else for weeks. So off to Madame L. I went. 
Made her do me up a box with large gold letters with 
her address on it. I bought a murderous-looking fish 
and wrapped it in many papers. Imitating mammals 
handwriting, I put a little note on top of the silk paper 
that she would see the moment the cover was lifted. 
I timed the box to arrive while we were at dinner. Great 
success. Frances opened the box. Only seeing the note, 
she rushed and hugged mamma, who I must say looked 
rather astonished. Rushing back to unpack her coveted 
spencer, as she thought, the smell of fish met her nose. 
With a squeak (women always squeak) she seized the 
fish and made a dash for me, but was too late. I was 
out of the window into the garden, the fish after me. 
A long list of diplomatic dinners to be got through. We 
are engaged for every day for two weeks. Father hates 
all this but is forced to accept. Mamma now, I think, 
loves these entertainments. She, like all women, loves 
dress. This gives her an opportunity to show off her 
finery. 

APEIL 6 

There were serious disturbances last evening at the 
Ecole de Droits de Paris; some rioting. The troops 
had to be called out. What a mistake it is to be dragged 
into a liaison, particularly with a married woman 1 If 
something does not happen I shall not have a hair on 
my head. 

APRIL 9 

Since the death of the Due de Berri a great change has 
certainly come over the jeunesse doree of Paris; not 
half so much entrain. I think he really gave the impetus 
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to us all. I dined yesterday at the Trois Freres Proven- 
ceaux*m the Palais Royal with some boon companions. 
I do not know how it was, the dinner was excellent, the 
wine as well, but we all seemed dull and depressed. I 
hardly dare own it, but I fear we are all blase. I com- 
menced a little too young to enjoy life. I have had a 
good seven years of it; and what I used to look on then 
as the height of enjoyment I now find tiresome. I try 
to take interest in the political questions of the day. 
I read most carefully all the English as well as American 
papers that we receive and try to keep myself au couranl 
of everything of importance. I believe one can train 
one’s mind to serious matters. I certainly have wasted 
a lot of time. 

APRIL 10 

Have been taking Frances to see all the fine churches; 
I don’t think she cares much about it. 

APRIL 12 

Father has presented me with a new curricle; it is 
painted yellow, which is much the vogue at present. . . . 

APRIL 15 

We are eating through our dinners. Oh, the bore of it 
all! 

APRIL 20 

A fine entertainment at Versailles with some Russian 
Grand Dukes. The King was not able to be present 
and Monsieur did the honours. The fountains were all 
playing. A splendid banquet. Looking out of one of 
the windows looking on the Cours d’Honneur, the whole 
scene seemed to be conjured up before me: the dames 
de la halle more like wild beasts, then women shouting 
and screaming, then dragging the coach with the unfor- 
♦ A restaurant only recently demolished. 
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tunate King and Queen in it. As I was meditating on 
ill this I felt a hand on my shoulder; it was the dear 
Did Duke of Gordon. He said^ ^'A penny for your 
thoughts.” I blurted out exactly what had been passing 
through my mind. He then, really with much emotion, 
1 escribed the whole scene most vividly to me; pointed 
Dut exactly where he stood, the immense scorn and 
dignity of Marie Antoinette as she entered the coach, 
the horrible drive back to Paris. He said he did all he 
could, but he was absolutely powerless in the hands of 
the frenzied mob. He slipped his arm through mine 
saying, ^Tt is better to try and bury unpleasant 
memories.” We joined the Court in the Salle des Glaces. 

APML n 

Father took me to-day to see Madame Condorcet, the 
widow of the Marquis Condorcet, the friend of Voltaire. 
She is only fifty-three but looks much older — one of the 
saddest faces I have ever seen. She welcomed us with 
effusion, taking both father^s hands, holding them, and 
saying, “You knew my husband.” She was a Mile 
de Grouchy. It seems they were an ideal couple. Her 
perfect character made Condorcet a believer in equal 
rights for women. Her only child is Madame O'Connor, 
the wife of General O'Connor. 

MAY 3 

Mr. Adams has been playing more of what I call “Yankee 
tricks”; he certainly is an impossible person. He is 
not a man of great force or intelligence, but his own 
opinion of himself is immense. I really think father, 
in a covert way, pulls his leg. I know he thinks little 
of his talents and less of his manners. 

MAY 21 

Frances is greatly excited as the time approaches for her 
to make her debut at Court. She came to me in rather 
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a mysterious manner to-day and began to make much 
of me. I suspected there was something at the bottom 
of it, so said to her, ^^Out with it; what is it you want?’"* 
She is a little afraid of mamma. She wants me to 
persuade the latter to let her have a more elegant frock 
for Court. I promised to do my best. 

MAY 22 

Mamma is adamant. Frances is to wear what she 
decrees. Simplicity above all things. For a wonder, 
I quite agree with mamma. Frances is quite pretty 
enough and she needs but a very simple setting, I told 
her this and consoled her with a little judicious flattery 
about her skin, eyes, hair, &c. &c. She is but a woman. 

MAY 24 

The brothers Humboldt were at to-day. For- 

merly I did not take any interest in their conversation, 
but it was quite different to-day. I was sorry when 
they retired. Father delights in their society. They 
certainly seem to appreciate him; for this I love them. 

JUNE 2 

Frances made her debut at Court last night. She cer- 
tainly did look very lovely. All I know of her dress — 
she was in white, a great big wreath of pink roses round 
her head. She was quite self-possessed and bore herself 
with much dignity. All the members of the Royal Family 
smiled on her. Driving home she burst into sobs. Poor 
child, I suppose it was the pent-up excitement, 

JUNE 10 

I have suffered a great deal lately with my arm; I fear 
it will be permanently stiff — I can hardly raise it now, 
I hope father will decide on Aix-en-Savoi, as I will then 
be able to go in for the cure, I am afraid rheumatism 
has settled in my arm. 
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nDNE 15 

30 little of interest to record in my journal at present. 

; seem now to think that the everyday occurrences of 
'the monde^^ are not worth recording. Of course, 
inything of importance that I want to remember I 
nake notes of. If father should ever get hold of this 
liary I wonder what he will think of it. Mamma asked 
ne to-day if I thought he was worrying about Albert. 
5he does not think he at all approves of the life the latter 
s leading. He does not seem to care for people of his 
)wn class — only farmers and their families. 

rUNE 30 

rhere have been rumours that the Emperor is ill at 
3t. Helena. Nothing confirmed. 

rULY 10 

rhe news has just arrived of the death of Napoleon. 
He died on May 5. I was much astonished at the way 
:he news was received. The hero which the whole 
French nation had worshipped, whom all Europe had 
trembled before, it might have been an ordinary actor 
sv^ho had died. Really one could feel great disgust. 
k mighty man indeed he was with all his faults. The 
Brst I heard of it was cried about the streets: "La 
Mort de Napoleon a St. Helena, deux sous.” Oh, the 
irony of it I 

JULY 15 

The Bonapartists here show the greatest respect to the 
Emperor. They have petitioned the King to allow the 
body to be brought to France and buried, but he will 
not hear of it. Father says it would be most unwise — 
that France is begiiming to settle down after all the 
troubles she has gone through; that even the Emperor’s 
body will excite enthusiasm in many and might lead 
to very serious results. Father received several letters 
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asking if Le thought America would Join in petitioning 
the King. It is really too absurd. What has America 
to do with it? Madame Patterson Bonaparte, won- 
derful to relate, has written to father full of praise of 
the dead Emperor. 

JULY 18 

An extraordinary thing has happened. Father wished 
for a document, and applied for it to the Due de Bassano; 
the latter has all the copies of the archives of the Emperor. 
A document was sent, but not the one applied for; it 
was a copy of a Trianon Decree of August 5, 1810. This 
decree was entirely withheld from the American Minister. 
Had it been known there would not have been any war 
between England and America. It bears the same date 
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, which were to be revoked 
on November 1. Never before have I seen my father 
so angry; he absolutely lost control of himself and used 
the strongest language. The underhand meanness, the 
perfidy, injustice, so low and despicable. It was the 
Emperor’s wish, evidently, to do all in his power to 
crush a young and rising nation. Father went at once 
to see the Due de Bassano, but on arriving there he 
could hardly say anything, he found the poor old Duke 
utterly crushed by the death of the Emperor. He 
evidently knew nothing of his mistake, so father did not 
undeceive him. He sent a copy of the decree to Mr. 
Adams with very strong remarks on the subject. 


GALLATIN to J. Q. ADAMS 


Paris, September 15, 1821 
Sir, 

[First part of letter omitted.] 

But the Trianon Decree was intended for the 
St. Sebastian, Amsterdam, and other cases of the same 
period. It is not a condemnation either in form or in 
substance, but it certainly announces the intention to 
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condemn. It bears date the same day on which it was 
officially communicated to our Minister that the Berlin 
and Milan decrees would be revoked on the first day of 
the ensuing November; and no one can suppose that 
if it had been communicated or published at the same 
time the United States would, with respect to the promised 
revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees, have taken 
that ground which ultimately led to the war with Great 
Britain. It is indeed unnecessary to comment on such 
a glaring act of combined injustice, bad faith, and mean- 
ness as the enacting and concealment of that decree 
exhibits; and I cannot suppose that it will ever be 
brought forward by this Government for the purpose 
of repelling our claims to indemnity, especially as the 
grounds assumed for the measure are evidently mere 
pretences and altogether untenable. Yet when I first 
conversed, in 1816, with the Due de Richelieu on the 
subject of our claims, he alluded to a statement prepared 
in his bureau for him, in which the Act of Congress of 
March 1809 was mentioned as having afforded cause for 
reprisals. 

The copy of the Trianon Decree was given to a friend 
of Mr. Parish by the Duke of Bassano, then Secretary 
of the Council. 

I enclose a Greek copy and a French translation of an 
appeal of the Greeks to the citizens of the United States. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Albert Gallatin 

Decision du 5 aout 1810* 

Vu le rapport ci-dessus fait au conseil de commerce 
et des manufactures, d'ou il resulte: 

(1) Que le Gouwrnement de Etats-Unis ne s'est pas 
home par son acte du ler mars, 1809, a ordonner qu^a 
daier du 20 mai suivant les hatiments et marchandises 
frangaises qui entreraient dans les ports seraient mis 
* For translation see Appendix III. 
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sous le sSqucstrc, mais qu’il a ordonnS la confiscation des 
dits bdtiments et marchandises: 

( 2 ) Qu’il a Mabli par le meme acte que lorsque les com- 
municaiions awe le France viendraient d se rdtablir, lea 
confiscations contimieraient d avoir leur effet: 

( 3 ) Que Vacte du ler mars, 1809 , a Std mis en execution 
ioutes les fois que I'occasion s’en est prSsentde, nonseule- 
ment centre les marchandises, mais aussi centre les b&ii~ 
ments fran^ais: 

Nous avons ordonnS et ordonnons ce qui suit 

( 1 ) Los fonds provenants des ventes des marchandises 
amSricaines qui ont 6t6 effectvMes jusqu’d ce jour, et dont 
le montant avail 6tB mis en d6p6t d la caiase d’amortisse- 
ment, seront transportda au trSaor public. 

( 2 ) Les marchandises amSricaines qui sont mis sous 
le sSquestre seront misSs en vente, et lea fonds en provenants 
versSs au irSsor public, 

( 3 ) Les bdtiments amSricains sur le soil desquels il 
n’avait point fU stataS jusqu’d ce jour, seront Sgalement 
mis en vente et les fonds en provenants veraSs au trisor 
public. 

( 4 ) Aitendu que I’ acte des Eiats-Unis du ler mars, 
1809 , ne oontient aucune disposition centre les Squipages 
de nos bdtiments, voulant toujours traitor les Etats-Unis 
aussi favorablement qu’il cat possible, et n’usant qu'd 
regret du droit de reprSsaille d leur Sgard, nous entendona 
que les Squipages des bdtiments amSricaina entrSs dans 
nos porta no soient point considSrSs comme prisonniers, 
mais soient envoySs dans leur patrie. 

( 5 ) Les dispoaUions ci-desaus seront execuUes d V6gard 
de ious les bdtiments amdricains ontrds et adquestrds dans 
nos porta depuia le 20 mars 1809 , jusqu’au ler mai de la 
prdsente annf-o 1810 , date de Vacte par lequel les Etats- 
Unis ont revoqud cclui du ler mars, 1809 . 

( 0 ) A I'avenir et jusqu’au ler novembre prochain, 
dvogue fixSe par la leitre de notre ministre des relations 
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exterieures au plenipoteniiaire des Etats^Unis pout la 
revocation de nos decrets de Berlin et de Milan {dans 
le cos oil les conditions etahlies dans la dite lettre seraient 
r empties), les navires amiricains pourront entrer dans 
nos ports; mais lew dSchargement ne pourra avoir lieu, 
a moins qu'ils ne soient munis d'une license signee de 
noire main, gue sur un rapport fait en conseil de com^^ 
merce, constatant quails n^ont pas eie denationalises par 
lew soumission aux arrets du conseil Britannique, et 
quails n^ont point contrevenu a nos decrets de Berlin et 
de Milan, 

En noire palais de Trianon, le 5 aoUt, 1810. 

(Signe) Napoleon 

JULY 

Madame Recamier has closed her salon for the present. 
Most of the adherents of the Bonapartists are in the 
deepest mourning. Surely it is the least they can do, 
considering the Emperor picked most of them out of 
the mud and made them rich and noble. Joseph Bona- 
parte seems to have saved an immense fortune; he is 
living in luxury in America. Some of those wretched 
Murats are also there. 

JULY 

As Frances has been presented at Court, mamma now 
takes her to balls, &c. It is very trying for her. I am 
glad to say Frances is far prettier than I thought she 
would be, and I am very proud to have such a pretty 
sister. I do hope she will make a good marriage and 
not have to go back to America. We have to go to 
some waters for mammals rheumatism. I think Aix-en- 
Savoi will be the place decided on. The baths are good 
but primitive. It is near Geneva. Also we have 
relations in the neighbourhood. 

AUGUST 1: AIX-EN-SAVOI 

We are comfortably installed here in a little villa they 
supply us with. Both mamma and myself are taking a cure 

1 Art 
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for rheumatism. Father only remained a few days to 
see us settled and then went to Geneva; it is so close. 
He is staying with the Navilles. This is a beautiful 
country but very hot. The Lac du Bourget is about a 
mile from here. I have hired a boat and take Frances 
out fishing with me. It is such a rest after Paris. We 
have some friends from Geneva; the de Sellons from 
Allaman are also here. The Monastery of Hautecombe 
is on the other side of the lake. It is the burial-place 
of the Dukes of Savoy and their families; and they 
also used to live in a part of the monastery. There is a 
long terrace on it about ten to twenty feet above the 
lake. The story is that the ladies of the House of Savoy 
used to fish from this terrace^ that there were men in 
boats below who placed live fish on their hooks and 
then gave a little jerk — much to the delight of the ladies, 
who thought they were fine fisherwomen. My arm is 
much better; I can raise it quite high already. Very 
much troubled by flies, which sting. The grapes are 
ripe, and we pay fifty centimes to go into a vineyard 
and eat as many as we like. 

OCTOBER 

Aix did mamma good, and now we are installed for the 
winter. Father fears there will be poor results re Indem- 
nity from France. He says the Ministry play with him 
and are continually changing their tactics. He really 
thinks he ought to return to America and enter into 
more active life. He likes his life here; it all suits him, 
but he feels he is wasting time. He is continually being 
urged to enter public life again in America; he will 
not, I think. The whole system of political life in 
America has undergone a change, and he feels it will be 
most distasteful to him. 

NOVEMBER 10 

Poor Albertine de Broglie is in great trouble as she has 
lost her baby — ^fortunately, the youngest one. I have 
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:o relieve mamma, taking Frances to balls, &c. Madame 
3. returns to-day. 


•NOVEMBER 

Ball at the Palais Royale. Frances looked lovely and 
vas very much admired; she danced every dance. I 
ove to see her enjoying herself. Of course, Madame 
le Boigne had to say something disagreeable to mamma, 
jooking at Frances, who was dancing with La Roche- 
oucauld, she said, see you have brought your daughter 
ip a VAnglaise” ^^No, a V Americaine/^ said mamma, 
vith a strong stare at the opposite wall. Bravo, mamma I 
told father when we arrived home; he laughed, which 
3 rare for him. Frances says she will not marry any 
oan who does not propose to her personally and not to 
ter parents. She says she is not an object of barter, 
consider her a most advanced young woman. A serious 
ow with Madame S. May it be the end, but I doubt it. 


FOYEMBER 

father has been much vexed by some letters from Mr. 
idams, who is now Secretary of State. It is all on 
ccount of the seizure of a French ship called the Apollon 
1 the St. Mary^s River on the Spanish side, for evading 
he^ navigation laws. Father thinks it is a high-handed 
c(^n and unjustifiable. He has taken his own line 
nth the French Government in entire opposition to 
It. Adams. What amazed Mr. Adams was that father 
TOte to him that he considered his argument of the 
as wdl as his own, not worth a straw. At times 
e is an extraordinary contradiction. Un- 

^b^y father has far superior talent to Mr. Adams, 
Wk latter as a cat does a mouse, 

al^oi^h he never admits it, I am certain feels 
gross injustice and prejudice that shuts 

aot Iwttt m America. Although he tries to disguise 
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itj he has a strong belief in the superiority of European 
intellect. He looks upon the American-born politicians 
as a lot of rough colts who want breaking in. Not one 
of them has had the early training that he has — brought 
up, as he was, among the flower of intellectual men. The 
Americans have great intellect and brains but they are 
untrained. What can be expected of them? 

DECEMBER 25 

Christmas again. We are having a large party for 
Frances. Already three fathers have appeared in orthodox 
costume to formally demand her hand for their respective 
sons. She will have none of them. The Duchesse de 
Broglie has pressed one suit, but Frances is obstinate. 
I tell her she must not be too particular. 

DECEMBER 26 

Everything went off very well. Now that Frances has 
grown up we have put aside fooling, but really it is not 
half as amusing. Our cousins the Gallatins are giving 
a Twelfth-Night party for Frances. 

DECEMBER 31 

I have been counting up my money for nay etrennes 
to-morrow. I will have exactly 150 left after all the 
servants are tipped. It is a bad custom. Mamma 
always has a nest-egg, so I will have to draw on her. 
Good-bye, Old Year. Off to an old-fashioned rheillon. 
Dear old diary 1 Much as I have confidence in your 
discretion, I will not record where I am going or who my 
companions are to be. 

JANUARY 1, 1822 

We are quite worn out with all the duties we have had to 
perform. The long time we are kept standing at Court 
is most trying. The King paid marked attention to 
father yesterday, so did Monsieur. The Duchesse d’An- 
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gouleme, who on many occasions has noticed Frances, 
asked if it was true that she was fiancee. 

To-night a ball at the Palais Royale. 

Monsieur de Richelieu looks very ill. He is still pur- 
sued by the Queen of Sweden, it is really too absurd; 
she makes him as well as herself the laughing-stock of 
Paris. We are bidden to a reception at Madame RS- 
camier's for the 10th, Madame Bonaparte arrives in a 
few days. 

JANUARY 11 

A delightful evening at Madame Rgcamier’s. The 
funniest sight was the Queen of Sweden; she was dressed 
in a most extraordinary manner — I never saw a person so 
absolutely out of place; she looks more fit to be behind 
the counter of a tallow-chandler’s than in a salon. We 
have had some very nice Americans here lately. A Mr. 
Ogle-Taylor and Mr. Livingstone, both men of education 
and polished manners; the latter was very anxious for 
me to go to Italy with him, but I could not be spared. 

JANUARY 12 

Madame Bonaparte dined with us yesterday, she is 
really more brilliant than ever, a little embittered perhaps, 
particularly against the Catons, they are her htte noire 
for the moment. Her sister-in-law, Mrs, Robert Patterson, 
nee Caton, came in for her full share. It seems that the 
Duke of Wellington writes to her every week, and there 
is much scandal about their relationship. 

Father has told Madame Bonaparte there will always be 
a comeri for her at our table. We were all rather 
astonished at this, for he does not often show such marked 
hospitality, particularly to Americans. He feels very 
sorry for her, and thinks she has been badly treated; 
that she is a woman of brilliant intellect, but that her 
trouble have quite ruined what might have been a most 
ddightful personage, as well as a power. 
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JANUARY 13 

Pine skating in the Bois de Boulogne to-day. I took 
Frances; she got on wonderfully well as she had learned 
to skate in America when she was a child. She looked 
very lovely, mamma dresses her so well. With the exer- 
cise of skating she had the most brilliant colour in her 
cheeks. One horrible old woman went up to her and 
rubbed her cheeks with her pocket-handkerchief, saying, 
“Tiens, ce n’est pas du rouge.” I think some of the 
French ladies were shocked that mamma was not with us. 
Princesse Galitzin had kindly offered to chaperone Frances. 
It is really too absurd that now she is grown up she is 
not allowed to drive alone with me; it is not that either 
mamma or father object, but it would be considered 
quite wrong, the argument being that everybody did 
not know that I was her brother. In fact, I cannot walk 
with her alone, without one of our footmen following. 

A very fine ball at the Carillion-Latours. I very much 
pitied poor mamma, she had to sit waiting for Frances 
until the early hours of the morning. 

JANUARY 14 

The King has been failing very fast; they say for the 
moment he is very much better. A ball at Court on the 
16th. In fact, I do not think there is a single night that we 
are not engaged till Lent. Madame Bonaparte takes 
great interest in Frances, and says with her beauty she 
ought to make a great marriage. I fear the latter has 
but little ambition. 

JANUARY 16 

Mr. Crawford is urging father to return to America, as he 
wants him to use his influence for the vote of the State 
of Pennsylvania for the Presidency. Father has not the 
slightest intention of doing so, and does not think Craw- 
ford has the slightest chance. The President wishes 
father to remain in Paris, and he willingly agrees to this. 
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In fact, I think he wants to hold himself aloof from 
politics in America. He often talks of building a fine 
house in New Geneva^ he already has a small brick one 
there. I cannot understand this new idea of his: to wish 
to bury himself in the wilds of Western Virginia; to take 
poor mamma there after the life she has led. in Paris. She 
detests the country; of course we never disagree with 
him or contradict anything he says. I think it may be 
sentiment. He pictures New Geneva as a new Eldorado. 
Of course Frances will marry. So will I. He cannot ex- 
pect me to live in idleness in the backwoods of America. 
Practically he and mamma are to be quite alone. Albert 
may stop with them, but I doubt it. I had an odd letter 
from him yesterday. He evidently is in some entangle- 
ment with a farmer’s daughter; he begs me not to mention 
it to anybody. It is so strange that he always liked low 
company. It is a great pity, I think, that father did not 
send him to Geneva to be educated. The people he 
mixes with are of the lowest class, totally without educa- 
tion or manners. I cannot understand where he inherits 
his low tastes from, certainly not from father’s family; 
nor have I ever heard of a Nicholson who was not a gentle- 
man. Albert has a brain, in fact in his way is very clever. 
I fear now it’s too late to make any change in him. 

JANUARY 16 

I took Madame de R. into supper last night at the Russian 
Embassy. She is very witty and does not hesitate to 
express her opinion in the most clear terms a maumise 
langue, I am rather afraid of her. During our con- 
versation I asked her if she knew the reason why Madame 
X. had such success: the very best people fighting for 
invitations to her entertainments, although she had 
nether beauty nor wit, was really dull and vulgar. 

There you are wrong,” she answered. ^^She has much 
more than wit or beauty, tact. When I dine or sup with 
her, she puts my reigning amani on my right and the one 

lOA 
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I hope to succeed him on my left. What does a woman 
want more? Now do you wonder at her success 

FRIDAY 

Mrs. Robert Patterson dined with us on Thursday ; she is 
really beautiful and has a wonderful charm of manner. 
Her one topic of conversation is the Duke of Wellington. 
They say he allows her 100,000 francs a year; at least 
so says Madame Bonaparte. Her jewels are very fine. 
Madame B. says they are mostly imitation, but I think 
it is a case of sour grapes. 

JANUARY 18 

Father has refused the office of President of the Bank of 
the United States, which was kindly offered to him. 
He has the fixed idea in his head to lead an absolutely 
retired life when he returns to America. I can hardly 
credit it and think it is but a passing fancy. Monsieur 
de Lafayette, Pozzo di Borgo, all beg him to remain in 
Paris. 


JANUARY SO 

I took Frances to a ball at the Gay de Lussacs’ last night, 
mamma was not well. She had written to the Comtesse 
de Gallatin if she would chaperone Frances. On our 
arrival I could not find any of the Gallatin family, and 
really did not know what to do — at 12 o^clock the 
Countess appeared. It seems that they had a bad 
accident, one of the horses having fallen, dragging the 
other one with it and overturning the coach; one of her 
daughters was badly cut on the neck and face. She made 
all haste, after her daughter had been attended to, to come 
to the ball, on account of Frances — ^it was most kind of her. 
I would not allow her to stop late as I know she must be 
anxious to get home, so we retired at 1 o’clock. 

mrr 
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JANUARY 21 

Skating all day; it is an exercise I love. Had a bad fall 
with TTatinka, Galitzin, and am sorry to say that the blade 
of my skate tore her coat and cut her arm. After her 
mother had bound it up, she insisted on returning to the 
ice and skated until dark. If the frost holds we are 
going to have a grand fUe de nuit on the ice in a couple of 
days; the Due and Duchesse d’OrMans have promised 
to be present; a qvMe will be made for charity. 

JANUARY 22 

Louise, of kitten fame, gave birth to a fine boy yesterday. 
I am the 'parrain and Frances the marraine. Mamma 
does not approve but father does. Of course we asked 
him first and mamma never goes against his will. 

JANUARY 24, 1822 

The frost held; in fact it is freezing still. The fMe de 
nuit was a grand success. It was beautifully arranged 
on the Petit Lac. Wreaths and wreaths of lanterns 
made it quite light enough to see everything and every- 
body. Sledges in every shape and form hung with 
lanterns. Some with most grotesque heads. The Due 
and Duchesse d’OrlSans and the Due de Chartres arrived 
at 9 o’clock. They were conducted to a raised plat- 
form on which was a species of divan covered with fine 
fur rugs. All fashionable Paris was there as it was a 
novelty. I was on the committee of arrangement. We 
had hired some Swedish skaters to give a performance in 
costume, which they did at 10.30. We had a retraite au 
lanferne, over six hundred joined in it; everybody had a 
stick with a Chinese lantern on it. Some of the men had 
poles of wood about two feet from each shoulder with 
lanterns on each end. There were fifty men two by two 
o dmg bentwood frames with lanthorns, two fine mili- 
ry^nds played, and, for the retraite, we had the Corps 
Qe (.hasse from Compiegne and Fontainebleau. The 
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royalties retired at 11.30. A most successful f6te. 
The proceeds collected amounted to about 7000 francs. 
I forgot to mention we had coloured fires burning at 
intervals; red, green and yellow. All the way from the 
Petit Lac, at an interval of four feet apart, were stationed 
soldiers holding blazing torches to light the way, this 
extended as far as the Champs Elys6es. 

JANUARY 25 

I was so tired this morning, and stiff from skating. Father 
had some writing for me to do. I took it over to a table 
in a window in his room. I made a brave start but I 
suppose I was overcome with fatigue and the warmth 
of the room combined. I was awakened by the sound of 
the gong for dejeuner, I found a cushion had been 
placed under my head. Father stood by me smiling, 
and said, hope you had a good sleep, my petit vaurien.^* 
I made every excuse, but he only laughingly said, Come 
to breakfast, and finish your writing this afternoon."' 

JANUARY 27 

Mamma called me into her boudoir this morning; she 
said she wished to have a serious conversation with me. 
She began by asking why I had not written to my aunt, 
Mrs. Montgomery, in America; that I had neglected her 
terribly, &c. &c. Now as I had never written to this 
respected lady in my life, I was at a loss for an answer. 
By degrees it all came out. It seems that Mrs. Montgom- 
ery is rich, has no heir; mamma thought I might stand 
a chance. I at once consented to do so. I wrote a letter 
in a burlesque style. Knowing Mrs. M. to be a violent 
republican, I abused and ridiculed everything that had 
to do with a republic; that I hoped Americans would 
come to their senses and have a king; that I hoped 
that I never would be obliged to return to the land of 
the free. I showed the letter to mamma. After reading 
it she stamped her foot, a bad sign, and threw the letter 
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I had taken so much pains with into the fire. I don’t 
think she will ever ask me to write another. I hate 
humbug and don’t want anybody’s money. 

JANUARY 29 

Madame Patterson Bonaparte dined with us yesterday, as 
well as her sister, Mrs. Robert Patterson, Mathieu de la 
Rochefoucauld, the Alfieris and several others. Madame 
B. was as usual brilliant, and kept the whole table alive 
with her witticisms. Pozzo di Borgo, who was also one of 
the guests, said, “Really, Madame Bonaparte, you should 
have been a man: you would have been a diplomatist.” 

FEBRUARY 1 

Very serious trouble I fear is brewing for me with Madame 
S. If this diary falls into the hands of any young man 
beginning his career, may I warn him never to have an 
intrigue with a married woman. 

Off to Fontainebleau to hunt to-morrow. 

FEBRUARY 3 

We had a poor day, as it had frozen hard in the night. 
I stuck one pig, quite a youngster, who squealed like a 
baby. A very large party. The usual “cur6e.” Nothing 
very much to record. I had to leave early, this morning, 
as I knew there would be business for me to attend to for 
father. 

FEBRUARY 5 

The King is now entirely in the power of Madame du 
Cayla;* he does nothing without asking her advice. There 
has been a great deal of intriguing about the post of 
Archbishop of Paris. Monsieur du Quellon, I believe, 
will be appointed, he is very young for such a post. 

*Zoe Talon, Comtesse du Cayla, bom 1784, died 1850, daughter of 
a aecr^ agent employed before the Restoration. Mistress of Louis 
XVlLl, whom dominated. 
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FEBRUARY 7 

Mr. Astor has been pressing father to accept the Presi- 
dency of the United States Bank, but he will not hear of it. 
He had rather a disagreeable experience to-day. Some 
most extraordinary Americans called. The rule is for 
them simply to write their names and addresses, but they 
insisted upon seeing father. He received them with 
great civility, but the moment they commenced to speak 
I gauged what sort of people they were. They did not 
request father to present them at Court, but absolutely 
demanded it as a right. Now he has made it a rule not 
to present anybody unless they hold some distinguished 
position in their own country. These people were abso- 
lutely impossible. Father quietly but firmly said, 
regret not being able to present you.'^ They demanded 
the reason why in the most insolent manner. Father 
rang the bell, and when the footman appeared simply 
said, ^'Show these gentlemen to the door."' They 
commenced to use the most disgraceful language. I 
with the help of Mr. Sheldon insisted upon their leaving. 
Father with a bow left the room by another door. It is 
really dreadful he should be subjected to such indignity. 
He has now given an order that in future nobody is to be 
ushered into his presence without first being interviewed 
by Mr. Sheldon or myself. 

FEBRUARY la 

There seem to be internal troubles all over France. Mon- 
sieur is suspected of starting the agitation. They say 
the Due d’Orl6ans is also stirring up discontent, 

I do not even intend looking at the Carnival this year, 
much less taking part in it. I suppose I have sown about 
one-half or, say, three-quarters of my wild oats. I am 
glad that father and I are on the best of terms, and I am 
quite convinced we always will be. Madame Bonaparte 
dines here continually; she is certainly a most delightful 
and entertaining person. I rarely hear her say an ill- 
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I her husband; she certainly has reason in that quart< 
fter the treatment she has received at his hands, 

EBKUARY 13 

leather had a private audience of the King to-day. 
ccompanied him as I always do. To our amazemei 
^hen we were ushered into the presence, Madame c 
^ayla was present and did not retire; she seems to ho 
hsolute sway over him. He actually appealed to h 
or her opinion on matters political which she certain 
lad no knowledge of. 

driving home father expressed his disgust, and sa 
t was high time he abdicated if he was governed by 
voman. It has always been the same thing with t] 
lourbons; in their old age some intriguing woman h; 
governed them. 

Very cold: if the frost holds we will have skating t 
norrow. 

reBRUARY 15 

[ have been skating the last two days on the Petit Lac. . 
FEBRUARY 17 

Katinka Galitzin was married to-day to Caumont 
Force. The contract for the marriage was signed la 
night. A great crush, splendid corbeille de mariag 
rhe family jewels, which are those of the Due de la Fore 
magnificent. There were two ceremonies, a Russii 
one in the Chapel of the Embassy, and the Catholic o] 
at St. Pierre de Challiot. I was present at both. I w 
miss her very much as we were really such good friend 
I will always have a soft spot in my heart for her. 
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Lisgraceiui. lie moves under tne absolute sway of L»ad 
^onyngliam. I was weak enough last night to allow myse' 
o be dragged off to a supper. I am glad to say I wa 
>ored and returned home early. I t hink father was rathe 
hocked when he was told that Pozzo di Borgo was on th 
Committee of Crockfords,” but Russians are aU bor 
[amblers. It seems that immense fortunes change hand 
lightly at this establishment, which is in St. James' 
Jtreet, opposite Mr. White’s. The man who started i 
las already realized a large fortune. Some of the heav 
gamblers wear large straw hats, pull^ well over thei 
jyes: this is to conceal their features so that no one can sc 
heir expr^ion when they are winning or losing. Than 
jrod, I have not the slightest temptation to gamble- 
ibout my one and only virtue. Here in Paris play is nc 
30 very high, and is not indulged in by the higher class< 
:o any very great extent. Lent is here, which meai 
juiet and plenty of leisure. I am now studying bankin 
>ystenis, both English, American and French. The Alei 
mder Barings come to us to-morrow for a week. The 
ire both so charming. It is a great pleasure for mamn 
to have Mrs. Baring as she is an American and so sympi 
thetic. He and father are always engaged in finance 
questions in which they are both absorl^. 

MAY 18 * 

Ihe Due de Richddeu has been looking very ill, 1 
died suddenly y^torday. He had come from Versaiil 
fco Paris the day l^fore. His sister was with hii 
Several doctors were called in, but without avail. P 
died gently in his deep. Father is much distr^sed s 
he h^ the high^ opinion of him, of his wond^ 
honesty, and of his devotion to France. 


'he Queen of Sweden is making herself quite ndiculou 
'he Due only spoke to her twice in his life. She h 
ven been to the King with her lamentations. 

[AY 30 

'he Due d’AngoulSme is the only member of the Roy 
'amily who seems to show any regret. It is disgustin 
s he gave his life to his country. 

have had my own troubles lately — result, a boy whi( 
ither in his large-minded manner has provided fc 
ladame S. is to live in Switzerland, her husband hj 
epudiated her. Was there ever such a father as mine 
le has never mentioned the matter to me but, after 1 
.ad arranged everything, last night on retiring to n 
oom, I found a letter on my table. It was couched 
he kindest terms. He informed me he had settle 
verything, and that the subject would never be me; 
ioned by him, that mamma was in total ignorance of i 
Tod bless him ! 

[he question of the navigation with the United Stat^ 
las been discussed in the Chamber, Father is not qur 
atisfied. Monsieur de Chateaubriand seems to igno: 
verything. He has not even answered our notes latel; 
t is really very exasperating. Nearly six years waste 

TJNE 2 

Ne have organized a new form of amusement ; at least tl 
lay de Lussacs promulgated the idea. We drive out ^ 
>t. Germain leaving Paris about 5 o^clock. A picnic di: 
ler at the Pavilion Henri Quatre, then dancing, singin 
See., until 10.30, then a drive home by moonlight. Sever 
>f Frances’ friends. Mamma took two very nice America 
^Is, ^Sss^ Thorne, the Gallatins, and their daughter 
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iel now as free as the air, since 1 have got rid of Madam 
. : it may be ingratitude, but I always feel so ashame 
f myself. I believe most of the French mamma 
jfused at first to join the St. Germain parties, but 
elieve before long we will have many more joinin 
s. My miniature is very good and I have given i 
3 mamma. 

mSTE 3 

ust after dejeuner to-day we heard a great noise in tb 
ervants’ quarters. As it continued mamma rang an 
donsieur Caron the mattre d’ hotel appeared, crimson i 
ace. He begged that I would be allowed to come dow 
nd see what had happened: the spectacle that met m 
yes when I reached the kitchen is indescribable. Po( 
damie Kitty, the nigger cook, had made some waffl< 
or dejeuner; one of the footmen, out of sheer mischie 
lad taken the remainder of the paste, and with the aid < 
wo of the kitchen wenches, who had held Mamie, the 
lad smeared her head and face with the white homin 
laste and had sprinkled flour over it, turning her into 
vhite woman. She lost her temper and when she was fri 
nade a dash for him and literally had torn his cloth( 
iff. There he was, clothed as he came into the worl 
itanding behind a large table, while Mamie was tryii 
;o belabour him with a rolling-pin. The moment I spol 
;o her she dropped the pin and went on her knees ai 
oegan saying, “Oh Jesus forgive a poor nigger.” If 
lad not been so pathetic I would have laughed, 
seemed to sober all the servants who were assemble 
[ told her to get up, and taking her by the hand took h 
straight upstairs to mamma. The poor old dear w 


1 the rest of the day. Father will interview all tho! 
ho took part to-morrow and will see that the delinquen 
:e punished. I felt so sorry for her as she kept repeatin, 
I am only a poor old nigger and God made me blad 
am a miserable old sinner/^ 

JNE 4 

Inch to our surprise Monsieur and Madame d^Osmor 
ave bidden us to dinner for the 10th. Mamma is quii 
urried, as she says she has worn all her frocks out ar 
le has no time to have one arranged. Father gave h( 
ve hundred francs and said, " Get yourself and Frances tl 
nest ‘war paint ^ that that can purchase.^^ The your 
x>tman was very contrite and begged not to be dismisses 
‘ather told him he must apologize to Mamie Kitty ar 
eg her pardon before all the servants, and that he wou] 
e present — ^the footman, George by name, did so, and tl 
oor old woman threw her arms around his neck ar 
ave him two ringing kisses: I think he was sufficient] 
unished. 

ONE 5 

Lt the opera last night I spied a charming and mysteriou 
>oking lady in a frilled beignoir. Every time I looke 
t her she put up her fan, but I saw her peeping betwee 
he sticks. I waited at the finish close to the exit of h 
7ge; she made the slightest sign to me, the very slightes 
or me to follow her. In the crowd I saw her put her har 
behind her back, I edged near to her and saw there Wi 
. piece of paper in it; watched my opportunity, ar 
overing her hand took it. As soon as I got the chan( 
opened the little three-cornered note, only a fe 
in^ ‘^28 rue Boissy d/Anglas — minuit demainJ* I a 


. had a batch oi letters to copy this morning which kej 
ne very busy. Mr. Crawford is still writing to fath( 
^egging him to come home, on account of the election! 
:he latter says if he does so he will be again drawn ini 
political life, which is undesirable. I am thinking ( 
:o-night and wondering. I met some of my intiim 
;his afternoon, but thought it wiser not to mention m 
idventure to them. I am dining at the Cafe Angla 
vith Guy de Montesquieu and the lady he protects. Wi 
ook in at the opera to while away the time till mic 
light. 

rUNE 6 

[ am disgusted with myself. On the tiptoe of expectatio 
[ arrived at No. 28 . All was darkness. I waited for 
:ew moments, when the small door of the porte-coc}ie\ 
ipened and a hand beckoned me in. The moment tl 
ioor closed there was a brilliant light, two footmen i 
the hall, and I saw several other cloaks and hats: tl 
mystery was soon solved, tout honnement — a gamblir 
liouse. I was ushered into a superb salon, the rattl 
if dice assailed my ear and my charmer stepped forwar 
to greet me. I might have known, as the police are s 
down on maisom de jeu at present. Not a soul I ha 
ever seen before: that struck me as quite extraordinary 
I must be getting old ! No more aventures galanti 
seem to come in my way. I did not play and soon retiree 
evidently much to the disgust of my hostess. 

JUNE 10 

We have been very quiet for the last few days. To-da 
is the dinner at the Osmonds^ Albertine de Brogli 
came to dejeuner to-day to eat American food. I do nc 
fViinlr ckp TA^illv pflTftd for it. but was too oolite to sav s< 


must acknowledge the dinner at the Osmonds was super 
STe were forty and the fine fleur of society. Madan 
e Boigne in her own house is an excellent hostess, 
scorted a very pretty woman to dinner — a Comtes 
'habot: she had passed much of her life in England ai 
)nged to go back there to live, which is rare for 
'renchwoman. Lady Westmoreland, a handsome Lac 
'ane, the English Ambassador, a son of the Countess 
utherland, whom I met at Coppet, I think it was in 181 
Iter dinner, which lasted three mortal hours, we retin 
) the ball-room. There was a raised estrade^ ai 
lalibran sang. I went rather late to the Spanii 
Imbassy. Father was too tired to go. A great crowd* 
le Nuncio^' as usual. 

[JNE 14 

?e had one of our jaunts to St. Cloud yesterday, a mu( 
irger company and most enjoyable. 

DNE 15 

ery hot, I sat at Tortoni^s until supper-time eating ic 
reams, which I really think made me hotter. 

ONE m 

. catastrophe this morning: poor mamma sprained h 
nkle and will not be able to move for at least a mont 
[er feet are very small, and as she is short she wears vei 
igh heels not being quite as light as she was her ankl 
^sily turn. Countess de Gallatin called to-day. SI 
t getting up some little plays and wants to enlist Franc 
nd myself in her company. Father gave his permissic 
>r Pranc^es. I have never acted, but am going to s< 
rtot I can do. I am cast for a little play called 


Jur nrst rehearsal to-day. 1 tear we all laughed so muc 
:hat little progress was made. I have to kiss two of th 
jirls — my daughters. This we did not rehearse. 

rUNE 24 

Second rehearsal to-day. It went much better as no^ 
ve have some idea of our roles. There is no doul 
'ather intends going home soon. I will be glad in on 
vay, but very sorry to leave my beloved Paris. Puysegn 
ind Montesquieu misbehaved so much to-day at rehearss 
;hat Madame de Gallatin threatened to get substitute 
nr them — they both are very funny. 

nONE 25 

reception at the Palais Royal to-night and a Cour 
)all on the 29th. How sick I am of these entertainments 
We have a dinner-party to-morrow. Mamma has ; 
vheeled chair, so can be present. The invitations wer 
aunched before her accident. 

VTormornsen had six more kittens to-day, father un 
cnown. Glorious weather, I drove father for the firs 
:ime in my curricle to-day. He enjoyed it very much 
de and I dine at the English Embassy on Wednesday 
Mamma has begged to be excused. 

rCJNE 26 

rhe reception at the Palais Royal was far more amusini 
:han I thought it would be: a great many Englisl 
riends that the Orleans family had made in England. I 
mded in a dance. 

TJNE 28 

3ur dinner was a great success. It was for the Osmonds 


very grand ball at the luilleries. 1 enjoyed it althouj 
was very fatigued, having rehearsed for four mort 
ours. 

[JLY 2 

very long and stately dinner at the English Ei 
assy. Mr. and Mrs. Baring were of the guests. Ne 
olitan singers in the garden, sang during dinner. Som 
mes I feel I never want to dine out again. Why c 
eople want to meet together to eat ? 

DLY 4 

ather received as usual all the Americans in Paris to-da 
11 sorts and all kinds — a motley crew. Buffet in tl 
arden. I will go to bed early. 

(JLY 6 

)ur last rehearsal to-night — some people are coming so ; 
0 give us confidence. Very warm — Frances very excite 
lamma is a little nervous about her acting when si 
annot be present. Father has promised to take h 
ot oiJy to-night but to-morrow as well. I am afra 
e will be bored. 

ULY 8 

dl went off capitally. In the first play Frances look( 
ively and really acted so well. I saw father laughin 
was indeed a warrior bold. My six young ladies we 
ne more charming than the other, unfortunately I w; 
aade up as an old man — ^that seemed to put the 
uite at their ease. Puys6gur drank too mu( 
hampagne and forgot every word of his rdle, but I dor 
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VIost people are leaving Paris now. Mammals so muc 
)etter that she drives out to St. Cloud and St. German 
lardly any entertaining. The Court is at St. Clone 
rhe Duchesse d'Angouleme loves it, but nothing will indue 
ler to go to Versailles. I am not surprised — the memorie 
vould be terrible for her. The King is worse. Madam 
lu Cayla absolutely rules him with a rod of iron. Albei 
las had measles, but is well again. My aunt Few wen 
ind fetched him to her home in Baltimore and nursed hin 
^amma is still a little anxious about him. It takes s 
ong to get an answer to a letter. 


rULY 14 

’ntolerably hot. I have been to the baths in the Sein 
ill day trying to keep cool. Our garden is nice wit 
iome shady trees. 

rULY 16 

lave been trying to read in the garden, but the con 
)ination of flies and the heat was too much for me, s 
larkened my room and went to sleep. After suppe 
namma allowed me to take Frances for a drive — we ha 
io return post-haste as there was every indication of 
iolent thunderstorm. We only just got in in time 
t is an extraordinary thing but the only fear I have eve 
een father show is that of lightning. He was waitin 
mxiously on the perron for our return. He had had som 
eather beds brought into the centre drawing-roon 
ill windows were closed and the shutters shut. He in 
isted on mamma going in and there we sat for thre 
aortal hours, stifling. It certainly was one of the wors 


[amma and Frances leave to-day for Fontaineblea 
ten they go to the de Lussacs^ (she was an American a: 
1 old friend of mamma's), afterwards to pay some vis; 
1 the Loire. I stop with father. My arm has be 
jry painful lately. I must have it examined again. 

JLY 20 

ur old nigger, Mamie, is quite well again, the chef 
)mg for a holiday and she is going to cook for us — 
e will be quite alone she will not have too much wo 
> do. 

JLY 23 

:ill this horrible heat; I can do nothing. I feel like 
rung out dish-cloth. ... 

JLY 25 

little cooler. Have been putting all father's proo 
his pamphlet in order and correcting them for hii 
do not know how he manages it. He is always cool ar 
Jm and serene. His is indeed a blessed nature. 

JLY 23 

0 our astonishment Monsieur de Lafayette appears 
st evening, full of mystery. He asked for hospitalit; 
hich father was only too pleased to extend to hir 
is baggage consisted of a large roll of green canvas tie 
ith a thick cord. He is very funny. 

JLY SO 

reat heat again. Monsieur Lafayette still here. B 
ily goes out at night. He is plotting something. Not 
nl in Paris, and those who are here do not show then 
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Some annoying news from America: I sincerely hop 
‘ather is not going to be dragged into politics agaii 
Be is not so strong as be was, but bis brain seems to b 
3ven more active. 

AUGUST 6 

>fotbing to record. Absolute monotony. Everythin 
it a standstill. I am getting so fat. Mamie Kitt 
‘eeds us on all sorts of fattening things. 

lUGUST 8 

Monsieur de Lafayette left hurriedly to-day. Abou 
L0.30 this evening two mysterious noisy men sent in a not 
;o father. He received them alone: what transpire( 
[ do not know, but he seemed greatly annoyed. . . . 

lUGUST 9 

Father sent this morning his confidential servant to Mi 
Parker^s to try and get Monsieur de Lafayette^s address 
Be evidently wishes to warn him of some impendin] 
ianger. 

AUGUST 11 

[ could have had an aventure galante, but it is too hot. 
\.UGUST 13 

[ had a bad attack of indigestion, am dieting on peaches— 
;hey are so plentiful now after the abnormal hot weather 

^.UGUST 17 

Borrible nettlerash. I cannot get any sleep, sent for th< 
Dhysician; he says it was caused by the peaches. He hai 
put me on milk and barley-water. 
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Ordered some new surtouis for the autumn, tour pai 
antaloons and three silk vests— one striped the othe 
ith flowers. 

UGUST 

nother shock. Lord Castlereagh that was, now Lo: 
ondonderry, committed suicide on the 12th at Nor 
Iray. He seemed perfectly well: dressing for breakfas 
e cut an artery in his arm; there was no reason f 
ach an act, political or otherwise. They say there 
ereditary madness in the family. Father had the grea 
3 t respect for him. He had always been just in all t 
ealings, so large-minded, and his word was to be depends 
I>on. 

S'e remain in Paris all the summer, mamma and Franc 
re paying visits in the country. . . . 

EFTEMBER 15: CHATEAU DU ROSEY ROLE 
‘ather insists upon my coming here. He put it on tl 
lea that he wanted me to attend to some business 
reneva for him, but I know he thought I was dull aloi 
rith him. I did not like leaving him, but as he has Mo 
ieur de Lafayette and several other friends I consente 
t is lovely here and I am very glad to be with my cousin 
liey make me feel more like a dwarf than ever, they a 
0 colossal. They have planned a trip to Chamoun 
IT me. Adrian Naville is to be of the party — we a: 
oing in a few days. 

EPTEMBER 17 

?e went yesterday to Allaman and slept at the chdteai 
iy cx>uans the de Sellons were so glad to see us; the 
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lave a son*^ with an enormous head, and one daught( 
vho is very handsome. Another sister of Monsieur d 
lellon’s is the Duchesse de Clermont-Tonnerre, whoi 
ve see so much of in Paris. 

SEPTEMBER 19: CHAMOUNIX 

We started early yesterday morning, a glorious da;; 
VEules met us and we reached here by the Tete Noii 
Pass. A most beautiful road. Only one guide. - 
/ery famous one who has made the ascent of Mont Blar 
ileven times. His name is Jacques Balmat. To-da 
ve have been to the Mer de Glace, a rather fine but dirt 
glacier. We remain here till Friday. 

SEPTEMBER 20 

We have made several more ascents of moderate moui 
:ains. My cousins are far more keen on finding som 
jhamoix to shoot. We saw several; they are very difficu 
;o approach and I only secured two. I am going to hav 
)ne of the heads stuffed as a trophy. The inn is ver 
nodest, good beds, and the food very eatable but simple 
n fact, we are always ravenous, the air gives such splendi 
ippetite. Very few tourists. Some English, who seei 
;o be doing the ascents more as a task than a pleasure 
V French honeymoon couple who are most amusing 
rhey seem to imagine they are quite alone here. 

SEPTEMBER 22: GENEVA 

; left Chamounix with great regret. The Navilles ir 
listed on our paying them a visit of a few days. I hav 
)een to see my cousins the Diodatis. Lord Byron occu 
)ied the villa for several years and wrote several of h] 
)oems there. They tell many funny stories and some ver; 


le posted here to-day from Geneva and are stopp] 
le night. Such a truly hearty welcome from the 
roglies and Auguste de Stael. The Duchesse de Luyi 
id Monsieur Rocca* are here. It seems so strange to 
this house and no Madame de Stael. Every time 
)or opens I expect to see her enter. We leave i 
orrow for Du Rosey. 

UPTEMBER £6 

large shooting party arranged in the Jura to-morro 
lackcock is the principal game. We start at dayligl 
tuch is about 3 o^clock. 

TTEMBER 28 

delightful day and really quite a large bag. Twent 
jht blackcock, sixteen miscellaneous birds, four foxe 
v’enteen hares, two rats. A picnic-luncheon and mo 
ampagne than was good for us; this was in my honou 

IPTEMBER 29 

leave to-morrow for Saconnex to pay a visit to tl 
id6s; my friend Jules writes to me to be discreet, thi 
is like a bird in a cage when at home. I will leave hei 
th regret, but I must be making my way back to Pari 
■eel it is my duty. 

PTEMBER 30 

onsieur Du Rosey and his sons accompanied me part c 
^ way and Eugene and Jules de Bud6 met me and drov 
^ he^. Jules confided in me that they were going to hav 
Mnrie m my honour, adding Mais les jeunes filles n 
decoUetSes” He is incorrigible. After a: 
^en supper and a most genuinely hearty welcom 


Ihe soiree alter all was very amusing. Notwithstandm 
the jeunes filles wore bright spencers they were so pei 
fectly natural and so thoroughly enjoyed themselvej 
They have far more liberty than French girls. I thin 
[ must take to myself a Swiss wife I 

3CTOBER 7: DIJON 

A.fter a really charming visit I left Saconnex, slept on 
light in Geneva. What delicious Burgundy is obtainahl 
tiere ! It is such a delicate wine that transport change 
the flavour. I have a very pleasant travelling coin 
panion who is on his way to the Embassy in Paris; h 
bias been at Berne and has risen a step — ^his name i 
Cornwallis. He has not borrowed any money from m 
IS yet, so I believe he is genuine. 

DCTOBER 14: PARIS 

After several halts, arrived last night. Father very well 
He was pleased to see me back. I found plenty of wor] 
to do, and have been hard at it all day. Matters politica 
n America are anything but satisfactory. Unles 
:here is some radical change, I hope we will not return 
Albert has written that the new house is in process o 
ouilding. As there is no architect to superintend it ! 
’ear it will be a strange building. Father has sent ou 
narble mantel-pieces, &c. I dare not say so, but rathe 
)ut of place in Western Virginia. I told how in Genevj 
ill his relations hoped he would return there and settL 
iown. When I told him this there was a wistful lool 
n his eyes. 

3CTOBER 16 

We can do so little now as the Government is entireb 


bsolutely no work to do, always the same hie her 
can hardly realize we have been here for six years. 
a.ve quite made up my mind not to remain with anoth 
[inister. I feel I ought to be and doing” ar 
take a career for myself. 

CTOBER 19 

have persuaded father to take a good rest, and he h; 
3nsented. Having remained in Paris all summer he 
>oking very white and tired. To my great pleasure ] 
roposed that we (he and I) should go to Bourg and S' 
le fine Palace of Jacques Coeur — this has been a pleasu 
►ng postponed. 

CTOBER ^0 

'7e are going in our own coach. I have to-day sei 
bout the relays of horses. Father takes his man Garde 
nd I take Lucien. It is a good four days’ journey. 

CTOBER 25 

b has indeed repaid us to come here. I never realiz< 
hat Renaissance architecture was, and what a wo 
erful man was Coeur — almost a magician. His orig 
i hardly known — but at one time the richest man 
'ranee, until Charles VII stripped him of his fortu 
> carry on his wars against the English, then by wj 
f gratitude threw him into a prison on a trumped-i 
barge of poisoning Agnes Sorel, the former’s mistres 
le was absolved of this charge. Went to the East ai 
lade another fortune. One of his daughters married 
^nthene, their daughter Agnes a Tudert, and Sari 
?udert a Gallatin, our direct ancestor. 


qr 


luch of interest. The auberge is very clean — good be< 
nd food. The place is absolutely a city of the dea 
go to bed at 10 o’clock. 

OCTOBER £7 

Ve have made a few excursions in the environs to-day- 
: is not a very pretty country. I have not seen a sing 
petty woman — how do the men exist? 

OCTOBER £8 

Ve are leaving for Paris to-morrow by an entirely differe: 
oute which he has mapped out. I have thorough 
n joyed this quiet time with him, he is always interestii 
nd I know that I can always learn something fro 
im which improves me. For the first time, he hi 
aentioned his first wife to me. She evidently was tl 
eal love of his life. They were only married a fe 
aonths when she died. Now I understand why 1 
dshes to return to Western Virginia: she died and wj 
luried there. I do not think he has ever mentione 
ler name to mamma. Her memory is a sort of sacre 
ult to him. It seems there was no doctor within read 
le dared not leave her, and she died in great sufferii 
a his arms. 

rOVEMBER 4 

Jack again and settled down to work. Mamma an 
^ranees returned this morning. They have been a 
he summer on the Loire paying visits. Frances lool 
0 well. Mamma’s temper is slightly uncertain — ^h( 
rst remark to me was: ^^How your hair has falle 
ut.” ^‘Let me look at your teeth; they’re goin 
00 .” I replied with a Chesterfieldian bow, “We a 


tat will put her in a good humour. It is wonderl 
hat a soothing effect the prospect of a new frock h 
pon the female mind. They will sell their very so 
>r a new bonnet. 

OVEMBER 6 

7e were much surprised this morning in receiving j 
Lvitation from the Duchesse de Berri for a soiree inth 
L her apartments in the Tuilleries on the 8th. T1 
the first invitation she has honoured us with sin 
le death of the Duke. 

OVEMBER 8 

i^e dined at the English Embassy yesterday — a ve 
^rge company. The Marquis and Marquise d^Osmond- 
ley have just returned from London where he has he 
le post of French Ambassador for a long time. The 
ere some rather odd stories about Madame d’Osmon 
ladame de Boigne, their daughter^ has taken a lar^ 
[6tel in the Rue Bonaparte. Her mother and fath 
re to live with her, not that she needs a chaperon 
he Duchesse de Courland was another of the guest 
le renewed her attentions to father; I suppose th 
le must now know that Pozzo di Borgo hoaxed he 
sat next such a pretty English girl; she was so brigj 
nd cheerful. I believe she is a niece or daughter 
ord Clanricarde. Another charming girl was a Mi 
Idwards, daughter of Lord Somebody, whose name 
id not catch. She took a great fancy to Frances ai 
died to be allowed to call to see her. Mamma told h 
le would be delighted to receive her. 
he gardens of the embassy are beautiful. Tl 
[otd* is in the Faubourg St. Honore, and the gardei 
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alter the Revolution. Why is it so many Eng 
have those rabbit teeth ? it quite spoils their 

NOVEMBER 9 

The soiree at the Duchesse de Berries was 
She had a band of Neapolitan singers and 
costume, a great novelty for Paris. The 
d'Angouleme was present and was more unbe 
I have ever seen her before. I do not thinl 
approved of the sans fagon style of the ent( 
Neither the Due nor Monsieur were present. Th 
de Berri has grown fat, but has improved in 
She is very loud, was dressed abominably ar 
her figure. Many lovers are assigned to her, I 
believe half I hear. The Due and Duchesse 
were both present, all was over at 1 o’clock, 
until midnight, when supper was served. Th 
so very dirty, it has not been cleaned for yea 
the Royal Family are all moviiig to St. Clou 
Tuilleries is to be entirely cleansed. I am 
not healthy. 

NOVEMBER 10 

I am seriously thinking of going in for the ] 
Service. Commencing as I have at such an 
I have already acquired some useful knowledg 
hopes that a regular Diplomatic Service will be 
in America the same as in other countries. I: 
I believe I would always be employed by the Gc 
Some relations sent mamma some live terr 
Baltimore. Frances and I took out two into ■ 
and tried to make them race — Frances’s won. 
to cheer them up after their long sea voyage. 
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lie is laakiiig me mine etmiH and { 
fashitin. I inusi f*ither eat It\Hs 
hone belt. Alfred is in despair; hr 
takes all tin* setd ent nf Ids <Teatiniis. L 
and has <*onfes.setl to me this time it is 
and th<" hiisliand has found everytlii] 
has diseoveretl an <dd nigger cook, i 
and has promptly engaged tier, Sinipl; 
^Maryland ehic’ken, buekwlieiit eakes 
1 cmt mueh of tliis fare, m» whalelmtH* 
in boumls ami tlie great Alfred will co 

NOVEMBER 

There are extraordinary stories, more c 
iininense huius tluit Minlame <!u Gayla 
the poor King. Simtlifme <le la Uoelief 
mnne say is still, her lover; he has ej 
lier disgratsdut intrigues against the ( 
Due de Iticdndieu had tin* greatest ■' 
and ilid not rlisguise it. The last seandal ( 
diitte, QniTii of Hwishuu is that when 
Hielielieu went into the eountry she folio 
at all the auhrrgi\H tliat In* did. What h 
is that Beriiitdofte iillowed lier to be 
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mnv fnllrii vic»!rittl 
\wr lH*liuviuur in 
h an nxlrnninly i 
kinnvn m tln^ liiiia 

NOVKM'HKR .10, Ih 

Thin I friir will III 
Fiirin; iiH far m I 
Virginia tliii tiiin 
<’hniigr it will \n\ 
tni\ at tltn iigr uf 
(lilTt*rnrii fnnn tlnr 

liiiri D%cnttntirnt, 
lull I fr 

iign uf twnnty«iivi% 

lUHiiMtumr*! In Vin 
rmitiin* <»f nnjijyiti 
right that I will 
gliul til Htitln tltn 
Niiltiriilly with hi 
aninr g<i«M! jaantiia 
In tiikr inn into hi 
HinniiH tit rliiig tn i 
nriihiihilitv wn w'l: 
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Trie<l on Unir puirn pantaloons and 
Alfred is pleased that I am thinner. 
FatluT s(a*inH inueli disi;usti‘d l^y in 
He luiH not told me what it is» hut I 
witli th(‘ Presidential Election. Mr. 
me a very frimidly letter, asking me 
with regard to father, and hinting t 
new Oahinet wouhl lie found for him 
returneil. I <lo not tlnnk this is cjuil 
both opposeil in poHticml opinions aiu 
parties. 1 cannot gaugc^ his reas( 
know in his lusirt of lieartM In^ has a 
of fathtT*H ability. I have not nun 
of tlie letter tti fatluT and will imm 
mitting mysi‘lf in any way. 1 fully 
that it is (|uite usc^less tt> remain lien 
wasteiL Any oiu‘ ean fill tlie post a:-- 
notliing to clo. Father is «it‘eply e 
some pamphli*t, ami ho^ alisorhed is ’ 
really believe h.e forgets lie is in Fran 


DECEMBER 0 

Our ptmr ohl nigger, !Vliimii% bad a 
lowH^r limlis are pariilvsed. The thir 
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PriiursH (tliis is Frances), a gnixi fairy 
a nuuglity l>oy (myself), a I’rim-e ami 
of all sizes. I have horrowetl all sorts 
&e., from the jiroperty man at the op 
in her element with the dresses. 

DECEMBER 8 

Fir.st rehear.sal ttwlny. Mamie Kitty h 
use of one leg the gtiilty footman 1 li 
with a large lameh i»f viftlets. 'I'he Fn* 
lu'artetl. He .said to me, " /.’.ree/Zemr, < 
n’vKt-n'-pnnf" 

Skating again, but I have not been out 
DECEMBER » 

Father had a long talk with me this n 
quite deeideil to return in the spring t( 
new house will he <'ompleteil and we vvi! 
1 will not remain there long. 

dk(;ember 10 

Have been skating all day. Bright sn 
cold. Katinka (’aumont la Fi>rer as e 
She .seenw very happy. 

DEl’EMBEH 1< 

Ko time m»w except for rebeursal the j 
«o 1 have olfered ii prize to the one who 

fur tfll liilfllit.lM lit li iiliii* \*ii till 
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irh a pretty j)amne. The dancing mistre.ss of i 
)era in teaching tlnnn. They are to be poucMcji. 
ill h«* all “ milk and water,” but pretty. Many of i 
igge.stiouH have been scouted with horror. The or 
‘rson who hacks me up at all is Pokko di Borgo. 3 
.ys: M(m paimiuoi pew?” lie docs not km 

iunma. 

KCKMHER 1« 

lilting all the morning. A thaw has set in. A ventu) 
one Fnmehman was Ixthlly ptishing one of the slexlf! 
ith his fiaiiefs* in it, wlum crack w('nt tlu' ice and in th 
eiil , (tnly about two feet of water. Both .shrieked “sauvi 
aw.” We sensildy answered “walk to the banh 
'litm th<>y did manage to (dimb tip, they W'cre receiv 
e their rt‘.sp<‘etiv<t mammas and papas, hugged a) 
altraeed as if they had eseape<l a great danger. 

KCKMBKU 10 

bilged to go to a reception at the Spani.sh Embas.' 
ather insisted upon my accompanying him. A gre 
owd. 'Phe Orleans family were present. Talleyrai 
oktsl like an old rat. I hate the sight of him. 

KCP.MBKR 

ather has just had an official note that Momsieur < 
lontmoreiK'y has re.signed from his po.st of Minister 
treiirn Affairs an<l that Monsieur de Villt?le is to ko 
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DECEMBER 23 

All is now ready and our last rehearsal 
to-night. This morning Madame de Boi 
Duchesse d’Orleans had intimated to her 
like to see our little play. Of course fat! 
in person and apologized on the score that 
the little entertainment worthy of their R 
Begged they would honour him with 
They are all coming. 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The pavane and fairy-tale were really 
far surpassed what I had expected. T 
in the play were a great novelty. They 
small fairies, which I had trained. W1 
peared riding a wee white donkey led bj 
led off the applause, which was very 1 
did look lovely and acted so well. Af 
the Due and Duchesse and Mademoise 
fire-place and we (the actors) all defil 
Their congratulations were very hearty. 


DECEMBER 26 

We had a quiet Christmas dinner — some 
that mamma had invited. 


DECEMBER 28 

T -nrnmisftd to P*n to a siinnAr spp i 


DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN [18 

ECEMBKIl :u) 

w(‘ut with mamma to-day in a common coach. To-d 
1 C took all her New \'car ofTcritij's to Korac poor Ainc 
ms. She is so truly kind. Hampers of food, clotln 
c. &c. She did not even forget the children, and hi 
lys for thi'in all. Krams's has a cold or would have go 
ith ns. 1 dread a tcilious dinner at the do la llocli 
ucaulds'. All of ns are bidden. 

INUARY 18^;$ 

have betm too busy to write a line in iny diar 
he usual ('(uirt on N(‘w Yi'ar’s Day. Tlu; Kii 

oking very ill and di<l not stsun to take any intere 
anything. Madame <hi (’ayla triumphant by his sid 
seenu'd such a strange thing, as if she were his wil 
m dined with Poz7,o <li Horgo at tlu' Embassy; nearly j 
ussians, a Monsieur Narishkin, the greatest noble 
ussia, but who bears no title, his card is simply “Naris 
n." It is very strange, but Russians are only sen 
vilized. Ih-rfeet manners, e.sternal polish—the mome 
ley have just a little tt)o much to drink, the .savaj 
um*s out. Very true the saying is, “Scratch the Russii 
ul find tlu^ Tartar.” Such a round of (;alls for the Ne 
ear commencing at the Palais Uoyale, all the Dipl 
atic < ’orjis, &c.~it took us the whole day. 

INIIAHV 5 

Itave had a sore throat and not ablt! to go out for the la 
irce ilays. Disouicting letters from Albert in Amcric 
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JANFAEV « 

Katinka Ckniiticiii (Oauiiioiit In k'urrr) 1 
riiglif. (hitlly cauaigh thr tiv% in iint yi*t 

JANFARY H 

iVIy llinati nil right again. Kc'lwiirci 

hnr arrival nuti! ttia tLEh. I gt» ti> Fi 
fnur ilayn fnr tlu* rliiinr. 

JANFARY lU: I^)NTAINKIILEA!t 
IVrfart wratlnT* \Xv lira a Iiirga jiiirf^ 
thv firat. tiiiun Yln^ riigi* in laiw 
tahlrn nrr avt mil <!iriai!y iiftrr «!iiiiirf 
at K o*i‘hH’k. ^rhry j>liiy niitil ILHII ii 
in aiiiumnwh 'Hu* naitnriit it in nvm 
tlu* I'lu* faviairifv gariin h ** !! 

invvntrtl I hvlii'vt* Uy thr tm tin 

war in Bunftm IlarUnur, I, luttaaif t»r*ii 
nlf to laai aflvr aupjirr m I 4o not gniiitil 
tnilimw. 


JANFARY H 

Minliuin* Farilhai la Tonr Iom! llir nkirt oi 
t<>“iliiy, it niiight til ii low liiiiiglt ttf it tm* 
torn nth Thrfr fiirtuiiiilrly iviin a rfiiio 
m %vv. wtw nnar to tiir Hramit l^lmni 
lint tnij'iaiir at iHnrivr. Tliv iiiitiglitrr4!i4 
ill* Fnix iiHtl an itllrmifitin nt titr gitii 
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She ha<l nuuie an appointment for me t 
room after all was (piii't in the honse. I 
in a largt‘ flowered <iainask dressing-gow 
ohl frock «if mainma'.s) and sallied fort 
Ail went well. I found the room; the do 
ajar. Entering I hx-ked it, the key sna 
in the hx'k. Horror of horrors! No o 
exit. Too high for me to jninp out of tin 
were at our wits’ e»id; quoi jairef After 
I <ieeiiie«l on u plan Madame de L. was to 1 
the door the momt*nt .she heanl the serv: 
tin* morning. I was to He jwrdit. She, 
was op«‘ned, tt» go to her sister's room wl; 
floor nhove, taking the .servant with her. 
until I emerged from the room. I sa\ 
heatls looking out of four doons, nothing 
to make a holt for it, which I <lid; I do 
rceogni'/.ed me. .Vs .soon as 1 reaehe<l my 
the fire and hiirnt my <lre.H,Hing-gown as tl 
he identified. I am now waiting events 
off to tile eha.se. 

JANEAUY 15 

Last evening at dinner Mon.sietir de ('han 
asketl, '• Who hn.s a red anil green damask d 
nobody respondisl. Tour tin I’ain .said, 
certainly have seen one," still no ans 
dr (‘nstries turnisi to me and .said, “Wha 
dres'iing-gownY" I blandly amswerisl 
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gentlemen to retire and to put on thei 
and to defile before the ladies/^ This 
turned to the salon. Shouts of lauj 
Comte de Laval appeared in a dressing 
green and red stripes. He is the brothe 
Brissac; she instantly said, '"That is no- 
large flowers of red, green and gold 
Castries instantly said, ''You know : 
pattern than anybody else, so it must 
your room that I saw the gentleman em 
this morning.” Madame de B. answ 
respect my age.” This was received 
laughter. 

JANUARY 16 

Paris, arrived home late this afternoon ; 
with all haste to take mamma and Fra] 
at the Palais Roy ale. Father had int( 
pany them, but he has had a cold. Ka 
declared itself — it is a boy. 

JANUARY 18 

The concert very fine. Grande toilette. 
Diplomatique; a host of English; the Coi 
whom I had met at Coppet in 1815. S] 
at once and was most gracious saying, ' 
call you Cupid.” Father has bidden : 
her to dinner for the 26th. Also the D 
d’Orl6ans and Mademoiselle. He has 1 
out a list of the people whom I think v; 
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fart* \vc startt'il. Lcttt'rs from Albert not aatisfactor 
am <o-nutrrow tt> eoiisult Alfred about n 

sfuiue for tli<' 'Jtith. It is very late and I have ju 
li'hed ♦Iraftinj' some dispatches to Mr. Rush. TIv 
•re lui<l out on my table where I found them on n 
turn from the <ipern. Mile Favier looked with favo 
ton me. I will send her .some flowers to-niorrow. 

tXt AUY 

•lit Mile loivier some flow<*rs, cost me 20 fram 
dden in them n little “eould I would .she” hillct-dol 
will await results. 

tNl ARY -a 

o answer at yet. 1 will to the opera to-niRht; s 
duneiuK. Father is disK'wstetl with the ehildish 1 
iiviour of llte Freueli Ministry. If they would oi 
ve a deeiiletl aiisWiT tute way or the othtT, he wm 
leo know the posititui he stootl in. Still no answer 
ly note, l-a.t niK'ht she did n<it even look at me. 
iltli t lift » Wit Iiwiiy. 

IXTAIIY 

,11 oiir liiivr fc*r tlie 2 IU.Il The I 

[ijirtivnl lilt* Ill fiii't* 1 htTirve lie never alttTH c 

»itf Ity nil t*r Miiiinter ef ii foreign 

Vv nr** liinniig II teiitiH'l btiilt cH-er the giircl 

♦f ilir iitieav. 
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H aiui the Or!«%ii:i iilwiiy^i .Htup v 

tine de Broglie ha,i jn.Ht offered the hniii 

JANtk\BY 

Fiither hm just put \m oil mir iirdfi] 
plate m> kindly olTerett Hr di'dikrM fin 
preteiiee in any way. IVIiiniiiiii h j4i 
went thin afternonn an«! parted mitli ii 
and litfTidly laid aniin^ flowera iit tf 
Slu* waa at linine and roeei^'ed me me 
mcplnined Imw I win aitniitml and wit! 
tmggeil me not to npidogt/.e Imt tti etn 
next night. Tin* Itnita wiia wt^ll apent 
not imt feel anrry for the !leinajiiirti!it:4. 
retaigni‘/e»L Even their :4iowy titliM i 
them, d'here h a f«m td the Kinperitr, ii 
hi?i nnither wm a Ihde, He i.i ijinte yo 
hid, nnd h being well broiiglif up. One 
the 2fUh h the CkHinfe<‘ei de Fliiliiiiif, 
Her :inn %viin the hiver of <|nreit Ilort^ 
lann.H Bonaparte* King of Itolliifid, 
Elahant. "fhi* old Miidiiiiie de Fliiliiiiit 
Iltiflielti, and h fi very gfiitid diiiiie. 
ftne,‘4t in Biiriri after the Kiiig*:4 foiir ! 
lip hidiiiid. She Iiwik'i like ii tiiiitii 
Flit tier xent for me thiM iiflrriitioii tt> 
|iiifrfie?4 for him in I do litif 

to hr drawn into potitind life iigiiiii. 1 
eeiilly to iiiatniiifi* **Kii KutiiikiFr^ ehihl i. 
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aold is not a very large one. Chevet is doing the mai 
part of the cooking. Our Russian glass is very fine; it w£ 
i present to father from the Tsar Alexander. MU 
Favier was more than gracious. I will see more of he: 

FANUARY 27 

rhe banquet was very fine, and marked by great simplicit 
n comparison with those at the Russian, Spanish, an 
English Embassies. The Orleans did not leave unt 
ifter midnight. 

Ml the heads of the Corps Diplomatique were present wit 
;heir ladies. The Marchioness of Stafford wore very maj 
lificent, superb jewels. She is so absolutely simple an 
inaffected, but such a great lady. The dinner w£ 
jxcellent. Music just loud enougL Mamma radian 
rhe Due d’Orleans speaks such perfect English and as sh 
lad the English Ambassador on her left she was quil 
it her ease. Monsieur de Lafayette, who is well receive 
it the Palais Royale, was present. The Due d’Orl^ar 
jxpressed great regret to both father and to mamma ths 
ve were returning to America. Father has only applie 
or six months’ leave and will await the turn of event; 
Mbert is most anxious for him to see the new home, whic 
las cost far more than father had estimated. 

FANUARY 29 

is this is our last Carnival I am going to try to amus 
nyself, but I have not much heart for it. I frankly ow: 
[ dread returning to America. I have no friends of my owi 

. . • A 
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Htiyiil uiiot ro.-iA, till* I hirIir'-»N,i* tTAni^iiiitr 
that (>f tilt* l>iifhc-‘ 4‘i!rlh/rri.iit ttiir ii|»jiri 

Miiihuiif tit* IhiriiA her Utnnl n 

ii tlr^'art* fti rt'Cftvt* iiiaiiiiiui iiiii! hh 
privatrly iint tilllrially. "Ilif* inftT^i^ 
hVhnutry 4. It h i-crtHiiil)' iiiu-4 
Fat!it*r \vt*^Iii*M Iti {niy- a :4Htrf vi:al 
tfir woiithrr h iiuirh fiat ,?a‘vrrr at |tf 
tiiulrrtakt* tlif jiairia*y. Frniict-^ rut 
«»f rrtiirniiii.: to Aiiif'rii'ii. Shr* 

\vhtt‘h ytntiig girta t*iij«^y ilirrr, 1 ran 

fhitfA Mnif/irur «tr hiv^ iiifu 

hv iiitoiiti-4 laiyitti^ liiH hi‘4 vl-af fio Aiiirric, 
Iraat aiiiiu*thiii|| tti lutik ftifWiiril fit. 

JAKFAIIV 

Ea"4t*r i-i liiti* thi'i yt*iir. Tfn* ihiriii'V'i 
lllitil tltr liihitilr t»f iir\f liiuitfli. II 
King hiui II *4ri»ki* lf♦-ttllyA htif nut \f'f y 
ilnaiumrtr v«*ry ninc!i iiiiii*»yrii mifli f 
Frimnr wlthtnit liii%‘$rig iiuirrinl Fniiirr 
fiiiiiity. 

FEIIHIMIIY t 

AKviiV't :aniii* jiDffy nii*! iimiiiung 
Aiiiorini fritinnl !iy Mr. A«tiiiii‘c I mill 
!ii*iiillf‘ iiiMinrnti in ivrsfiiig lliriin ^4iri|4y 
nil fiitiii*r fur hi'4 iiiiiigiiiiiry grif’Viiiir 

f ifis# ft*! 
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nee held, and in everything they do, show their bac 
reeding. She says that there is not one of the Eni' 
eror’s sisters who has not one or more illegitimate chil 
ren and that they seem to glory in it instead of thinkinj 
b a disgrace. It seems last evening she was at thi 
lussian Embassy when the Due d’Orlgans was an 
lounced. She at once tried to withdraw, but he met her a 
he door and made her a low bow saying, “Bon soil 
^rincesse.” I am certain she was flattered or she would no 
lave repeated it. A dear old American woman callei 
,o-day; she has a great desire to see the King at clos 
quarters. Father was so impressed by her simplicit 
ind sincerity that he is going to arrange for her to be i 
)ne of the rooms his Majesty passes through. She i 
rom the West and told father she had actually see 
;he Dauphin there (Louis XVII), that he had been brougl 
ip by some Indians who had turned Christian. Fath( 
vas much interested as she described the clothes he ha 
vorn when he came to America. All of the flnest quality 
that he himself could not remember anything beyon 
a, prison, a mob and a very beautiful mother — also grei 
grief. If he is not the Dauphin (which father doubt: 
he must be the child of some great noble who was guilb 
lined during the French revolution. Still it is interestin 
The Duchesse d’Angoullme is convinced that her broth: 
is still alive. Father thought perhaps of introducir 
tbis woman to her presence, but on maturer thougl 
thinks it would perhaps be unwise to open fresh wound 
His belief is that this child may be the son of the Dt 
de Bourbon, or some other Bourbon. 
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is to fall in love with her. She is the 
of Madame Reubel, who was tht‘ fjireat fi 
Bonaparte when she wa.s a girl. Th<‘r 
years’ difTerenee in their ages, as Ml' 
horn when her mother was fifty-tw<» 
have something to look forward to as 1 

FKimiTAIlY 5 

All the Corps Diplomati(me have called u 
their regret at our departJire. I really 
all sincere. Father with his great simp) 
his sincerity, has won all hearts. I do n 
luis an evil thought. 

Mamma aiui Frances had a most <leli 
with the Duehesse d’Angotdf'me yesti 
She received them in her boudoir ab; 
ceremony; expressed her r<‘gret tha 
leaving and aai<l many flattering thin 
retired .she drew Franees to her and kis 
clu'cks. Poor woman, she has always h 
of her own. 

FEBRUARY 7 

I am going to make an nss of myself a' 
have been drawn into going with some I 
in a car. I go to-morrow to Compi^gne 
t)ne night only. 
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I(' go(‘.s uloiie. That ( ’c)inte.s.s<; <le Boigne is irrcpressil 
ic laid tlic juuhu'ity to ask mamma at the Span 
hnbassy last night if her jewels were real. I cam 
uderstaml a woman of her birth ami education being 
bsolut«dy tacthiSH. I think mamma must have giv 
cr a decided answer. 

EimUARY 16 

nil ('arnival. I am beginning to enjoy it. We ha 
rrunged a <’ar— also various suppers. A ma.sked b 
>-night at the opera. I am going to escort Mile 
upper at the Maison DorCe. 

EBIWAIIY 17 

Jir a great success. Hepresenting a “Horn of Plenty 
e were all most carefully <lisguise<l, urn (lames as well. 
>ister<»us supper. /'’«/»™thc last for me, so I w 
ijoy it though I have not got quite the zest and entra 
' a couple of years since. 

KIJUUAUY 10 

<liiuier of farewell to-night at the Due de Fern? 
unez, tin* Spanish Ambassador’s. To-morrow the Bar< 
incent entertains us. I will have t(» manage to get ( 
irly 118 there is a ball at the opera and we have a supper- 
lis time (ic» dames dtt mondc. 

•uiniiAUY n 

;>-night, Shrove Tuesrlay—our last .supper, oiir la: 


ims\ DIAItV (IF .lA^felFS (IX 

FrniirfH hm! lUi for 

limil nf griHi! fiMilily, ivril *ilf» %\«'., l-»iil 
him twin\ Fiitlirr wuiihi ipiI lliiiik ^ 

for Iior. 

UAiUm i 

I think wi* nil honin noiv in rriili/f* wlm 
to Iravn Fiirt^. '\fiimiiiii miii tr\iii|t 
onr iirrivul in Aim^rion. Hrr 'A'4vr, 
liiiH v«*ry kinilly j4io'r«! hrt rHiintr) 
York lit tmr Fnflirr uitl li 

WuHliingtoii iiml to lirmn'it. Ihilti 
nltiiniito nmi until thn! 

iK'ttiiilly hnr'4 into friir’^ uhn 
for flit* futurr. Sho tiin^ mnv in’kiiov 
I'H* lyin! for Imr to hnivo ihiri-p Clf < 
ifi jiiiift firforu fiitlirr; wr iirvrr ili'4rr 
liVoti'lriL 

MAEtH ti 

An :4otin an Lrut i'l i^Vrr Ui* firi^iii oi 
I liiii iniikinn out. fhr lint !io ii-r ^ 
fiinly liy forgrtliliH fliriti. ^Iiiliitiiii 
for hrr to onlrr nny inurr fr^t-k * f* 
Friiiirm iin thry will Iiii%“i* im f♦|ljn♦rllllli 

AMIlk HI 

Kiintrr hrtiiic ovrr wr iirr to 

jiiirktlig hliH Iilfrinly niiiiiiiniri-iL 
liitn liliirtnl thr iVtirnf'F ill 
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PRIL 20 

t 1 1 .:?() we w('rfi received privately by the Kir 
'onderful to relate, Madame du (’ayla was not presei 
oth Monsieur and the Due <l’AngoulCme were. T 
iiuK seejtied overcome, expressed deep regret at parti; 
ith father. Mamma and Frances were then admitt 
:k1 took a formal farewell of him. Both Monsie 
[h 1 the Due <rAngoulfme accompanied father ai 
lamma to the <loor of the ante-chamber and express 
wish that they would return to Paris. The D 
'Aumont then es<’orted u.h to the apartments of t 
►uelK'sse <rAugoulf*me. Half-way he handwl us o\ 
> tlie cure of the Duehesse de Herent an<l the Vicoiti 
e Montmorency. Mamma ami Frances were receiv 
rst-iifter they retirtsl, father and myself were inti 
lU’cd. The Dindiesse was most unbending and express 
>gret, hut the hope of seeing father again. She hand 
im a seuh'd packet, begging him to take great care of 
^'e then retired and to our amazement found a Iloj 
iirriage ha<l been ordered to take us home; a seco 
ne folhnved with a gentleman and a lady of the Con 
'his wa.s a very great comi>liment — as it was only 
iforma! leave-taking. To-morrow we go to the Pah 
:oyale to take leave. To-night I am going to the opc 
ith a heavy lieart, there to take a loving farewell of 
:u! ladies who have showm me much kindness. I cann 
[fonl to offer them a supper, I only wish I could. 
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goull^riie liniidiHi to Iiiiii, It ruiitiiin: 
of It^tfors iiddro,H.‘^oiI fit lior from Aiii«‘r 
wlio iiimgiito tliry iirt* flu* lhiii|iliiii iL 
from othorn who .sfitto tlyii flu* jHior 
tfirir nin*. A mtfo from lirr tirggiiig full 
thr iiifittrr if he* jHt?i;4hly oiitu ii‘i if. i-i f 
hrr life if her hrother y iilivr to In* ii 
Of emirne father will do idl he nui* imt In* 
mi the matter iiml ftiir*^ thiif wiekrd ji 
to prey on her feehog.H with ii view of iii, 

APEIL ii 

Oo'Uiit ill IlorgO' hiiM fieiMi kiln’ 

lireiikfiwteii with m to'«d.iiy. Hr 
a pretty hriieelet. Alrviiitdi*r Iliiiiiliohl 
eome to dinner to-morrow for ii Iii'hI fnn 

111 iliiee* mmt hii rrgrf“t:w tml lie in etiiifi 
with rheuimiti,Him He nrmi miiiiitim 
liow’erji. 

All in cjoite nettlei! we fiii.il for A 
Father h mueh veiled tlifit he hii.!i wiinfe 
on HO futile ii iiiindom He liiei iii jiliiiii 
MotiHieur de Cdiiilriitihriiiiid thiit. Friiti 
her poliey if ahe wiiilieH to friitin the fririn 

MAY lil 

We leiive nii the Mtfi, I regret |iiirliii 
kind fririidji the de liroglien in pitr 

..II ft-. ...... ......1 ...I 
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nature that nothing upsets, is quite serene and happ 
now. Madame Bonaparte has really shown deep feelin 
at parting with us. I think she is very grateful but sh 
does not allow herseK to show too much of her tru 
Qature. 

LE HAVEE, ON BOARD "'THE PEACOCK” 

I am glad that it is over and that the great wrench i 
made. I am writing in my cabin. We sail early to 
morrow morning. Mamma has brought her maid, wh 
will do for Frances and herself. Father has his mar 
Lucien begged so hard to come with me that fathe 
consented. He is a very good lad, and I feel he is a sor 
of link between me and the last seven years of my happ; 
life. I shut my eyes sometimes hoping when I opei 
them to find I am still in the Rue de FUniversite, an< 
that it has all been a horrible dream. The very smell o 
the ship makes me feel ill. The cackling of the chicken 
and the squealing of the pigs adds to the horrors ! 
know I will have to undergo. Lucien is now pea-green 
The weather very fine. Captain Rogers says we wil 
probably have fair winds and that we will make a quid 
passage — I hope so. Frances has just come to me ii 
despair, her two canaries have been forgotten. We hav 
sent a man on shore to see if they can be found. Every 
thing is in such terrible confusion. A couple of th 
King’s couriers have just arrived with letters from hi 
Majesty, Monsieur and the Due d’Angouleme — a mor( 
than gracious act. Canaries found, Frances delighted. 


PART V 


THE SPECIAL MISSION TO ENG 
JULY 1S9.S— OCTOBER 1827 
JULY 4: NEW YORK 

A horrible day here; the noise of the July 4 
intolerable. I have to rub my eyes to see if ] 
that it is true I am not in the Rue de TUnive 
I regret it. Father is going alone to see the 
in Western Virginia — also to Washington. 1 1 
and Frances to Baltimore to-morrow. We £ 
right in the country at a nice old house wl 
to the Montgomery family. But the differen 
thing; only about three private coaches in I 
no means of getting about. The streets 
filthy and the heat horrible. I have been r 
night for a long walk. No roads — no patt 
realized the absolutely unfinished state of tl 
cities until I returned. The horrible chewing < 
the spitting; all too awful. We have had 
and hospitable reception, but all is so crude. 
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call each other by their Christian names. If I 
a post, no matter how humble, abroad, I 
it with joy. 

JULY 12: BALTIMORE 
The heat is something I did not ever realize, 
few days to some place by the sea. Frances 
her colour. Albert has written me the most 
letter. It seems he compromised himself witt 
daughter. They threatened him with expos 
was weak enough to marry her on May 22 
were at sea. He is afraid to tell father ar 
not to do so. The girl is living with her fai 
not know what to do. Troubles do not c( 
It seems this girl is without education. 

SEPTEMBER 10 

Back again in Baltimore and most thankful, 
place on the Eastern shore of Maryland call 
a wooden shanty to live in, food not so bad b 
to eat like pigs. When we arrived and ss 
was going to be like we commenced to laugh a] 
not stop ourselves. The poor people thougl 
be lunatics. Father has gone to his belov< 
Virginia alone. Albert is there. He is goin 
to us how the beautiful new residence is ] 
They tell me Baltimore is very cheerful in the 
does not look much like it now. Mr. Patterso 
Bonaparte’s father, has kindly invited us 
fortunately the weather is much cooler. Gen 
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SEPTEMBER 24 

I went this afternoon to Monsieur P 
is the oldest house in Baltimore, h 
gates that he had sent from France, a 
about the interior that I have never ! 
I was received by Madame Reubel, 
some. She has a daughter and two i 
Frederic, is the handsomest young ma 
He must be about seventeen. Mile Pas 
I am without doubt in love with he 
lost most of his money. Madame 
to sup with them to-morrow evening 
She wishes to present me to her fath 
Madame Pascault never appears. 

SEPTEMBER 26 

I am quite off my head. Monsieur I 
Marquis de Poleon, is a gentleman 
No wonder his daughter is so well 
me with the most wonderful courtesy- 
gold snuff-box and offered it to me. 
simple but served on beautiful silvei 
the air of the greatest refinement 
self back in France again. I will s 
morrow and beg him to approach M 
with a view of my paying my addresj 

SEPTEMBER 27 

I have written to father, who is in Is 
him that I wish, if she consents, to r 
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“fore. He hiul no idea of Grecian architecture but 
yie of lii.s own which Is Iliberno-tcutonic. The outsi( 
lik<! a I'VeiK'h barracks with port-hole windows, tl 
sidt; onianu'utations like those of a Dutch tavern, ; 
lat tlu' French marble chimney-pieces, mirrors ai 
ipt'rs which ht' sent out are rather out of place. Tl 
orkmen are still there and live and board in wh 
neicn calls “'I’he (’hritcau.” The approach to the hou 
hidden by a log-cabin which is occupied by Monsiei 
ladamc, Mile and the petits Boufl'G family. Albc 
IS taken po.ssession of th<“ only parlour in the old brh 
mse. This young g«“ntlcmau has four guns, a pointt 
tree bouts, two riding horses, and a pet colt smaller tin 
jtt<“kass. Ilis wardrobes is <listributed about the parloi 
billiar<l-tnble with Albert’s ohl .stockings for pockel 
So, my d«‘nr tlaughter,” he adds, “we will pass tl 
inter in BaltitiKtrc." This is a respite for u.h. I a 
“lighted, for this will give me an opporttmity for pressii 
ly suit with Mi.ss l*as(“ault. I am an.xiou.sly awaitii 
tiler’s answer to my letter. 1 know it would be wii 

sn'EMiiER as) 

have again calh'd at Mr. Pascault’s, and was receiv 
lost kindly. I hu<l some conversation with M 
isi'phine; she is so absolutely gentle and sweet, I a 
•rtain I am not good t'liough for her. We dine at t 
att«*r.Hons’ again to-morrow. Madame Bonaparte h 
ritten to her father to be most civil to u.s. Madar 
Piilii*! firif! Ml!#* tliD cfiiD.qte. 
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so we are now well off. Mr. Pascault has ai 
married to a Mr. O^Donnell^ the son of a riel 
She was married when she was fifteen, a 
before she was sixteen. She is very beaui 
blown rose, but seems to have but little bra 

NOVEMBEE 2 

My suit is progressing. Josephine likes 
France. She plays delightfully both the 
spinet. I talk all sorts of nonsense whic. 
It has cheered her up as her youth has 
cheerful. 

DECEMBER 6 

All is settled. Mile Pascault has consents 
and we are to be married early in the New 
and Frances are delighted with her. She 
innocent. Mamma says she is like a 
She is beautiful, there is no doubt about 
Reubel rather astonished me by appearin, 
in a bright red wig. It seems she has 
colour to go with her frocks. A Bonapa 
not certainly adopted by the ladies of t 
as I never saw such a thing in Paris, 
is horrible, has not a penny in the worl 
nearly all day, and lives on Monsieur Pai 
Does not attempt to do any work. His ( 
very handsome. A brother of Monsieur 
in a lodge at the gate but nobody ever s 
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SCEMBER 31 

)-night we all .sup with Monsieur Pa.scault to see t! 
ew Year in. It is father’s first visit to the house, 
u anxious to see how he treats Roubel. 

.NUARY 'i. IHei 

lie entertaiuiuent at Monsieur Pascault’s was of t 
I'atest elegance. Father was inueh plcascil and 
itieed his astonishment at the fine plate, also t 
lantitii'S of family portraits, &e. &c. 1 fear there 

•ing to he delay with regard to our marriage. Jot 
line is a ('atholi<% and that is one thing father is adama 
tout. He will not allow (if we have any ehildre 
lat they should he brought up in that religion. 

iNUARY fl 

iitluT was forei'd by his party, but much again.st 1 
ill, to aeei'pt tlu' i-andidatun' for the Viee-Presi<len< 
[r. t'rawford’s stroke of paralysis recpiired anotl 
indidate. All this is mo.st annoying. Father <loes i; 
ish to enter into public life again. When he left Ameri 
iven years ago, I believe: he vowed never to return. ] 
IS given the best jiart of his life and all his energies to 1 
lopted eountry, no one knows better than himself tl 
:• is disliked, hut that they .still want to piek his brai 
1(1 make use of him. He goes to Washington to-nigi 

EBRIIARY IH 

had hoped to be married this month, but still this (pi 
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will Im‘ miirriftl iii t\w rri.itr’4iiiit 
thiit II imt iliity In nlwy iirr li 

MAY 

Wi» iin* Iviirk fraiti t»ur luiiiryiiMiun iiiit 
to jiuii jHior nmmttm iit N#*w c;«*nrvii. 
WiiHliiiigtuii. T!ir Arrlliii:4iri}i liiiM r 
FiiHriiiilL 

MAY 111 

Ttir Frt'nt*h tn ii-i t 

iliHitirfiiiil piirkiigr fti ilrli\rr iirfi* orir n; 
iirrmlilr*! ?4rrviiiil*4. A.^ m<r-i rrtiij 

fiitlirr mnti liilii for it. liiiii,« 
wlirll 1 foliiiii if wii*» iitltirr-vinl to liir. I 
Ihiriiint I hiriir**.:4r irAiii^iiiit^iiir ii 
fitll vmm* witfi tltrir iirttr^ mi «iir ii m 

It wiiH iiiiirt* tiiiiii II jiiirjiri'-ir» riiira*lrrifij 
lirrti lliniiinlt, Oil itmniiil t*! tlio 

Hit* II tiiiiiiglit. t!ti 

Aliiiinitnir Fiimiiiiit wm grriitli nvrrrutiir 
I iriii!4t rtiiiHiill fiitlirr in form In i 

Wr go in II f$*w iliiyji to fry llir* now lntir-ir i 
If m ii!l rriitly ft»r nm rrrr|itii*ii. In iill 
|iii?4:4 iht* .^mtiiiirr tlmrr. it, in grlliiiii 
km\ 

JrNE Ii 


*m. 
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pronchiiiK u ilunj'cron.s spot he blows a horn, 
of niy Paris intiincH could see us — how r 
wouhl he. Mamma attends to all our pcrsoi 
Wt‘ have many too rtiany servants. France 
it ‘‘(’astle Holitude.” Our greatest friej 
mo.H(puto('s, who certainly keep us compj 
rcad.s all day as he is compiling some wor 
Imt for him to g(» to Washington at present, 
ford is no better. 

SKITKMHKR iO 

Josephine and mys<Jf return to Baltim 
Mon.sicur Ihiscault is very ailing and they ; 
about him. Our home is empty, so I thi) 
will not suifer too much from the heat, 
rumour about a mission to France. I dare 
it. When we leave, Frances says she will tal 
It is awful for Iht. I am certain mamma v 
the winter here. Father will have to be in 
on account of the elections. 

(Wm)HKR 15 

C.reatly to the relief of us all, greatly to 
father himself, lu^ has been able to withdi 
camiidature of Vicc-Preshlent. It really 
mt>rt? than a hope of his party that should 1 
have been elected Fresident his health 
ohligtsl him to withdraw, and father woul 
head of the Htate. Of course his birth 
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I\Irri*ly a .nqiiiirt* ^vitoilrii wif ti n inm 

Ttif iiitrriur iim»:4 oniiiiiiry* If 
Ciirrall, whi* t‘iillrfl liiiiL^rlf f'iirri4I i4 < 
ilir lllltliml ohiltl uf .’ai||irtii»f!y. I fr 

the liiihif of thr Aiiirri<*iiii:i uf tin* Sir 
viiiii I'hey of mtirse Iiiiai* Ii 

luul nliivrn; Init tai.Hrnihlr lioii:n*:n iiinl I 
tiiittily iniinner. lo my leifoiii-iliiiii'iil I 
no neliiiohi iti the Sotiflierii Stii!r"4 nmt line 
of the lietter ehe»:( liiivr to tie to I 

etltHiittnl. Father hii:4 ilreiiinl to reiiiiiii 
Frimeen lynl Atherl for llir winter iif 
eounie I tun ohlignl to rriiiiiin iti fliilliiiii 

DEC^E'^IIIKIl IH-M 

4^1y fiither-iii-liiw h very til iiml wi* iirr n 
liiiiifT* Hetitiel ftittm! tlte riir iliif iiol iigr^ 
liie^ lieliikeii him^^etf to Niov Vork* iiiii 
of al!, Miidiiiiir Ittniliel i,i n ileli|*!i!ftil 
f^iifferetl inueh. To hr in llniiiiiinrr 
ilepemirnt on her frsrini'n tnn:4.. hr inerii 
Itiivinic livei! at C*otirl nil her life, iiii«t 
thr C*ourt of We.*it}ihiiliit» where f4i«" mie-i 1 
waiting oti the tinrrn. Xhr often tIr-K* 
f4plriiil'Oiir?4 of thr Fitliirr lit t ii 

liy the Linitigriivr of }!r'i'*r in iniilntiii 
Hill mill ItlW it now mill I lirlir%'-r the ii' 
fortiiiir iiitiirt. Wlirii j4ie mii'i fherr nr 
rriMtiril, fihr miyii iiothing etnilil rtiitiil fl 
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lys it will he hia last year, and he wants to have the 
11 around him. I am sorry I will be away from n 
ither and mother, hut my duty is by my wife. V 
<pe<‘t our (diild in the New Year. 

KIUIUAIIY 7, 1825 

ly dear wife was saf(dy delivered of a fine boy this mor 
ig. We are going to call him Albert. 

I’RIL 15 

lotusieur <le Lafayette has arrived and has been rcceivi 
ith the gr<‘atest enthuaiaam. Ilia progress is a triumph 
lie. Ilia cause is the emancipation of the Spani: 
oloniea and of (Jreece. Both of which are dear to tl 
carts of Lif)erala of all nations. When in Paris fath 
•e<*ived the thanks of the (Ircck Governor for his effor 
11 their behalf. Now that I am on the subiect it seer 
t unfair that father was never allowed to accept j 
rder of any kind or to retain any of the superb preaen 
lat were given to him- all of which are now in Wasl 
igton. All that he did keep was a superb set of glas 
>me eight hundred piec-t^s, that the Emperor Alexand 
ive iiiin as a purely peraonal gift. 

'AY 15 

ather has just written to me that I must be prcsei 
Uniontown to help him receive Lafayette, who 
nng to stay a <’oiiple of nights with him at Eriendsh 
ill. So I nm off to-morrow. .loaephine is quite w< 
i<l so happy with her baby. I do not mind leaving he 
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e%*c^r Been in tiiin eotuitry. l'\H>ple cairn 
away aiul camijecl out, bringing their tent 
h the luitioii’a guent ho was surrounded hy a 1 
botlyguard. He s|H>ke jtist after fathe 
dueed him. Father spoke after him an<I : 
he luuHt hiwe been inspired, llis Friun^h i 
to Ieii%'e him an he beeaine excited. Tin 
tlte eriti<*id ptisition uf tlie Clret^ks. He i] 
spired his aiHiienrc\ as 1 liave never heard 
Inirst of gemnne enthusiasm and eheerii 
finite half an hour. Monsietir de Lafaye 
him puhliely. We returned to Frimidsl 
C|iitt.e II thousand, sat down it) su|.)per in rein 
hiul arranged everything womierfully, rowj 
tiihles in the garden. IlniuireilH of nigge 
in white to serve. Yt^sterday we passeti ii 
ciniet, hut tln*re wi^re (*idh^rs all day for 
Liifiiyf'tte. We had a <|uii*t dinn<*r wliieli 
Lafayette said reminded him li the Hm* tt 
I do not think he was tin* only cme wlio 
of it. He left this nmrning as he Itas a p 
to make and ii very short time to make it i 
tteitiorrcnv to bring Josephine ami iiiy mm 
mmmirf, 

JFHE mu FIIIENDHIIIP HILL 

We nr»‘ nil very Imppy luT»‘. Tlu* ctnmtry in 
mamma <-i'ftaitily has tlu? art of makii 
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ho has not fallen into some error which has a 
ispicion on their motives. This Mr. Adams franl 
iknowledges in his letter to me. When I read tl 
iiragraph I could see father’s evident gratificati 
I; the opinion held of him by a iwlitical opponent — a 
lat opj)onent the actual President of the United Stat' 
fe drifted into reminiscences of Paris. leather’s het 
there and in Geneva, but only stern duty keeps h: 
[:re. 

(JGUST 

ather at last acknowledges that he made a mistake 
iiilding this house, an<l that we will never inhabit 
'ter this summer. He has commissioned me to find 
;>use in Baltimore for the winter as it is quite ne 
lough to Washington for him in case he is obliged to 
UT(‘. I was much gratified at receiving a beautil 
Iver bowl from some of my friends in Paris for my sc 
Ihertine de Stai-l sent the most beautiful baby clotln 
lu! first cloth(‘s my boy wore were those of Napolec 
he (^ueen of Westphalia gave them to Madame Reul 
lu'U her hoy was horn, and she gave them to Josephir 
[e still wears the little dressing-gown that was made 1 
ladame M5rc. 

[AY 18S0 

cannot realize what has happened. We arc actual 
ling to England. Mr. Rufus King’s (our Minister 

Kiie IVfAaf: imnArtfi 
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he pliiml ill till* iJ ii very mIj 

wluJe uf tlir fn li 

T!ie iiiti-4 nrv tlir Xurth-Eiri 

\\V.‘4trni Bmiiiiliiry At'^<» ' 

(''oMvrtitinii wliiiii fiithiT iirgHfiiitrJ in 
iiimI iiguin ill !HIH tt» Iii.hI, tiii yriir.*4, 

MAY n 

I Hill tcirii linfli wiiV!*. I kiiinv I n-tiiI4 ti 
liHf !n fiithrr. It h to 

iigi» nvtmn flit* ttir ili^annnfii 

wfitTr fnrwt h mmvertWih iirr gfrii 
wiltinn fur iiir ti* irin in fitrt tirg*"i 
Will li^iivn llii* nmtier nilirrly iii fiillirr'*! 

JENE 7 

It h futility i!rii4«nl I inn tii iif‘runi|niiiy 

fur d% inniilli'-4 :4tiitilil I iir iiiiiifn! iit fp 
rmtmmn i''4 flimiglif fi# tip fur ffn* 
iirriingi^tl wr Hiiil mi July t. I iim titling 
viJu ftir tmm* rtnnfnrt f«»r t!i*' vtiyfigr. 
liiiw fiithrr liii.i m iiiiiny nf lli 

CTtiHfiinuM Ilf tlir Afliinfiin I1ir liorrilJr 
TIti! iiitMrry Ilf II giitr mlirii wr mm Imti 
fiiiil till'* iili.'fiitntr littrmr’i uf it fug. \Vr m 
niiuf fu»r!y rtitir/4r flii.i tiinr. Iltifh fitllirf 
vrry mtirli iiiiiiaynl. At tlir linn iiniii 
tiiii'i wm iiiiiilr til fiit!n*r ii.Hyng liiin ti 
tt'i KrigliiinL It Mrtuiut •iltr In ti* iiiiirry 
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have seen to the carriages and horses, all jobbed b 
cry fine. 

(JGUST 20 

he King received us last week and was most graciox 
ut what a change since I last saw him. He is fj 
cry red in the face and unwieldy. 

S1»TEMBEE 

s nearly the entire Cabinet had left London, includii 
Ir. Canning, father thought it a good opportunity 
ly a visit to Paris. He particularly wished to consi 
ozzo di Borgo on several very important matt© 
'e finds that Bonapartism is nearly extinct. He fom 
lonsieur de Lafayette in a far more peaceful frar 
: mind than when he paid his visit to America. I 
)oke to him in the most forcible language of his love 
etty plotting. He seems now to realize that sui 
lings are futile. His one wish now is to see the D 
'Orlfians on the throne as a constitutional Monarc 
fear this is in the dim future. Lafayette is strong 
1 favour of the Duke's disputing the legitimacy 
le Due do Bordeaux. We had an interview wi 
lonsieur de Vil^le, who seems much annoyed wi 
le President’s message, particularly with regard 
layti. I do not think father gave him much satisfa 
on. A funny incident I must record. When \ 
'osse<l to Boulogne mamma had to dress on board for 
‘ception at that port, which was being given to Monsie 

.. Y X A ^ I Z4» ^ IPk & 
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up Ui Iht Wiii -4 in wnfi’r, Sin* ivir* in n 
lui|:r fiirlmn ftivrml uilh ttliift* 

Ifiuglii**! tin* lui-trr t*nri4.:f*i! :4ir lit'i’iiinr, 

rr>ii‘tir«l luifl rnrrinii. «irippiij|n ii-litin*, Sin 
lit- (»nrr in Hit inn nn*! t|ri«nL Sh** \m11 ii«*‘ 
1 fniil riifi-i <ii*li|.:!itfnL t»nf i»f i»tir In 
nri* lit iht'ir t’!uit«‘iin\ n»r t»\ fltn ‘.nn I : 
liiiUiitH luitl Imvt* n‘gi'4nrr4 ii vnm tlnif f! 
in II {-Hinitiim tn t!u tm I will rrliirn |.irrr 1 

(KToiiEii: wsnm 

Wr fnivn iniw r«’tiiriir4 iiini lift* .n- 

niid phnity uf it.* 

ALiiEirr iixLLxns i.*» t|. a 

I,* f\|.H 

Sui, 

I hint infrinlnl nr\i ’•.|.irinf*, fn-fMj 
Anirririi, in liiivr Iili r\riif"ii»Il !m t*4rh i 
mnm* iny frirlnli. Mr. l n 

«»f thr ollirr linilihrr'^ t*f tlir' 

Irfl iin* UtnrnUy wiftiMiif iiirUliini.^ f** 
lirrtrin! wliiit \\m tin* iin*’-,! fm 
liiiikinU “^J***^ j*»urnt*\» frcnii wlii«"!i | hd% 
I\{y Iritnr uf yr-4.rriliiy fn thi* Si-rtrltiry i 
thf* ?ilili:4iinrr nf ihr 1 wir: 

tiirfr; Itinl I will lii»W“ ipIiI :i*niir jyirfii 
t!it*y iiivtiU-'i* tjir mI iii4A ! 

It i Ii iltl I it I It 4i.i ft 1 if * 
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■al iiitontion and meaning; that the British Gover: 
unit luui oih'red to compromise the matter by paymei 
: a sum of money which fell short of our expectation 
lit that we were nevertheless inclined to accept i 
riiu’iiially on ueeount of the reluctance we felt to trouh 
It' hhiipiTor by an appeal, asking from him furth 
tplaiiatioii of his decision. Pozko immediately e 
ressed his wish that we might compromise or othe 
ise adjust the matter without making such an appei 
liich, particularly at this time, would be, as-hc though 
<tremcly iiu'onvenient to the Emperor; and spcakii 
i the Maine Boundary question, with which and i 
ossible <‘unscquenees he appeared well acquainte 
e appeared also (h'sirous, though he did not expre 
imsclf as positiv<‘ly as on that of slaves, that Russ 
Kuild not be seh'cted as the umpire. I only observi 
lat if there was any inconvenienee in being obligi 
> make decisions which might not please both partii 
uit iiiconvciru'iice was h“ss to Russia than to any oth 
’()W(T, and that a eompmisation for it was found in t' 
ihlifiimal ilcgree of consideration accruing to the Monari 
1 whom siK'li coiindence was placed. All this, howcvi 
»rrol)orat*-s what 1 have stated in my official lett 
[•sjiccting an ajiproxiniation between Russia and Grc 
(ritain, and the disposition of the Emperor to interfe 
‘ss than his predeces.sor in affairs in which he has : 
iimcdiate interest. 

'File most remarkable change discoverable to Fran 
i th<> extinction of Bonapartism, both as relates 
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of the hopelessness of any attempt to p] 
at present; and he confines his hopes to 
tation that, after the death of the pn 
of the Dauphin, the Due d^Orleans ^ 
legitimacy of the Duke of Bordeaux 
constitutional King. This is such a doul 
contingency as is not likely to involve I 
difficulties. Mr. de Villele complained 
expressions in the President’s message 
Hayti to have placed herself in a state 
France, as calculated to increase the 
amongst the people of the island at the h 
He said that he was aware of the obje 
different nature which we had to a recogn: 
pendence of Hayti, but did not see the nec 
the reason alluded to. As I did not w 
think it at all proper to enter into any ( 
subject, I answered, as if in jest, Quh 
a une colonie comme le prix de son inc 
contraire aux grands principesJ^ I for 
the circumstance to Mr. Brown, and do n 
the thing had already been complained o 
its being repeated to me — and they v 
first words Mr. de Yillele addressed to 
it must have made a deep impression 
Government. This reminds me that I 
communication from a respectable quar 
a few days before the publication of the 
of July last, one of the King’s Ministers 
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t your own communications, I am satisfied that those 
0 the British Ministers can have given no offence what- 
ver, and that what they allude to and which has offender! 
hem is your instructions to Mr. Rush, printed by ordei 
if the Senate, and which have been transmitted both tc 
dr. Canning and to Mr. Huskisson; a circumstance 
»y the by, not very favourable to negotiations still pend- 
ng. That they have no right to complain of what yoi 
Frote to our own Minister is obvious; still, I thi'nk th( 
act to be so. 

I forgot to mention in my letter of yesterday to th< 
secretary of State that there is some alarm amongs' 
he legitimates about a plan of Metternich to changi 
he line of succession in Austria, or a plea of the pre 
umed incapacity of the heir presumptive; and that th< 
King of the Netherlands has at last, by his unabated am 
ixclusive attention to business and by his perfect probit; 
ind sincerity, so far conquered the prejudices of th 
Belgians as to have become highly respected and almos 
popular amongst them. 

I have the honour, &c., 

Albeet Gallatin 

SrOVEMBER 14 

Yesterday the Convention of 1818 was renewed an 
signed; a meeting again to-morrow. Mr. King lei 
y^esterday. Mr. Lawrence is expected to-day. 

DECEMBER 

Father is anxious that the Emperor of Russia shoul 
act as arbiter on the North-Eastern Boundary questioi 
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been most gracious. She has bidden us 
in January. They say it is a most maj 
and that wonderful state is kept up. 
Devonshire, whom we knew in 1818, has 1 
tive. He is not married and never will. 

the son of the Duke : that at near! 

the Duchess had a daughter, the Duke’f 
son — as they were most anxious for an 
were changed. For a long time the dec 
up, but somebody in the end confess' 
was then in possession of the title; as ' 
beloved it was agreed that he should retai 
but that he was never to marry. 

The Barings were most cordial in th 
us. We dine with them on Christmas E 
feel very low in my mind and feel that a 
not have left my dear wife and child, 
ways. It seems to take such an uncons 
receive any news from home. The K 
everywhere with Lady Conyngham. Sa 
getting all the money and property that 
children, before the King dies. She wore 
at Princess Lieven’s all the Crown Sapp^ 
the King has given them to her. 

DECEMBER 15 

There is not much entertaining. The Kii 
I met Mr. Greville* the other night. H 
Council. I was amused to see him mal 
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ost grucidUH to father, who likes him very much b' 
>i'rt not thitik him a very strong man. Lady Wellesh 
drs. Itnlx'ii PatterHou*) has been in London. We dim 
itli her. Of course now she is a very great lady, ai 
.cs n(*t forget it . Site has asked me to come to Dubl 
ter ( iiristmns. She says I will bo much amused 
uhlin .society and tin; Viceregal Court. I will certain 
I if then* is not too imieh work here. There is th 
.rrihle Iri.sh Channel to be eonHi<lere<l and the very loi 
urney. Mamma arrives to-morrow. We have 
itertnin .some Americans, there arc a great many 
iniilon at present. Father has declined to prese 
ly at Court. lie is not resident Minister only a speci 
mlmssador. 

ritie every day a.s I fear I am getting fat; Mrs. Bari) 
IS just folil mamma that she has invited every availal 
snuher the Baring family to her Christmas dinm 
i*e are to he the only outsiders. 

KCBMllER -iO 

ooked in at White’s. All Intent on gambling. Wh 
was there a .sum of ,£s()()() changed hands. Had soi 
ipper; a thick fog, had to have a link man to she 
e the way home, 

KCKMHKU ‘il 

ined at a large Diplomatic dinner at Prince Jules 
otignnc‘’.H at tlie French Embassy; all men — we f 
iwu thirty-.'ii.'c. I was delighted to meet Montmorcnc 
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morency and I went for a short time to ^ 
supper late. London unutterably dull 
very happy as she has a perfect riot of chi 
It will be gayer after Christmas, but oi 
Corps Diplomatique. We are booked for 
I was delighted with a long letter from 
All are well and seem very happy. Fa 
to have some sort of reception for the A] 
New Year. We really make quite a s 
using all our old French State liveries — 
fectly fresh. 

DECEMBEE 26 

We had a delightful Christmas with the 
are hospitality itself. There are Barings ol 
colours, all sizes — tall ones, short ones, 
ones, but all are so nice and cheerful; th( 
a united family. We played all sorts < 
and became children again. I could not ke( 
from home. Mr. Baring would drink my 
health, this nearly broke me up. 

We have a big reception of Americans o] 

DECEMBER 29 

Driving home late last night near the top 
we heard cries for help. I jumped dow: 
hackney-coach which had been stopped 
Two lonely females were in it. They h{ 
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DECEMBER 30 

UuiaourH of n change in the Cabinet, but noth 
'riie King couh'h to Buckingham House in 
'I'iuTt' is a report that Lord Liverpool is il 
firmed. . . . 

JANUARY 3, 1827 

The “nmt” for all of our compatriots last r 
successful as any "rout” can be; to be a( 
sitting in a coach Ixdore arriving at the d( 
destination; then to c'rawl up about three c 
cv<Ty half-hour; to b<; stifled and toes tre 
to make a Ixm* to your hosts; to e<lge one's i 
the crowd; to drink hot champagne and s( 
<iown one's back. Tlu'u to start one’s j<: 
again. If this spells pleasure, then a “rout” 
We indeed take our pleasures odtlly. 
“t!rockford’s,” the magnificent new gamblir 
.James’s .Streid, was {»i)en(sl yesterday. Poz; 
Prince Ksterhazy, the Dtike of Wellington, 
&c. &c., all behing to it. Pozzo took me un< 
It was very fine. Hupper lavish. It is to be 
able gambling resort of the aristocracy. 

JANUARY e 

The Duke of York died yesterday quietly i 
arm-«*hair. This of eour.se puts the Cour 
mourninir. Thev sav he never reeoveret 
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ashes ! I will have to go to the funeral as fa1 
does not permit him to attend such ceremon 

JANUARY 20 

We have had some difficulty with our coa< 
committed an assault outside the Embass 
refuge when they were about to arrest him in t 
Of course no officers of the law can enter a 
Father was informed of the matter. He ii 
the facts of the case and absolutely refused 
man up. It has caused a good deal of coi 
and the matter is not yet closed. 

Our visit to Trentham was a great succe 
palace indeed, and such magnificence I hav( 
outside a royal residence, either here, in 
in Russia. Lady Stafford received us ir 
dignified and gracious manner. She has £ 
father, I believe, because Madame de Stael 
of him, and she had a cult for her. 
was quite beautiful, looking out on a 
of water. In summer it must be perfect] 
Then it stands empty as all the family come 
don. The reception rooms, state rooms 
beggar description, full of superb works - 
were sixty guests, a large portion of the Cor 
tique and Mr. Canning. Great ceremony 
but the rest of the day we were allowed t( 
as we chose. Horses to ride, coaches of 
our disposal. Dancing and music in the 
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this morning with Frances, the inevitable footman fol 
owing us. Lord Cassillis called to-day with his charm 
ng wife; she was a daughter of Mr. and Lady Mary Watts 
Lady Mary was brought up in America as she and he 
dster. Lady Cathrine Duer, were the daughters of Lor< 
Stirling. Mamma had known them well. 

FEBRUARY 

rhere is a Cabinet crisis which has kept everythin; 
it a standstill very annoying. We dined with th 
Duke of Devonshire yesterday, at his house in Piccadilly 
He is a most gracious host. Snappy Charles Greville 
ilways asking questions and taking notes, was there 
A book called ''Vivian Grey,'’ published by Colburi 
md immensely puffed, appeared last year. There wen 
nany surmises as to who the author was. Grea 
lames were mentioned and there was much speculatio] 
m the matter. It now turns out to be by a quiti 
inknown youth called Disraeli, a Jew. Greville had th( 
ludacity to say that he knew who the author was fron 
the first. Father thought well of the book. Lad^ 
Conyngham appears in the depth of mourning for thi 
Duke of York. This causes much amusement. I do no 
think we will remain here much longer. I am mos 
inxious to return home. 

Father is really despondent, everything goes at a snaiFi 
pace. Mr. Adams after promising him an absolutely 
•ree hand is evidently irritated by Mr. Clay's continua 
nterference and also influenced by him. Father look 

n xr rfc r* nttxvixxlxr o xn xn O TX/r TIT rX 
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the King keeps for his guests. We were 2 
his Majesty, who was lying on a divan — ^he e 
hold himself up. Lady Conyngham was 
first, but at a nod from the King, retired, 
as if she had something of a temper. The 
on several political subjects, and for a wondei 
lucidity. He said, suddenly, Canning is 
old woman.^’ We were bid to sup with the I 
I could see that father could hardly dissemble 
The conversation was boisterous and indec 
after supper, and on a plea of being very fati 
begged leave to retire. He and I went for a ^ 
sea. The only remark he made was, ^^An< 
King.^’ We left in the morning without 
Majesty. 

APRIL U 

Mr. Canning^s temper has become most un< 
dinner last night father was sitting next to I 
boldt; after dinner, Mr. Canning came up tc 
said, ^^The opinion universally entertained 
generally in England is that the Governmen 
tocracy — it is not> it is a monarchy.’^ Both 
Baron Humboldt were much surprised at 
ordinary outburst. They could not explaii 
of the gentlemen sitting near, too, heard 
and seemed much astonished. Later on tl 
Wellington had a chair brought and plac 
father and Humboldt. He made himself mo! 
ooomArl wnrriftd about something. B 
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iirc*r-v4aii af '-mrli II iinin ii’i fha !^hir*|iii‘» 
|*«'r}ui|*'n nffrr ii wlnli% InHr 

lifilr in th** jiaUry af ftii* A4iuini'if 

ihv t iiif*^4 ta*r fh»* |iri*'tr’nt, iiii 

jit%il*4. I *la tial hrli*W r fiiii! flir'fi* i i n 

hi'twr-rni u-4 ill whii’h .\|iin 4r'r'i wi!! im 
tij. f!i** th«’ I'aiiiilry t 

grallll4 IIK Onr 4r|irii4r|irf* fur fr: 

*yili*ly nil llii* -niiirfiifr nf 

t "liffirtnniifrl)' Mr. !!tr44"''>'^ifi * 
lii\i'iir4'f th«’ l’iiitr4 Sfiitfi, |iriiir’i|iiilly tiii i 
•iiifijrrl'n thiiii f*iwnr#|-i iifiy utlirr rmirifry. 
ta lilf'ri in rr’>|Jrrf'i ii fiif irii4llf ih* I*}' 

!ia sniiy lir fli’-5|i«iii‘'4 f»* rrgiitti 
iiilli litr '4iip|jiiig iiitrrr:,! In ii 
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•.ssidti of ParliHincnt, I will ascertain in the course 
ext week whether it is intended that our negotiatio 
iiould he n*suineil. Mr. Canning, on the 2drd, agji 
\[ireeied great regret that they should have been 
mg ititerrupted, and intimated his intention of havir 
ilhin a few <iays, a special conversation with me. 

I have the honour, and Ike., 

Alhekt Gallatin 

f.VY 

'ettple are returning to London, and it promises to be 
ery gay .s<‘ason. Alrtaidy w<^ have s(wcral invitatioi 
nt we art* here for too short a tinn* to make really ai 
■iends. 'I'lii' ('ourt returns to Buckingham House 
une, but there will not be any (k)urt entertainmeni 
hieh is a relief, latndon is looking lusr best no' 
ti* Bark is gay with flowers. I ride out to Kew and Ric 
lotid in tin* early morning —before anybody is atirrin 
inly Kensington has been most kind to mamma ai 
ranees. Miss Edwards and the latter arc inscparabl 
g<» sometimes to Holland House, which is very beautifi 

[INK 

bok Frances to Kew Gardens this afternoon. Flowe 
!»l plants beautiful. Dinner at the French Emba.s.s 
ia«l to see sonm of my old Paris friends. Mr. (.annii 
lore and mon; odd in his manner. Lord Goderi( 
ml a long ititerview with father this morning. 
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lit t!ir Ihilie <tf Wr‘!!iiigti>ri*M Ijin! iti 
<J go!4 A ruiit irt 1 

If look liH* inHolty oiif* Iiiiiif In yrt fi 
Ilf ihi* 1 wir* 

Cfrrvilit* fUiii lUi fii! iiitiiii 

iiiiivi^I Htrp liy fogrflirr f!ii 

lliniirr iit l>rvt»ti?4$irr lluinr 
Ihirkiiiicliiun liiil iio riilrrliiiiii 

IVKE US 

Friiiioi-i tiif4 JiiHt roiiir iii from ii m'lilk 
miiilr m wlioiti fJir iiifi fiii 

lifivyiifit from Aiiirri**ii iiifli iri. Tl 
^'•!illir; l.it«!y iiii 

iiiiii, Tilt* woiillirr iritMlrnitJy 
Imitir, Alt nrr wrIL Unify of murk 

JULY 

Work, mttk, mnk, tiiil ivork* ■< 

pri’jiiiritig 'itriift'i of tmily* oiit> f»i t»i 
tiiiiiir. Wriitlirr iiili4rrnt»ly tso 
mJirit 111! iiinl 'iriilrj fiml mi 

tirriitliiiig tiiiir. Miimiiiii Friiiiri 

m ihry iirr ilitiiiig tint rvrry liiiflil. a 
ftillimiiig. liiifiiig ii iiomI 

litiiw iiiiii citi ri»j^riiiiiiig Erai 

in tin**!. 
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hftH h(>(‘n !*-ft to chance, every detail has bee 
nsHuring peace for years to come. 

ADJEET CALLATIN to HENRY CLA 

London, Au 
SiH, 

It is now understood that the new Admin 
this coutitry is to be but a continuation of that 
ning, to act on the same principles, and no n< 
metits to he ituide but those that airc striotlj 

I»ord (uiderieh is First Lord of the Treas 
Hurntwhy, Fresi<lent of the Council, retires 
priiu'ipjdly on ac-eount of ai domestic aillliction 
Eansdowne, Lord Dudley, and the other 
with the <*xccpti(an perhaps of Mr. Iluskisson 
their r«*specti\'e oflices. Tlie Daike of Welli 
resume his plaice of Commamler-in-Chief, but 
seat in tlie Cabinet, which he could not wit) 
have aeeei»ted, sinct! his fellow-seceders wer< 
Mr. Feel, aaid this is the greatest loss to the I 
tion, cannot at this time come in, having so 1 
mitted himself by his solemn ileclaration that 
for resigning was that he could not make 
Administration at the head of which was « 
CathoHi; emancipation. 

'I'he places to lae filled arc: (1) the Presid 
( 'oum-il; ami I have not heard who is intemk 
the Duke of Portland; (2) Colonial Departmt 
hv Is>rd Coderich’s nromotion : (3) Chancellor 
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lent and solid, if not showy, talents. Power will 1 
ion* divi<led than under Mr. Canning. I think that t) 
iflueiUH' of Manjuis Lansdowne would be greater 
e eouhl he transferrc'd to the Foreign Office. As matte 
ow .Htaud, the great political (questions will be decid( 
.V the ('ahinet. Mr. llu.ski.sson will have more weig] 
1 those affeeting th(> finances of the country; he w 
ire<-t almost exelnsividy (with the exception of the co) 
tiestion) the eomniereial regulations, whether intern 
r in their I'onnexion with foreign relations. 

'I’here will, therefore, he no change in the policy 
Ireat Britain towards us. The (piestion of Colonial inte 
tmrse was decided almost entirely by Mr. TIuskisson 
ifiuenee. lie adheres to that decision, and immediate 
efore leaving the country again committed himself : 
iiat resp(‘ct by positive assurance to merchants intereste 
1 the subject. All tlu‘ difficulties in renewing the cor 
lereial convention, atul the determination not to rene 
unless it might hiJ rescinded at will, also originate 
ith him. Ib* has an undue and not very liberal jealous 
f the iiuTcasing navigation of the United States. ] 
ther respt'cts he cannot be .said to be ho.stile to then 
nd he would wish that causes of actual rupture migl 
e removisl. I have reason to believe that he would I 
1 favour (tf a satisfactory arrangement on the subjei 
f impressment. 

His vi(‘ws in reganl of the country west of the Roch 
lountains are, on the whole, temperate, and the difl 
iibii's oil tlw suliiect of the North-East Boundarv canni 
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i* lit ihh iitoliiriit ll:r I* 

I li4%r ihr liitiiinir !«"* 

A I 

Ari;rsT m 

A tmitv t'M 

iiirri'iii! t *Min riif iiifi i»f 1*^1 a 

rnlirrlv *iiv4 

Aint'rit'ii. 

SKrtK^fllKH 

rin|»l) . Wr !un‘r !«* it** t»* liru4 
trill r i*f liiA r '■■■■iiil Mil 

{rf|. IliiW fitf ii’t l*» «in t'-i I*'* ‘ir-'lflr lOi: 

Millltlilll iUi»i I'Vulirr-j ;irr 
tlir tYniiifrA, t^\if!$rr -rriiirl;^ i mu 

llirfr iiill i*r jiriit-r f*if iii 4 liy 
lilitl llir t nilrd 

iKTtlllEll II U\ KilHMit 

It i:-* II hil«l nril.-iiiH |4 t!ir I r^if Imf r* inn 

iitni Air, tliirinii 

tirrr LiipI r»f flir hiffi’t. I 

Itlil tf» 'trr III) *|riir »lfr it|:i*! rii;||* 

lifr ill ihr \r%Y Wnrht, 
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am! I wan liualcd at Annapolis. In one respc 
WHH a <lisHi)pointment, uiui a .serion.s one. I 
uiiich wislusl to seek you out in your rotrc: 
an oI<l imd hinUy valiu'd acciuaiutancc, an 
Hiid hope 1 may add, friendshii); to talk ov 
the Old and Nt'w Work!, their foUio.s and tli 
their present ami hyKone a(‘tor.s, all of wli 
understamls so well as you <lo, and, what is 
nolnaly that has erosstsl my i)aasage in life h 
to me to judKe with the same candid imparti 
pleasure of meeting you is, 1 trust, oidy dcferr 
if I live to a<’eomplish my work liere, c( 
leave the country without an attemjjt to fi 
and to <iraw a little wisdom from the best i 
it may he toi> late for my use in the work 1 h 
and very mueh at heart. 

Vtm will prohahly he surprised at my 
this task at my perital of life, and when I an 
own thoughts I am sometimes surpri.stsl m; 
ru.iliness. People here stare when I tell t 
listemsl to tin* <lehates in (’ongress on Mr. . 
in ITIW, and seem to think that some antec 
«’ome amongst tln*m otit of his grave. The t 
1 was temptei! hy my gr('at anxiety in the 
the «*streme peace hetween our eountries. 
eir<*umstune»‘ induced my political friends t< 
appointment upon me, and with mueh hesitati 
soh'ly up«»n tuy health and age, I yielde<l. Ii 


imi] iHAiiv or j.-uirs 


fili rrii I i 

uij«i Hi} |»rr'>riif rlun urii'r 
Ijru ft* llii‘ tiuit i kllri|\ llii ftflirr 
lil.iill Tfir liiM -4 lilt %pr'f 

till* llttllnU' lit '.ilrh \li»rL I nf;* 
iiiy ilriir -ar, I hiv%r not! 

mill l-H’lifVr iiir iiiifrigiir»||\ i^uiir t 
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('tim'siKuult'iWT hctww'ii Albert Gallatin ant 
BnriiiK; Hhnwing the .state of feeling in Ktigh 
Ameriea and the j>o,s.sibilities of the sueeoss of 

AI-BKUT CAIJ^VriN to MKSSItS. UAIUNG B1 

Gottknbuko, J 

Gknti.kmkn, 

The Prissiih'iit of the Thiited States 
eepted on the part of the .said State.s the nuslif 
by the Kniperor of Uus.sia, Mr. Bayard and 
been appointed, jointly with Mr. Atlains, 
with full powers to treat of peaee with such ] 
may be appttinted on the part of (Jreat B 
left the (hnted State.s in the public ship Nvpiu 
Lloyd Jone.s, on May II. arrived here o: 
instant, and intend to proceed this evening 
on our way to St. IVtersburg. 

We are anthoriml to <lraw on you for 
and for the contingent expen.se.s of the m 
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'Hi pani-i^raph of thin hotter, I shooli! wisli your (lover 
out, to ho inforinocL Aiul we will !h* thiiukful for iii 
t<‘lligoiHT rorint*c't(Hl with our nuHnioit whiolt you in; 
‘om iiup-ortiiiii iuhI w!h«*h y<ui luny fool lit lihorty 
uuiinmicuito. Wo snilo<! with n puHsport from Admii 
iirrcu'i; and wha.tt*vt*r iimy ho tlio r«\sidt id thin 

0 fool aiixii>UH to rot urn spotalily aiul snhdy to» Ainorit 
'o will clotiiiu thi* Xrptnnr ni St. l*i*ti*r:4>urg for fli 
irp^cwo, unci may wiiut a pasHpi»rt friuu Vimr Ciovor 
out for luT rcdurii with iUirHolvi‘H aiul :uuto im horn 

h prosumiihh* t.hat thin will In* 'oldaiiio*! witho 
flioulty. And will thunk yt»u to makt* tho iiu|uii 
ul to oaus(\ if noooaHiiry, auoh paaaptjrt tt> ho forward 

1 ua lit St. IVti^rolnirg. 

AnuKirr (Jaulatik 

AI.KXANDKll ItARINC; te ALhEirp c;aLLATIN 

I^lN'UON', Juft/ *ti, II 

l%Aii Siiu 

Tlio lid.t<‘r with whitdi you lioitcmrod my fioi 
oiii (loltouhuri^ liiia riumum*d for a fow ilay-i iniiiiiHWon 
>r ihr jnirposo of <»htiuinng tho inffiriita! ion 
^ miahlf* mo to mnki* ii .siitisfarttiry roply. 

For tho imiiii*y y«m may napun* you will jilojO'^o fn t!iri 
riiflM upon m or oit Atio-4or«liim in any iiiiiiiiirr >i»ii in 
link o:xp<Hlioitt. Moyor and lirii\iior» hiiuki 

t St. Fo!or:4hur|,% hy wluuu thin liUlt^r will ho vtmvr% 
» you, liiivo our dirootiou.-i to olaw aiiy ordor-i >oti m 

f.liotii on fhi^-i .*-4tihtoi:*f . flmf t'nti %% til t»ri* 
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till tlir dispositions of Government and of 
roiii‘«*rniug it , np<m wliieh I have good reason t( 
tliiit yon mny perfe(»tly rely. 

I luitieiputed tlu^ most favourable result 
iiiuues whit*h (‘onstiltited tlie new eommissio 
c’oufidiuii that \\v should soon see an end of tl 
war. I was (pute surt^ you would not leave 
withtnit tin* ptuvers and the disposition to do y 
this essentifd servi(a% and although the place 
f*»r tlii^ nt'gtUiution, aiul the manner in wl 
proposed toctnidmd it, <*onsidera!>ly abated th 
of tin* puhtii% I m*v(*r tadi^rtained tliosc do 
sineority of Aim*rit‘a with which those ei) 
inspired oIIhts. 

Hie mediation of Hussia was offered, not 
wiiM fairly ami frankly nveepted. I do m 
Ameriea i^ould with any (amsisttmey refuse 
the e>es of a Kuroptatn politieiau it was eleii 
an interfereiu’e <’ouhl pro<lu(‘e no practical b< 
only t|UeHfion now si’riously at isstie betwee 
purely of a tlomestie nature in eaeh country i 
no f<»ri‘ign (Jovernment can fairly judge it. 
of the r«*liilive rights and tlulies of Sovereign 
lietwei^n two great caumtries, where, owii 
rreriit sepiinition, a distinction lietween the f 
of tlirir siuifaring population lMa*omes almost 
eiiii only v%hi between (Jreat Pritain and A 
other eoiiiitry eun judge iff the various positi 
deliraey mid impiirtanee to wlu(‘h such a stii 
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neither understanding nor caring for an 
but merely to enable them to wrangle ' 
ously about their own. 

This is not the way for Great Britain ai 
to settle their disputes; intelligent pei 
countries might devise mutual securities 
which perhaps neither country would off( 
of a third party. It is a sort of famil 
foreign interferences can only do harm ai 
time, but more especially in the present 
when attempts would be made to make i 
in a manner which I am sure neithe 
colleagues would sanction. 

These, I have good reason to know, are 
sentiments of Government here on the < 
of negotiation and foreign mediation, 
reaches you you will have been informed 
tion has been refused, with expressions 
treat separately and directly here, or, i 
to you, at Gottenburg. 

I believe you may rely upon it that fro 
we shall not here depart, not only from 
objections I have already stated to a m 
tion, but that your persevering in such 
considered here as the touchstone of yoi 
though I trust our Government does n 
the prevailing opinion here that a seci 
nexion exists with France, yet your perse^ 
this insulated question before the Powers 
would favour those siisnicions. arid i 
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le ne^otiatio!! it in in reality for the purpose of comi' 
t tliiil r«\Huli with more <*cTtainty. This city has, 
lulerstanti, liecai propost'ci to you, and (Jottenbii 
f!i*reci as an allernutivi* in <‘ase you do not choose 
mst yonrsi'lves so near to tis* 
iVIy luipes of a fav<»urahle result would be much i 
reused Iiy your coining at once in contact with o 
liiiisftTs. 1110 advantag<*H in all eases of treating tl 
riiicijile are olndons, hut the peimliar eharacjter of t 
oint in liispute gives them greater weight. You won 
ml any Minister of this eonntry very (siutious in givi] 
istriietions any phmipoientlary to treat on a subje 
f so imieft tlelieaey as tlie riglits aiul duties of Sovereij 
titl subjisi:. lliose iiistruetions must remain reeordi 
I !iis office, am! may he eallet! for hy Parliament. Co 
issioits inigtil bt‘ made, seeurities and substitutes d 
iseil, ami tiillienlties ovtTcome in a <Iireet negotiati< 
liielt I slunild almost ilespair of if it were to be earri* 
n lit a diMtaiu'e; ami I am ephte sure tluit the mu 
f infelligence wliidi your eoinmission affords on t'. 
inti VC policy of {»rcat Britain and America is mo 
inn a matcli for all our isliiml can produce on the sai; 
ihjci»t. upon which the ignoranee of many of our lea 
ig chiiriicdt*rs would proliiihly surprise you. But y< 
oiild luitnnilly wish to iisk tlie cjuestion whetlier, shou 
tm ismsent to canne here to m*gotiate, tliere is a pro 
flic ciiaiicc of a favouralilc result. Ciion this I w' 
ivi* ymi my camliii opinion, and 1 know that 
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rniirifri<**4 nifi i!nriit-}i «»f!irr luim |irii 

%\v niii liiiil urjikrii Mflii-r i 

rr:ailt» Hinl unt vnntutt !»tr *i 

VHttX I Im’ fr’44|irr*-‘'^ r Hi jt!« i III I 

nijiiiii’tf vuii iiifii fill' iiiiir*' iiii|iMi I .ui! 

iniiif r'sf , 

\Vif}| f}ir*4i* frrluuj s %^li} fin ; tfii* « iir 

llitMHily pMiii! Ilf i. Ilf 111,1} !»* 

tlir *4 ii 

if:irlf ’.rrioU'i iiiii! iiitf difiifi 

liny **f flinn llii’ tlr'|»nMii**ii mm 

?art«'Hr«% fhi*' ‘spirit pr^^-r nni’-! iiiii-i 

iiiiit I will n«4 fruiii } mii thnl 

thi‘1! ijiirMliHit isf '^nunrri ii|> ir? i*f 

rifiifl fi»r WiX) lu^nir'' in ih*- f 

ill t VitSlIri!* lll«' {iff V'iilfill Irrlf 

mm ii ttiir im- -nni ilir in-.r.j.flr i»l 

rfjrirr''f?i*»il'4 ivituM tml}^ m rsiiiir 

thrill, 1111*1 lliitf itn'ri-fMff l'.<* iilf » 

in if nnt It’j l^rll iVi %%r- I W 

mrll I*r ill lifr»l Uid |itr, 

|irr%'rnlrt! Ill tfir lillir' fi||% ifrhhi f,4|i' » 
iiJli Ilf nrilllirii, mliirh n .r. i 

1*1 tir h} • m! ; 

i*}#i}hi»li t hr|ir%i- f«i !«<!% ii* it i,\t 
■rnlirrmrih nii I hr I'liiUutr. 1 hi n - 
of n rriiirti »'f |«.m» in 

II |>rin%5ii|.* o|iiiii»iii fliiil 1.,* 
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ift‘fy fif cnir ntiiritinie power, mipposed to be, and whi( 
Iidoiilitrdly is, involved in thin cpiestion. 

Sii imieli i vnn eonfitlcnitly say of the dinposition existii 
vn\ lint iiri* dil!ienlti(% sui>poHiug the dispositu 
fi tiiifli :4ih*% to he perfeet, of iheiimelveH iiiHurinoinitabl 
r lire we dooiiu*d tt» tlu‘ ne<‘essity of perpetual wui: 
poll f hi‘4 point 1 will give you with nineerity my opinio 
sliidl not trouble you witli any extensive discussion 
ailijee! with wliieh yoti art* so well acHiuainted. T1 
itlleiiltiei are very eonsidt^rahle, btit, although I a 
iirdly nay tliul I tliink they eati be surmounted to tl 
'ifire :.*atisfat‘tion of bolft i>artit‘H, I do think tliat I 
tii'ere and friimdly ciiseussions some system may 1 
evl’ied of priietienl ellicmmey to answer the reasonab 
iifjio'^es f»f iNifh rourilrieM, At all evcuits, it is the dm 
t hiifft to Hilda* some arrangeim*nt, because some a 
tiigeineiif or perpettml war are the (inly altermitiv 
t U ejiyv on either stdo to dress the question out wi" 
ripiiliir Ilf fnni ions, but any indiflenmt person undr 
iiinliiig if. itfitl eomddering it calmly must be sensib 
lit! ott our sidi* we eouhl not atimit your pretensio' 
I their full e^iteiit witlnuit etidangering the disei|din 
ltd f‘veii the exi:4eiiee. of our niivy» and, on the oth 
iiiah tliiif mi your part you eiinnot stibmit h) the existii 
atfeiii Its praefiseti by too There is, tl-ierefore, a necc 
ty of Moiiir .srttleiiieiit. If you submitted at preser 
ir growing power liial population of America %vc.m 
♦ref* ii ?sf4tlrtiieiif on the two emiiitries at no dista 
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an American as an inevitable concomil 
war, and to provide for it accordingly, 
discuss the abstract question of right 
one of necessity, and with us I sincerely I 

If therefore the disposition of your G 
adhere pertinaciously to the determinat 
better security than the Act of Congres 
should think your coming here or nego 
useless for any good purpose. I know it n 
I know that any Government of this c 
restrained from such an unlimited c 
known and certain danger, by the state 
and that the best friends to the rest 
would not be bold enough to recommenc 
other hand, if you are desirous of endeav( 
explanation and concession, to consult 
just apprehension of both countries, I 
assure you that you will find a correspc 
here; and although I would not spes 
difficulties to be overcome, I am incline 
sideration of the subject to anticipate 
degree of success from the joint effoi 
and those persons whom our Governmen 
to appoint to meet you. 

I have thus, my dear sir, ventured i 
what occurs to me on the interesting 
mission. I should not have risked i 
feeling certain that I was not misleading 
proper to trust to them. I hope the 
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If I <’«n perHoimlly he of any Horvice, I trust you 
roi ly coiiiiiiniHl ino. and that I may be permitted 
roHoitf my complimentH to Mr. Bayard and Mr. Adai 
dth wlium I ln*licv«‘ 1 have tlie advantage of a ve 
light ai'quainlanct*, whieh I sliouhi have the grcatc 
iif iitfuetiim in lieiiig alforded an opportunity of improvir 
I am. with grent eonHideration and personal regai 
ear }dr, yamr very obedient servant, 

Alexandeii Baking 

ALBERT GALMTIN to ALEXANDER BARING 

St. rCTEitHBuiiO, August 27, 18 

>KAU Hnt, 

I'hi^ letter (of July 22) with whieh you ha' 
ivoured me was received on the 17tli iiunt. For this 
•turn you iny .sincere thank.s, au<l duly ai)preciate tl 
nportauee of the information yiiu have obtained, and tl 
loti vcH whieh have actuated you. Although I cannot wri 
i freely as a per.Mon whose i-ommunications <lo not eon 
lit bis own Government, tin* hope that our correspom 
H'e may be of some public utility induee.s mo to ent 
i fiir in the subjeet ns in consistent W'ith my situatioi 
We have not receivisl, a.Hyou .sugge-strsl, the informatio 
«at tlte mediation of Bti.s.sia had been refused by Gref 
rituin. with t'sprt'ssions of a de.sire to treat with i 
“parately and directly at Lomlon or at Gottcnburi 
is po.HHible that Lord Walpole, who is saul here to hav 
me to the Emperors hcadfpjarter.s, may be the bean 
' fliiif tiiti \Vt* ill till* 
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to irviii itfftTWiir*!*^ nf f^iiiriiiit‘rr«% if 
(lovrriiiitt^iit, iifiti without ri'h-mn'r I 
Tlii:4 wii'i liliuiit^i! tu hy t!ir Pri‘-4»!«‘iil *4 
in In ’4 iup! i'* luwv inriifiHi 

<4 lii’i .'aiiurtf *h*'4ri* tiof utily lo inula* ji 
linli thr rrliitiiui'.i bi’twriii tin* nnn 
fririuily fiH4iii|t. 

It tlnr:i 111*1 lirlnng tn liiu to 4i‘iii 

ivliinh viuir (tiivrniinfuit iiiiiy hiua* tn fi 
tlir mnlijifinii nf Un'»'4n; l»iif wr %\rrr u 
wlitui wr Irft Atnnrhii, itinf. nny •inrli rt 
hilt} am iiifiTr-ti in t!ir rr'4i«rnfiHit i»f j 
Iwn Hniiitrir.i* :4inT tin* miir inf «-rrii|if i 
rrliitinin-* wifli Atn«*rtrii, iirui iii\i'rir4 n 
tin* fnrnn fr«4ii llir* iiii|Hiri4ti! *» 

wiirfiirr. In llir imiui mi wlhrh pr^u* 

ill thn r:*'»rlitiiil jHUlit iit. ii jiMitit, 

gr'4* rniilil liiil in ivilh r 

liiiil nu iitiiiiriliiift- intrTr-4, In Uio-^r' r 
tlirrnfafr tlir r*"i|ni in u 

II riilirrfr WT'tfl fhut priPi.* Iir riiii«|( 

ll:i In tlir raiiijrri nf tli»“ «li Ill 

wifli Ull'r-uil ivr liiiil nsil> frsi'ii«l!v itipi ri«| 
Ini! Iin jMililirii! r'nliiii" %i* »|| , \ i*u lui4 ; 

tinll’i nf fltr !i|i|||i* initiirr «nir'^ iitu 

rxirnnvr :irnlt\ An*l ^oii lunt iif f] 
illlilllillr |in|itit'lli rnli|ir\in|U nrt-rTui 
yifiir iiritig iiiiitf'tl in ii iimif iiii|Hvriiii 
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»M( proHupposo that if the me<liation was a 
UH thiTe could he any hesitation on the sub; 
piirt of (treat Britain, unless she considere< 
at all evt'iits at this moment, either impractic 
(iesirahle. We did also believe that our acc< 
tn<*dia(or a Sovereixu at war with Prance \ 
cl<>ar evidenc<‘ of our jieither having nor wishi 
any politij’a! connexion with this last Pow 
must remove those suspicions on the part of yo 
mcnt tt> which you allmh', and wdnch, althougl: 
erroneous atid <l<>stitut<‘ of fouiulation, migh 
c-tmtimic to have an unfavourable ellect on 
tions and termination. 

Such was tlu‘ view of the subject under 
(lovcrnmcnt acted in the appointment of the 
nary iniHsion; and yoii must at once pcrce 
a rejection of the im'diation on the part of Gr 
hud been anf ictpnt<‘d. th<“ result would have 1 
direct mission to that country for which tie 
preliminary fouialation, but merely a deelai 
the t'nited States accepted the mediation, an 
reatly to act upon it whenever it was acccptc' 
Britain. 

It will be a matter of regret if this frank pr( 
the part of .<Vmeri{-a. this effort to nvestablish 
honourable mnnner am! without suing for it, 
the threshold, he defeated by the ahsolute refi 
Government of the olTensl mediation. Witl 
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AmiTirii y (Hnwnnvtl, h iit ii!! rvrntM n 

I iiuhitgf-* fiofir fliiif >111 

finding fliiif n rrjnrliuii <?f flir i 

iniaHicm In n rrfi|-'ail In 

tliHt rnnfidinn'r in thn y nf niir il 

vinWH lu wliifli \vi* fvA v:i !«*d* i 

m«|rriitinn «tf tin* :4ufijc»«*t, find if prm'thiv 
iin iivvrpimwt^ tif tiir iiirdiiitittii wifli t! 

Iiririritdt-4. 

Wifh tn tin* iiiiiiii imi, fin 

fin iirriiiigtniHid , ynii iirr ihiif f 

titlil* litid tni thi.i riitrf infti d 

Wnilltl nnt. tnivn givrii up my I'lnlitiriil 
Rt*{mriitnd niy-M*lf fnnn my fniiiily tiiilr.vi 
iin nrriitigninriif jiriirfiniitilr iind flial t iiii 
tifilily in rlirrfing if, y*ni iirr •^nUir'iimtl 
Iiiiv fn wliirli ynti iittndr i'» ii n.iiitii*'i|iiil rr 
mny, litnvi*vi*r, In* mn’ddrrt-d «-» ii jiriiiiii 
thr griimil di’'»i-Hf4liMii i»f flir Aiiirrimi 
III iidviiiirn trnvHfd’i ii f'rtiii|»rimii'“r. C In 
rniilii ntif. hr nit»rr r'lfiiii'ii williimt in fiii 
till* tirgiifiiifimi il'irlf, I ivil! «*iily ntii!*^ 
drfiinihlr $1 iniglit In* fri dr!iiit‘ jir«‘i 

jirri'iiiinriit tiiiitiiirr tbi* ri'’i'|*riii\ r riglil 
riiiiiifrirH <m tlir i4 iitifirri'aiirril . 

tllill ltli?4 mil hr rllrrlni fit itii'i fiiiir, tlm 
riiii hr imltirrtl In ithiiiiriiiii it-i 
tfllil rr^ifirrl. All thitf» ill fiiy' it|4irii*in rmi 
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VV(‘ said will he uh<«(1 for its intended purpose of assisti 
1 proniotiiiK the N'storation of peace. I know how d€ 
lis <.hj<‘<-t is to y(m, and that we both have an eqi 
•sire that lutt only peace but the most friendly relatio 
ai uiiderstaiiding should subsist between the t^ 
luiitries. 1 can assure you that such also is the since 
i<l earnest tlesire of luy (lovernmeut, and that nothi: 
hieh i-au he done in that respect will be omitted on n 
irt or on that of my colleagues. Whatever the rest 
my he. I will preserve a jmst sense of your friend 
mduet on this occasion, and remain with great consider 
on and sincere regard, dear sir, your very obedie 
rvrtiit, 

Alueut Gallatin 

ALKXANDKH KAEING to ALBERT GALLATIN 

Lonoon, October 12, 18 

K\n Sin, 

'I'he letter you favoured me with of August 2 
ached me in course of post, and if I have delayed n 
ply it has not Ikh-h, I can assure you, from any negle 
the important stdijeet of its contents. I have be( 
idenvouring to he usi-ful in an object which I have ve: 
m-h at heart. At this season of the year those wi' 
hoiu I wishi-d to confer are generally out of town, ai 
•rre-ipondmice heecunes neeea.sary. In communicating 
tu the nvailt of my emleavours 1 am sorry to say th 
ley have been les.s .Hueeessful than I could hope or tlu 

m# #***'4*1. #»V'*4**#*#**#t • 4 *#* 
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I shall confine myself principally to the resi 
the rather as little time is left me before i 
of the post, and I wish that no time may be 
here resolved to abide by the principle of direc 
I had hoped that an agreement might hav 
advanced and ascertained that the med 
have been a mere matter of form, and in 
might have been adopted for the purpos 
your powers alive, and although I could of 
to nothing like certainty as to this probabi 
ment, I am still inclined to infer it from tl 
pression of your letter and from what I I 
here. But it has been resolved here not to de 
first resolution of entering only into a direc 
and it is thought that, upon the whole, tin 
be saved by this mode, even though it 
you to have recourse to America for an 
your powers. The arguments used by y 
of a Russian mediation are very ingenioui 
ference of insincerity is drawn from Ameri 
this mode, but there are circumstances cc 
the nature of the question which makes 
when in any common political dissension it 
most rational and satisfactory course to 
whatever may be the weight of argument c 
you may be assured that the determination 
ocable, and before this reaches you it mu 
communicated to you in some authentic s 
the same time a readiness for direct negoti 
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mc'IifH yoti, as the Baltic will probably be closed f. 
a\igatioii In' the end of this iioionth. The omission 
Ir. Adam.H name in the passport was quite accidents 
rul iiiUHt liavi^ lanm my fault. I have no recollection ^ 
c-tnmm.Htau<'e, but I probably concluded at the tin 
lilt IIS hi^ was the n^sident Minister at St. Petersbui 
i‘ wouhl n<»t ndurn. I trust, however, that he will m 
live heHitatet! to a<*(*ompany you on account of th 
iiiisHion, whiidi lu* may bt‘ assunsl will be of no cons 
tiene«\ and that tin* v(*ss(‘h \vith any person belongir 
I tile mission, will he suffered freely to pass our fleets. 
On the sulijeet of the probability of an agreemei 
etweim tlie two (Jovi'rnnuuits I am sensible that yc 
nisi neeessarily writi* with r(\serve; hnt as I am und< 

0 sucdi restriiint, I will state to you fairly what yc 
itiy expert hen% ami 1 <lo it b(‘eause this may influen( 
our dtif*rminiition on other points, and because 

1 ways think that between States, as between individual 
here the intentions are honest, plain language is alwa^ 
referable to artific’e. Wv wish for peace. Tlie pressu: 
f tlie war upon our <‘ommeree and manufactures 
ver; they have ample relief in other (|uarters; an 
aired, the tlepeialenee of the two countries on eac 
lliiT wiei, IIS it UHUidly is, overrated- But the w; 
IIS no otijeid:; it is t*%iH*nsive; and w*e want to can 
nr efforts risewliere. Our desire of peace, therefor 
iifiiiot lie doiilited, am! you may quite rely upon i 
Util respec*t to the only (juestion really at issue, we a 
i‘ipoMei! to cH.»fa*ert with you the most efficient means 


rvcTvthing flint lilijrrfii'tiiiifili* 
jiciiiit y«ni will fititl 11^4 rr‘ii<iriiiiiit!r mi4 li! 
firiri tijHni tilt* at iii4 Kiting iij» 

c*xiiniiiinti«»n iin4 iiriii iiiiln’i! nil 

licit tnily fci :hh* priirr rr:4tirt‘i!, fiiit f*i 
givtii in Amrrit’ii nri t\u"i i«i’iiif m! 
tlnniglit : 4 ir hml ii rigfil U* I 
liinitT cHif •-*yj4friii t»f mumihig niir 

All the* of nt Aii'i t«f Piirlii 

Ilf frilllifii wollhl hr ifirfrrrtliiil wi|}|Mi.|| 
mirr thiit whrii you rouu^ in flir ilrfiiitj y 
tlir .Hiiiiir lipiiiion; niitl if i-i for t'lii-* rfii'- 
from tl'ir riiufioii:i woriliiig of Viiiir Irlirr ^ 
nut hr di.Hittrliuinl to itii iirrniigriiirfif iipoi 
wtirrr rvrry jirmiutiuii wrm}*i hr |iihr*ii 
think, rllrrltiiilly. t*» rnm^vr rvrrytliliig fl 
ill fhr jirr*iffif j»rnrfiri% itii4 f«i :)iihjrii if 
hility lownril’i hoth f iiirirr 
r'lill lir mittfr t'tm**i’4riil uilh u 'Uiilr of |irti 
trouhlr you with iiuy 4rfiiilr4 i*i 

llir grnrriil }.irinrij4r-i of imr (n*\rruiiiriif 
1114 1 liiiVr '4ii!r<h lUuI if fliry iirr in it rr|i 

tll*4nirfii»|l'» I fllllik you Wollhi ’toiiii rfiiii 
tif jirnrr wifhotil tfit* Imlji or hiii4riiiir»- oj 
I Iiii%U’ Hot yrf turi ii goo4 m*|iiirf uiir 
III ftriii! your Irttm for f riilhitiii; tlir 

hill ft rnrlrt hi tn|irrlri! fti 'utit sii ii frw 
l«* llikru riirr of. Wr liiivr iml In 
liliy fur you, I hrg you will lirlir'Vr ii 
}iii{i|iy III hr trirfiih iiiri wi.l!i grriil r"4ri 
th^iir your fUiirrrrfy i|r%n:ilr<| Mmiiiil, 
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Lettek wmm Voltaire to the (.'"omte i> 

{I Fh 

Vuiri la pluH hrllr orf^iiMion, hh>h v\wv aiv 
liiiiiirtttTr 11 du ineilki 

jt* jiiii’ 4 ^ir' 4 «* vt>r 4 limit 

Jr vtitri rtiiijiirr, inmi rlirr rt 
<rtTii{iIiiyrr tiHit vtifri' rriktit <lr !vlmi 

ilr riii.it:a‘ul; iiiijiri\‘4 dr mi :4‘il Ir faiit 

IllliffTr:r»r, rtr. rtr. Kt imiinpUii u:ir-Jr vm 
taiil d*iip|HH, taiit fir 7,Mr, tiiiit dt» vivarit<% i 
jirmitjit :nirrrri? Iknir !r liirii dii htvIct, iiir 
{iiilir liiilfrr Ir Ihir ilr Hriliir^mirk. M. 
mux giirdr:i Std‘i:ir!4» qiii vmiH jirr;irittrra liiil 
miui^tr, r:4. dr 111 jduH lUiririHir fiiinillr <lr 
fir flint Itirr jnmr liiniH dr jirrr rii fiki drjmifi I 
L*{)lir‘lr ilr il Hf till* drvnnt C’ 

frtTr II M* il In itiidltiTtrrii.Hr rl iilimiiiiiiilif 
Miritiiirli, It rr tjiit* Jt* rrr»i:4; Jmirrifr t»fl I 
tirrni i4rid*i !mir drvtiir. Si rr jiii 
r*r-^t iiillrnr'O Ir fnit tr4. tjidil ii ftf ftu"; i 
li nvri tlrinii'i dix iiin: il ii kf iii 
vriil r#trr. ll flint dra niili*!4-iiiiijrr titd 
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EXaiJSJ! TiiA XSi^A TiON 

F 

ftm\ my thmr ang«*l, m lh»* fnmit iw*tmmn f«»r m 
tiisnbtmlion. I luii iy 4 »nK C*»r ili** grnitt^ii if«t'Virr I 
ytnir 

My tirnr liuil ffiripf* I iin| 4 <»fr yuu 

with till* Ihir ih* t ‘liMinruI, wifti hui Innuh^ iiIpI if t 
Hf*, Why « 1 <» I m 4 f#>r ?»tip|»»r 

ilptmiaiifil i*»n • ntwivr nil h»r n .n|«'r-«lv itti*l piirr-r-fiiftfi 
tltHHl <4 fhr m tVit'v, fiiiir in fii^til ill*’' I hi 

1^1. Uiillfiliii, tii lliP I ’Will I* 

!*♦ v««ih t*i fli**' fi'iiiuly in ifn 

i4tPfl llit'if fi^f M'!i fr*nn lnl|i«-r in ?»ifi t 

Qnntrn- 

4 'tii^ lirirfp nf llipi (hlllnfltl Viatn killrwf Hi-fuffi I hi 
wii#h t hrlirvn, ill ftif nrihiihhv nn 4 ftmirn#*,! 4 fiy t»’f 
flir 8 w}» 5/» rr|^4ln*ilN Iilniir 4l4 tfirir 4s|!l'. If 

it. Will’* hl’f’*'* 41|r ffii’l ilia! Iir m 

W'iili WriM|p|r4. Ih' hft-?» li>rrVr4 l»»r l»ii \r'iirif, liii.fi 
■’■■wliirh ifs fh»^ |w»n! hr Wfitil.n \'Vr Rfsff ti 

■CJrritiiiii iifiil wIjm nrp i«i4 snirlli,|friii , hr m 

)II|| Will Irnfll frtnil hllli flir rtiirf lifillirr nf ||in 
If It'ftVi' ftt a pfriifli til %*»nr 

llil« kiinilirtMi mpl n**,' that In’* I**! iml kilirti, fr.f iiii i« 
fl tl*‘i»hrl%'‘ 4*f llir Ma-ilamr t 'lllrlplfiti %rii| e.:f|W 

lib iiiMflirr l*«t b m ftiiufthb m Mfiskitn^ t 
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Thakhlation iw or thk Tith IHin 

Whrri*ii*i thr rfjHirt iniuh* in tin* (*tnrnril i»f <‘ii 

vrve luni Miiiiufarf uri% with tlm rnnuIlM: 

(1) llilii thi* Uovrnunniif uf thr riiitni SfiitrM hi \ 

mini hy hrr iirt <if llir Mitrrlji lMi*J hy thr tm 
titni “Jiltli frllnwing tlnit tin* Frrnrh Shifi.H ii 

rr«‘!iiiii«liHr tlirrrin nmfiunr*!, \^liirft tiifrr tlirir jHi 
niilil Im jint uti4«*r fn*fjur--itriiliim». !m! tliiit thr ri 
niltnit «*f thr iihirir^iiJd t^hip.i lunl ii.irrrhiiin{i^r hii:i In 
rlrrrtl 

(2) ‘Tliiil it !lir4 lirrii i*.^4titl»!ir4iri{ }iy thr :mtm* Ar'f, tl 
irii tfir rrliifirniH ^lifh Friiiirr Inivr hrrii rr-r.*itii!ili:4f 
r rtmli’iriitimiM will r*mliiuir fn hii\'r fhinr rtlrrf, 

(III Tliiit tlir Art 4#f thr 1*4! Miirrli Ihfl!l Iiiim j 
III rxrritfit»ii im rvrry noviiHum that Iiiih jirir^riifril 
If, liiil fiiity ii||fiifi*tf thr Chirn^r.^ Imf. ii|niiii-4. flir Frri 
il'in ii?i ii'^rlh Wr Itirvr nrdrrrth nmi rr<h'r wliiif ftiilir 
(I) lliiil tfir iirit4ii|i: frmii tlir :4filr:‘i tif thr Am 

lit (hirginrt liiivr Iwn m* f** flii'i ifiilr, ii 

r liiliil wliirli lm:i lirrii ji!iM*rtl im lirjiiritl in l!ir C hii 
Atiiiirt wii'iriit, mIiiiH lir triiiiwfrrfn! In I fit* Irr 
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fifiy or<!fT iiH to thf* nf tti«* C V 

mill iihviiy:^4 winliing Irtut fhi* I nifi'i! 
ii:i po! 4 ,'iil»It’ iuij| iiiity vutli rri:rrf 

|.irifai! ii|^oio:4 flo'ta, Wr ngm* tli.if ihr- 

irnn riliipi t*jifrriiiK *Hir pnrt"* 'Jyitl 11*4 
pri*-4«Olt*r:s» loit 'Jilt!! hr ^rlif li»|fk In tlnJi 
(5| IJir it »ii:4 lifunr :'-!.iii 

with rrgiird it!l fhr AiiirririUi -Jiijr* \\li 
otir ptirtH lilii} hriii jl|r''4r4ri! 'Jlirr 
tSOH til fhr I *4 tif Mil} I if flir |ifr''.fiil 
iliitr of fhr A«i !iy uhirfi fhr rnifnl Sf 
till* Art of I lit' Ir4 Miirrti ISM!!. 

(ii) In fhr fntiin* iioii up lo ihr 1-4. t 
lllllt* li^rti l*y fhr Irflrf of iitir ^\lilii'4rf r 
til tlir^ plrni|totrn!ii4n of ill** t lillrii 
rrvoriilion of oiir ilrrrrf^ of Ih^rlin mu 
rira* tint! oiir rontiiiioirj r^i^ihli-Jir'^il i 
Irflrr’^ nri* fnlfillr»ii !fit» Ainrrir,iii rJiip 
|ltir|.!4 I*4l thr |-liilon4ili|.' riinnof tiikr 
lirrn*'ir uipwtl h\ our fiiiiiit uti»i nii m rr'j 
Chillliril of t ‘oliiinrfrf* ‘sfiifiiii* fluil flit'} 
ilriiiifioniili/.ril hy fhrir ^uihliii-rJiUi to I 
Chiiiiiril of CJrriif llritiiiti iiinl fluil liny 
triivriiri! ilrrrrr’i of tli^rlin iiinI %liliiii. 
fti\^rii III oiif Piihirr of ihr IVhiiion 

mu 
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